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nue of escapo.  Ie combatted these feelings, but
not with & determined will, for they returned to
him again and again, and each time with inercas-
cd power.

Every letter from Clarn—and they came wing-
ed by fondest affection—revived his dormant ten-
derness; but searcely were they folded and laid
aside, when a feeling of dissatisfiction crept over

-him, and the calm of happy-love became weari-

someand distasteful. The light badinage of friends,
usual on such occasions, often wounded his self-
love ; the praises of Clara caused a jealous pang,
and that superiorily of mind and character which
had won his proud admiration, he bezan to re-
gard as an encroachment on his own lordly privi-
lege of absolute supremacy. The struggle was
long, the strifo bitter, between selfishness and
Principle, honor and inclination, in the mind of
Manners; and it ended, as all who knew him well
might have forescen,——he was again a free man.

Months passed away, and the world ceased to
speak of Iorace Manners and his late cngage-
ment. It was a nine days wonder; some had
blamed, and others marvelled, but only to a few
Wwas known the real truth, for it lay hidden deep
in his own heart ; and from his nearest friends he
would gladly have concealed the shame and re-
morse which his breach of faith, his dereliction of
honor and principle, had caused him, He had
left diregtly for Europe, to scek there, relief in
change and occupation of mind ; and busy gossip
Whigpered, that when the prize was lost, he would
gladly have regained it;—but it was too late.

Midsummer came; and all the city world, wea-
Tied with dust and heat, began to woo the cool
breezes of the country, or the luxury of sca-bath-
ing. Bella Elwyn joined a party of friends who
Were passing some wecks at a fashionable water-
Ing-place; but, as they were gifted with mora
Common-sense than usually falls to the lot of ultra-
fashionable people, they soon wearied of the dis-
Play, the formality and excitement of a crowded
Tesort, and removed to a more retired bathing-
Place, where they enjoyed eatire frecedom, with
Just company cnough to save them from the conui
of perfect seclusion. From this place, Bella wrote
thus to her brother Frank—

“You may, if you please, dear Frank, imagine
™Me transformed into a veritable mermaid ; and

Y, neither ¢ Sabrina fair,” nor any other daugh-
of the “briny deep,’ over sported in her pative

°.]°m¢snt with more joyous delight, than decs your
“istor Bella, Now fancy some half dozen, or more,
Of ws—fair damscls and comely matrons—emerg-
"'g.ffom the shelter of the little huts used for dis-
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beach, each one arrayed in a funciful dlouzs and

trowsers, with an oilskin cap on her head, ang
then, half frightcned at our own thadows in suely
a dégagé costume, we bound across the sandy

‘beach with naked

That shines like snow, and falls on carth as l\{l:tt: B
and nicet the waves as they comne roiling on, dad,.
ing over our heads, and breaking on the shore,
How purc and fresh those waves eome, free from
the broad ocean; and what a Tuxury to feel thoy
bathing our limbs, on a sultry day, while we to.
about and sport in the clear salt water, like a
shoal of dolphine!l Then, in the long brillia
twilights, we have boating, and driving on the
beach, which is as smooth as a marble Paverient,
and pic-nics on the rocks; for the momins, we
have a little good-natured gossip, music, and plen-
ty of books, to say nothing of wursted wark,
purses, and watch-guards, the never-failing re-
sources of female ingenuity. And from all iy
houses round, the company meet two evenings
every week for a kop, and without any tedious
ceremony. Ah, my grave brother, if you were
only here, we would soon make you as merry as
‘King Cole, that merry old soul,’ de,

“One of our harmless amusements is to watch
the new arrivals. Whenever the sound of wheels
is heard, or the little boat comes steaming roun
the point, or the whistle of the cars vibrates on
the air, away we all fly to the piazza and ile
window, to scrutinize the new comecrs; and if
‘variety is the spice of life, we are gencrowly
supplied with it.

“Wehad a charming arrival some ten dayssinee;
a small party of ladies, and with them one youns
lady—la demoisclle par excellence; now is not
your heart thumping to know her name, Frank?
Not you have no curiosity ¥ Well, I must tell
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you, then, It was Clara Graham, the once lored

of your consistent, honorable friend, Iorace
Manners. Is it not odd, that I should meet her
heret and we are already the warmest fricnds
imaginable. I shall begin to have fiithin the
affinity of 8pheres, which some philosophers ns.
sert, is the theory of attraction, for I am irresis-
tably drawn to her. Itis not strange that Man-
pers loved her; even you Frank, with all that
crust of old bachelorism growing over you, I Jo
believe would fall in love with her, sho is 60 spiri-
tuclle, so very lovely.

“ 8he is as cheerful as a bird, one would never
supposoc she had ever deoply suffered, at least,
one who looked only on the outward expression,
which is always sweet and serene.  But I have

8, which stand like sentincl boxes along the ¢ had a glimpee of her inner sclf, snd I know that
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