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and five wide ; some are even a footlong. Those which arg
not fit for drawing are colored for other purposes. . Rice Paper
absorhs water, and swells so as to prosent an elevation, which
continues after it becomes dry, and gives to the drawing a vel-
vety appearance and a - relief which no - other kind of paper pro-
duces. o

- Riece Paper may, with care, be writien upon, as the ink does
not spread.- The writing is glossy, showiag some metallic sur-
faces.

Examined chemically, it seems to be analogous to the sub.
stance which Dr. John calls medulline. Treated with nitric
acid, it forms oxalic acid. '

The white and pure specimens are much used for drawings ;
the inferior are variously colored, and now extensively used in
forming artificial flowers.. In India, a pasteboard is made by ce-
menting many leaves together, and of this hats are [abricated,
which, covered with silk or other stufly, are firm and extremely
light. ’

Rice Paper was iniroduced into Kurope. about thirty years
ago. The flowers whicl were first made of it sold at an exor.
bilant price. A single bouquet cost Princess Charloiie of
Wales £70 sterling.

From the quality of this paper, it may be most successfully.
employed in painting butterflies, flowers, birds, plants; and an-
imals. Tror this purpose, the object is first sketched on com-
mon paper, which is then to be pasted ona card, The sketeh
must be of a deep black, When executed in this way by the
most skitful hands, the pictures of butterflies, insects, &e.
have been often mistalken for the animal itself pasted on paper.
Rice Paper has also heen employed in lithography with the most
brilliant effect.

1L is dusirable for the purpeses of art that some aquatic plant
should be found in our own climate whose pith is analogous to
that of the (Eschynomene. Isis not possible, also, to fubri-
cale a paper, the tissuc of which may absorh water, and furnish
the relief which gives to rice paper its greatest value?



