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stated, that our general design is to
ha_"“ony, and connection, of these Lessons
5 L“lll‘gy, and that we have not space, at

Without, therefore, pretending to go into all
the reasons, which might have effect in settiog
Jacob and Rebekah's conduct in a better point of
view than that in which it appears upon the face
of the story, or to assign the grounds on which
Esau was deprived of the blessing, we shall lay
down one or two principles, which may guide the
plain Christian in his meditations upon this chapter.

1. G?d cannot do wrong, nor countenance wrong.
He carries forward his counsels withcut regard to
the follies, the crimes, the frailties of men. He
make.s the good and the wicked—the virtues and
the vices of men—alike minister to his designs.

7. G:md bad, before Esau and Jacob were born,
determined that Jacob should be the son in whose
line the promised seéd should come; and though
Isaac, perhaps not understanding the full intent of
the prophecies, wished to have blessed the former,
he was by the artifice of Jacob and his mother, pre-
vented.

3. Whether Jacob and his' mother acted rightly
or wrongly in this matter, concerns us no farther
than this—that, if they acted wrongly, we are nof
{o imitate them. The Scriptures give us the failings,
as well as the virtues, of the characters they repre-
sent ;. they set before us the whole truth, without
disguise.  And, though God's counsels are effected

by their act, it is no evidence that God approves
of that act.

Upon the whole, therefore, without entering into
the question of right conferred upon Jacob, by
Esau’s selling hig birthright to him for a mess of
pottage, or other reasons suggested by learned men,
to justify Jaceb and Rebekah, we may gather from
the transglction, that God bad fore-ordained that
the promised seed should come in Jacob's line.—
Therefore, all things worked together, and his will
was done. ‘

It may be observed also, because God had fore-
ordained that Esau's family should not be the one
which was to have the honour aud privilege of being
the line in which Christ should come in the flesh,
“we have no ritht to assume from this that he might
not be saved. aud inherit eterpal life.

‘Evenina Paaven—FirsT Prorer [EssoN.—
Genesis xxxiv.—As the Proper Lesson, fur Morn-
ing Prayer, related only to the general subject of
this period, so that for the Evening Service, seems
to have a more special connection with the imme-
diate topics of the Collect and Epistle for the day,
and with the duty of penitence and purity to which
our attention is to be directed in Lent. It is, in-
deed, still an account of the chosen family from
which the Messiah was to come, and a link in the
history of their pilgrimage. It again shows the de-
signs of the Almighty carried on, in spite of Jacob's
plans, and even by the fall of his daughter, and the
wicked revenge taken by his angry soms. Ile
would have settled in Hamor's land, and married
among his people, but events, over whick he had
no controul, compelled him to wander ov. But

the transaction has a particular bearing upon the
effects of indulging evil thoughts, against which we
pray in the Collect, and exhibits the mischiefs, and
adversities, we may bring upon ourselves, by giving
way to those lusts against which St. Paul, in his
epistle, warns us.

“Let this dreadful judgment,” says Wogan,
“ which attended the sin of impurity, and so hor-
rible an abuse of the means of grace, to be a lasting
warning to us of the great danger of such crimes,
and teach us not only how that one sin begets, and
draws on tc another, but how very properly the ex-
hortation of the Apostle in the Epistle for this day
against uncleauness, is made choice of by the Church
to employ our meditations at this solemn season,
“in regard of that repentance we are presumed to
have entered upon. For no one sinful habit can
threaten greater danger, or deserve a greater mea-

sure of repentance, than this of lust and unclean-
ness. All our mortifications will be rejected for
\ hypocrisy anfi mockery, if we cleanse not ourselves

from all filthiness of flesh and spirit, in order to
‘ perfect holiness in the fear of God. But as a wise
and religious exercise of fastings, and other acts of
severity apd self-denial, are the best remedies
against all sin, 8O they more especially contribute
to subdue those of the flesh, (I mean all softness,
effeminacy, and self indulgence, as wellas unchaste
appetites,) and redundance of spirits, which ease
and free liviog_c¢ertainly leave behind, They cut
off those luxuriances of nature, take away the mat-
ter which the tempter’s suggestions work upon, and
put us ia a better condition of standing our ground,
and gainiog the fort within, by starving out the
enemy's forces that lie intrenched there.” So says
Dean Stanhope on the Epistle for this day. Aud
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the Gospel concludes with a comfertable and en-
couraging example, in the humble £ an
woman, That our sincere, if persevering, enucuvours
and prayers, will, at length, prevail, for casting out
the evil spirit of uncleanness, or any other predomi-
nant vice.—Amen. So be it.”’

The consequence of Shecham's lawless indul-
gence of his passion for Dinah, were of the most
terrible description, and involved both his family
and his city in destruction. But, we think, that
few will read the account of this transaction with-
out judging that the revenge of Simeon and Levi
was quite as unjustifiable as Shechem's lust, and
that the treachery and fraud, (so contrary to the
line of conduct which St. Paul, in the Epistle, re-
commends,) by whieh they accomplished the gra-
tification of their vengeance, was still more detest-
able, and richly deserved the indigoation whici it
appears to have roused among the inhabitants of
the land. Jacob, their father, foresaw that such
cruelty and perfidy would cause a combination of
all the neighbouring tribes against*him, to slay and
destroy him and his house. Ile was compelled to
change his abode ; and he himself seems to have
shared in the feeling of disgust and anger, due to

their conduct. Ile not ouly rebuked them sharply
at the time, but remembered it even on the day of
his death; and pronounced against them, the fol-
lowing affecting and awful curse, or rather declara-
tion, (for it appears to be in the nature of a pro-
phecy, rather than imprecation, or c.lling down)
of the divine wrath.

“ Simeon and Levi are brethren ; instruments of
cruelty are in their habitations. O, my soul, come
not thou into their secret; unto their assembly,
mine honour, be not thou uuited ; for in their an-
ger they slew a man, and in their selfwill they
digged down a wall. Cursed be their anger, for
it was fierce; and their wrath, for it was cruel; |
will divide them in Jacob, and scattet them in
Israel.” (Genesis xlix. 5—7.).

Such were the © adversities "’ they brought upon
themselves, by giving way to their passion; as
Shechew, also, did upon himself, by giving way to
his lust. L
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DIOCESE OF TORONTO.

Collections made in the several Churches, Chapels and
Missionary Stations in the Diocese of Toronto,
towards the augmentation of the General Purposes’
Fund of the Charch Society, on the first Suuday
after the Epiphany, January 12, 1851 :

Previously announced.......ceee vrreenes £213 13 83

St. Peter's Church, Thorold...£2 13 8

1

St. Paul's ¢ Port Robinson 0 15 1,
—per Rev. T. B. Fuller............ooee. LS
st. John’s Church, Jordan...... 0% &
St. Jame’s ‘¢ Port Robinson 0 17 6
—per Rev. A, Dixon..c.cooiiniiiinins 115 0
St. Genrge's, Kingston, per Ven. Archd.
BEIATS o SR TG e i Leibes 15
St. Paul’s, Kingston.. P10
WBLET 008 .. vis o doveiiissduils 0 258
—per Rev. W. Greig....cooevirnianeens, 1 8 6
St. John's, Portsmouth, per Rev. W. M.
Herchmer.....cooeessacens 5> o facs o AusR 57 013 0
St. Mark’s Barriefield ... 8 B8
St. Jame’s Pittsburgh..... « 9 39
McLean's School-house.. . 013 6
Franklin’s School-house......... 7 6
—per Rev. Henry Brent ...cocvveeiee.. 8 60
Singleton’s Corners, South Crosby, New-
bore, per Rev. N. Watkins.......... = 016 0
St. Paul’s Church, Loughboro. 0 3 10
St. Jame’s Portland .......c..... 0 4 6
Waldron’s S. house,Storrington 0 7 3
Osborne’s  “ - i e |
Marshall’s  * Kingston 0 3 0
McFarland’s * » 0 4 4
—per Rev. T. W. Allen... w..oooovienens 1 50
Christ’s Church, Port Maitland, pr. C. W. 110 0
e R
142 Collections, amounting to ...... £235 12 43
T. W. BIRCHALL,
March 12, 1851. Treasurer.

The Treasurer has also to acknowledge the follow-

ing :—
St. John’s, Leeds.......c.c..ou0 .£0 9 0
Trinity Church, rear of Lans-
ROWR i iliiaih adindiing 07°% 0
—per Rev. N. Watkins..........ciiiaeees €0 14 .0

CHURCH OF THE HOLY TRINITY, TORONTO.

‘Fhe Annual Meeting of the Parochial Association of
the Church of the Holy Trinity, Toronto, in conaexion
with the Tncorporated Chusch’Society, was held in the
Church, pursuant to notice, on the evening of Ash-
wednesday, after Divine Service. The following Re-
port was read and adopted, and the appended Resolu-
tions passed by the members of the Association, of
whom a larger number than usual were present, to-
gether with many others of the congregation gene-
rally s=—

REPORT

Of the Ch_nrc,of the Holy,Trinit¥ Parochial Associa-
n

The Church of the Holy Trinity Parochial Associa~
tion, in connexion with the Incorporated Church Society
of the Diocese of Toronto, was formed on Thursday
the 28th of December, 1848. Its design is twofold—
1st, to assist in common with all the other congregations
of the Chureh,in the maintenance of the General So-
ciety, established for the furtherance of Church-objects
throughout the Diocese ; and 2nd, to promote by united
efforts in our own especial congregation any _Church-
object which we may, year after year, find desirable te

keep in view.

Our first year’s income Was...oossseeese . 5 s G

Our second 2617 23

In accordance with an understood rule of the Associa~
tion, one fourth of these amounts was contributed tothe
General Society for the assistance of destitute missions,
aid in the building and repairing of Churches, circula-
tion of the Bible and Prayer Book, and other general
objects of the Church Society. The remaining three-
fourths, with some assistance obtained from the Bishop
of Toronto, have enabled us, as resolved on by the As-
sociation last year, to erect and pay for the Sunday
School-house which now stands on the south side of the
Church of the Holy Trinity. Though an humble strue-
ture of wood, and ‘only of a temporary nature, it pos-
sesses a certain degree of scholastic and church charae-
ter, and answers its purpose very well.

With respect to the contributions of the present year,
it is proposed, that they should be set apart towards
purchasing the fee-simple of the two lots on which the
School-house stands.

These lots commanding a view down James-street,
will be eligible also as a site for the Parsonage House
of the Church of the Holy Trinity.

A donation in land, convertible into money, or to be
kept as an endowment, has been kindly promised by a
meraber of the congregation for the furtherance of this
object.

The income of the present year, and future years, set
apart for the purchase of this real estate for the Charch,
might be invested in some beneficial and safe way,

until the amount desired is accumulated.

" he mode in which the contributions of the members
of the Parochial Association of this Church have been
collected on the two past anniversaries, has been
through the Offertory,—each member attaching his or
her name to the envelope containing the donatien placed
in the Alms-dish within the Church. (By this means
the names and donations are enrolled in the General
Society’s records and annual report.) It is desired to-
continue this convenient and at the same time solemn
and peculiarly appropriate church-mode of gathering in
the funds of this Association.

It will be remembered that a person beceming 2
member of this Parochial Association, by donation or
benefaction, is a member also, and benefactor to the
Genesal Dincesan Church Society, which now ‘extends
throughout the Whoiv of Western Canada. 3

It is proposed that on Sunds i J s
St By i ety bt s s Eg'ﬁt.ﬁﬂ
six p.m.) the members of this Associativn and the Con-
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| gregation generally be requested to present their annuat -

offerings at the usual EveningOffertory within theChurch
—each member, as on former occasions, inseribing,
his or her name on the envelope containing the donation
or subscription—to be devoted, in the proportion ex=
plained above, to the purchase, as the site for a Parson-
age House and School House, of the two Jots on which
the present temporary School House is erected, on the
Sout{; side of the Chutch of the Holy Trinity.

Moved by Mr. O’Brien, seconded by Mr. Brent.

Resolved, 1.—That the teport just read be adopted,.
and printed, and circulated among the merabers of this
Association, and the congregation of the Church of the
Holy Trinity generally.

Moved by Mr. Brent, seconded b{ Mr. Young. |

Resolved, 2.—That our Minister be requested to in=
vite the members of this Association and the congrega-
tion generally, to present their contributions for the
present year Lhrouvrl)x the offertory, on the evening of
the 6th Sunday in Lent, (April 6th).

Moved by Mr. Young, seconded by Mr. Hogg.

Resolved, 3.—That the income of the Association for
the present year be set apart for the purchase of the-
fee-simple of the two lots on which the temporary
Sunday and Parochial School-house of the Church of the
Holy Trinity now stands.

Moved by Mr. Plees, geconded by Mr. Anthoney
B. Townley.

Resolved, 4.—That the funds received be safely and
beneficially invested by the Churchwardens for the
object designated in the 3rd resolution.
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SIMCOE DEAN ERY BRANCH.

Rev. AND DEAR Sir,—At the request of my Rev’d
brethren of the Simcoe District, I forward, for insertion
in “ The Chuwrch’” newspaper, a short account of our pror
ceedings at the various annual meetings held in behalf
of our Church Society. It has been customary for se-
veral years, for the meetings to be held in immediate
succession, 80 as to secure as large an attendance of the
Clergy as possible. This result has generally been at-
tained. This year, interest has been created in the cause,
and an opportunity has been afforded for the Clergy to
meet and comfort one another by communing concerning
God’s blessings, and urging each one to renewed exer-
tions in this missionary field : only those who are sepa-
rated (as most of the Clergy in this district are) for
twelve months together, can appreciate the pleasure
derivable from meetings such as ours, In the February
of each year.

Every year that comes round shews more clearly the
wisdom of the promoters of our Society, so admirably
adapted as it is to the peculiar circumstances of the
Diocese, and doubtless, as its objects become more
thoroughly understood, its funds will proportionably
increase.

The meetings at Barrie, Orillia, and Penetanguishene

tion, in connexion with the Incorporated Chuzch,
Saciety of the Diocese of Toranto..

were all well attended, both by Clergy and Laity,—and:



