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A CLOSE CALL.
SOLOBSK-"« I guru fery near hafin' me dose nunibers vot drew

der gapital brize dot Louisiana lodclery at -Il

N%'ENSTEIN-"l 11w near you gum by dot? "
SoLoBsKY-"1 Vell, 1 hafe number von hoondert unt dirty eight,

unt der brize number vos eight hoondert unt dirty von,by shiminy!'

HOW TO BOOM TORONTO.
"UTHAT this city wants, gentlemen," said the big red-

VVnosed man in a suit very much the worse for
wear and beer stains, "Iis population and enterprise. 1
tell you the want of energy and push on the part of our
officiais makes me tired. What do they do I'd lilce to
know but raise and spend the taxes."

IlThat's about ail," said the meiancholy reflective man,
as he reached for another piece of the cheese. IlThey
ain't no good."

IlNo, sir! Why this City, if we only had suen in
power with enough nerve and foresight to grasp our mag-
nificent opportunities, ought to have a population of baif
a million. Look at Buffalo and Chicago and New Y'ork.
If our people had the enterprise of the Yankees, Toronto
would be as large a city as any on this continent, sir.
Thank you, I tlîink I will."

The latter apparently irrelevant remark was a repiy to
a personal question addressed to hini by another of the
Party.

IlYes, as 1 was*saying," contirtued the big man, setting
down his glass with a sigh of repletion, 11what we want is
manufacturers and commerce an-d population. We must
hold out inducements, gentlemen, for people to Corn e
and locate in our rnidst and occupy our vacant bouses
and stores. Nowewhat advantages can we offer?"

IlMîght try beer and a free lunch. That ought to fetcb
'em," suggested a fresh youth with a straggiing mous-
tache.

IlWhat Toronto should do," said the speaker disre-
garding the interruption, "lis to offer the unrivalled advan-
tages of our situation absoiutely free of taxation. Abolish
taxation. fbr everybody. Then we should sec population

fiocking in Irom aIl parts of the continent, and things
would boom again. Talk about single tax. AIl non-
sense. What we want to make this city great and pros-
perous is no taxes."

'l<But how would the expenses of city government be
met ?Il

"lNo trouble about that whatever. Our credit is
good. Let us borrow money. The European capitalists
are looking for safe investments'at low rates of interest.
Let posterity bear the burden. It's only right they
should. If by abolishing taxation we build up a city
wvith a population of a million or two, who will benefitP
Why, posterîty of course. Why every consideration of
justice and even ordinary gratitude indicates that postenty
ought to pay for the development of our magnificent
resources."

IlI don't quite sec how your scheme would work,"
saîd the reflective man, expectorating caretully in the
direction of the cuspidor and missing it by about a foot.

IlNothing simpier, sir. What's the annual expendi-
ture of t-bis city ? About $i,5o0.ooo, 1 believe. Very
good. Borrow the money, and spend it as usual. Next
year borrow another million and a haif and spend it.
Next year do the sanie, and so on."

"lBut we should have a pretty heavy bill to pay at thbe
end of ten or twenty years."

IlAh, I veas waiting for you to say that. That's just
vehere the beauty of my scbeme cornes in. Don't you
sec that our population vejîl increase with extraordinary
iapidity. If wie offer absolute freedoim from taxation we
nIay reasonably expect that Toronto will grow at thbe rate
of 30,000 per year. In t-en years we shall have at least
haîf a million population. The value of our propeity
wîll have increased proportionately. Do you follow me?

"«I-I think so."
IlWcIl, then, just in proportion as our assets increase

we can take up lotir loans by contracting larger ones,
because we shahl have more security to offer. At the end
of another t-en years we shahl have a million. Then we
can borrow a lot more money on the head of our immense
resources enough to pay off the old loans and give us a
fresh st-art. Simple as A.B.C. The Keely motor of
finance. Population gives you credit. Use your credit
t-o get in more population. That gives more credit. More
credit, more population, more prosperity and so on in a
perpetual circle of continuaI dcvelopment and progress.
I have figured t-bis thing down fine, but I griove to
say it, our public men are both chumps and pessi-
mists. They have no enterprise, no broad-mindcd grasp
of t-be magnificent potentialities witbin our reach, and
seem contented to wat-ch t-be industry and commerce,
wbich shouid command the admiration of a continent,
walloving in stagnation. Lend me a quartier, will you,
and we'li have anot-her."

EMINENTLY PRACTICAL.

LADY-" ave you read 'Wbat's Bred in the Bone,'
DocTroR-"I No, but I'm glad to see t-bat a popular

wôrk bas been wnit-ten on' this important subject. Bread
bas a great deai t-o do with t-be bone, and Graham flour
com 1prises thé' constituents which furnish the osseous
subst.ance t-oa much greater degree than veben t-be bran
is remnoved.".

LADY-"l But it's a st-ory,.»
DoçtoR-"' I beg your pardon, madam. It's a well-

es.aifiïshed scicntific fact.".


