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- THR CHURCH QUARDIAN;
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less faith in God, or in His ministers, or the
work of the Caurch, I believe it is owing to
the lack of a systematic plan for bringing before
the people the needs of the Church, and for
collecting their offerings. In former days the
Church was the recognized medium for all
religious and oharitable work. She was the
slmoner of the world, and no other sgency
could have done as wisely as she did. All
offerings, great and small, were gathered
regularly and systematicslly, and thus the
habit of giving was formed, and no one, no
matter how poor, would approach the saltar
without an offering, But the Reformation
changed all this, and the first work of the
reformers was to disparage the Church in the
eyes of the people, by enlarging on her weak-
peages, and hiding the good she was doing and
had done in the world, The people then lost
confidence in religious teachers ; the ‘habit of
giving' wag also lost, and the habit has not been
revived. To revive this habit of giving cheer-
fully ard systematically is, I believe, the great
work bsfore the Church to-day.

To do this means work for the rector, but it
ig work which will repay s hundred fold, It
calls for patience, persaverance, and above all,
gentlenes~. My method is as follows: I send
the following pledge to every member of the
parish : ,

CHUACH OF THE ABOENSION,

PLEDGE 189......

For the Diocesan Assessment, Diocesan Missions
and the benevolent work of the Diocese.

I do hereby promise to pay the several
amounts set opposite the following fands, on
such days as may be appointed by the Canons
of the Church or by’ the Ractor, to receivo the
same through the offertory.

For 7ax Droomsk oF MissouRL

Par Per Per
‘Week. Month, Yoar.

1. Diocessn Miesions ...eee
2. Diooesan Assessment...
3. Aged and infirm Clergy!
4, Orphan Home Fand....
B. 8t. Linke's Hospital . ...
6. Theologioal Education.!
7. Perma'nt Fund for Snp-

port of the Episcopate.

Outside the Diocese.

8. Domestic Missions ....
9, Foreign Missions ....e.
10, Churoh Building Faod
11, For Rector to distrib
ute among above ianda

as he may deem it best

(8lgn Neme here) ....cievivaneiinen
Address

P.8.~Return this Pledge to the Reetor at onoe, by plao-
i ng it on the Alms’ basin,

1, Tex Law. Upon the first day of the
week let EVERY ONE oF You lay by him in store
88 God hath prospered him. [1 Cor, xvi,; 2.]

II. Tam Promisn. He that soweth little
shall resap little, and he that soweth plenteously
shall reap plenteonsly. Let “every mar do
according as he is disposed in hig heart, not
grudgingly or of necessity ; for God loveth a
Caxusron Grves [ Prov, xix; 17.]

When these are returned, I file them for
reference. Then in a blank book we write the
nsmes of contributors and the amount of the
monthly offering, and distribate it as desixed.

T olaim for this systam, (1) that it is simple,
(2) thatiiis effective, (3) that it interests the
contributors concerning the work to which
they give their offerings, Under this plan the
oontributions of the parish have besn more
than trebled, and will at the end of the year

show & per capita offering of about five dollars,

probably more, and this without being com-
pelled every Sunday ‘to talk money.’

INATTENTION OF MEN TO CHRISTI-
. ANITY,

———

G. V. in Church Bells says on this sabjeot :
The inattention to Christianity and to public
worship—which, of course, means far more
then attendance at morning or evening tervice
—by the men, is meedless: to prove; because
although in & few ohurches the number of men
attending is very beantiful and enmcouraging,
this is not so generally, and particalarly too
as relates to the Holy Communion,

Now, will the following suggestions prove
practiosble? Perhaps they are already in
operation. If 8o, there is no harm in suggest-
ing their extension, and there will be no harm
in eliciting suggestions and experiences from
others, With & loving longing, them, to
strengthen the Church as Christ'sown divinely

appointed corporste body for doing good, of
which He is the Founder and the Head, the
following thoughta are offered for considera-
tion. Probebly they are not new, Loet it be
hoped that they all are wise and true. Chiefly,
then, in regard to the political stump oratory
and newspaper inflaenceso successfally wielded
against the Churoh.

It does not, perhaps, require that the difi
culty be met by actual confliot and controversy;
but rather by teaching the trath, and by not
boing ashamed to proolaim it. A pewspaper
which the working olasses will purchase as
their paper, whick they will trust as being
truly in their interest, and in which Churoh
matters are honestly put before them as affect-
ing their interests in every way, womd prove
of incaloulable benefit. This has been attempt-
ed, indeed, in various piaces, Possibly, in
some instances, the effort is prospering and
doing a good work, But it cannot prosper
unless it is really a good paper, with news
close up to date, not a day or two after every-
body has heard it. Itis muoch easier to des.
cribe what a paper ought to be than to produce
it and to sell it, and yet it ought to be aelf
gupporting. Subsidised papers rarely prosper;
but & working man's Times or Standard, or
something very like these, is what is needed,
with perhaps a little more about Church history
than they give, The working folk do not
know the truth about the Church, and there
fore their inferences are unfair to themselves
and Christianity, Let them know the truth,
and stamp orators may rage and orate in vain,
Whether the clergy may not and ought to teach
much more than they now do, by very carefal
outechisings (mot by oareless questioning,
which is positively harmfal) and by & sermon
onoe amf again full of truthfal statements
nicely and lovingly told, must be, of course;
left to them to determine. It would seem as
though good resnlts have ere now followed
gome suoh efforts. Then, in regard to worship,
morning, noon, and night, the eervices must
be manly. That is to say, they must be oarried
out in & manly and reverent way. Given,
Morning Prayer, or Litany, or Evensong, it is
beyond doubt that they can be o rendered as
to repel a congregation from joining in thom,
and can be 80 ministered a8 that tho people can
soarcely refrain from taking 8 hearty partioi-
pation in them. It may be said here that the
clergy are hardly aware what an unseen but
almost magical power for good is within them,
which, wisely used, brings the people along in
reading the Pealms, or in ohanting and singing
or in the Litany, or the Prayera How, too, a
congrogation listens to God’s Word when,
without-affectation, mannerism, self conscious~
ness, or conceit; the Leasons, Epistle, Gospel,
are distinotly and naiarally read to the people,
A manly tone, combined with trae reverence,
ought to charaoterize the priest in all he does,
‘Love and power and asound mind’ may be
manifeet without any laok of reverence ; and

these become the Christiav pricst in all he
does, though in himself he be nothing and be a
truly hamble magn, as he ought to ba.

Bat all must be manly, Singing, sermons,
preaching, oatechesis—all loving, bui such ss
men may listen to and feel that there is good
gense, reasonabloness, and truthfalness in what
is done and said, Muoh harm has been done
by a perfunotory way in performing ocoasional
services, and sometimes, again, by extreme
fussiness. Is there not such a thing, evenin
services, a8 ‘taking the folk into one's oonfi-
dence’ and acting in all Church funstions upon
the priociple of the Catechism, that they are
members of Christ, tho obildren of God, aud
inheritors of the Kingdom of Heaven, and that
the minister is there as their ‘S8ervant for Christ
Jesus' sake' to ocarry ont with thom and for
them the appointed offces of the Charch of
their God and Father ? [If it be said that they
know nothing about the Prayer book, its mean-
ing, and its offices, whose fanlt is it? Qught
not the meaning and object of all these things
to bo constantly so aliuded to that all ahall
know and understand, and eo value them? The
two points mentioned must bo met by the
Charch, The hints now offered may or may
not be right suggoestions. Probably other and
better suggestions will be afforded. The
Church can meet every difficulty, and is bound
to do so.

Two other suggestions shall conclude this
comment :—In overy parish there ought to bo a
wookly celebration of the Lord’s Sapper, and
for evary pariek an aunual confirmation, The
Church muet show that sho bolieves the im~
portanoce of these things which she professes to
regard as almost necessary to salvation. Let
her be true to Her Divine Founder, and she
will win all unto Him,

FASTING.

One of the strange inconsistanoies of the des-
cendants of the Puritans is their disrogard of
Bible precept and example in the disuse of
fasting. Holding to a type of religion peculiarly
austere, and professing exact conformity to the
Bible, they not only neglest but affest to des—
pise this mears of spiritual discipline which
hsas tho highest sanotion of Holy Soripture, has
always been enjoinod by tho Church, and has
been practiced by Christians from the earliest
times. It is amazing to find, as we do find

from time to time, newspaperas and preachers,
reprosenting one or anothor of tho Protestant
denominations, declaiming against fasting as
mere formalism, 8 snperatitions snd senseless
exercine, delusive to the soul and injurious to
the fiesh,

To the benefit of fasting as a means of dis.
oipline, a practioe of self-denial, an avguirement
of rolf-sontrol, snd expression of ponitencs, all
bistory and experience witness. As to ita
effacts upon tho body, physiologists agreo thet
in moderation and st repular intervals it is
hygienio. To the fall grown and well fed man
or woman, who is not subjected to very ex-
hausting labor, abstinence from fl2sh food every
Friday in the year and morefreqaently during
Lont, is & most wholesome and healthy rulo,
even if it had no reference to religions precept
or eoclesinstioal observance.

Interesting experimonts have lately demon.
strated that even very long poriods of fasting
may bo undergoue bo some constitations, with-
out detriment to health. A noted oaseis the
Italian Succi who haa abstained from food for
forty-seven days. Not many of the bestfed
Christiane conld survive the balf of that time
withoat nourishment ; but it is not a little
amusing to hear a plump ‘Prayer Book Charoh-
msan' deolare that he must have meat three
times & day and seven days in the wesk, and




