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or whim, and caprice invent was thought of for their gratification,
they wcre not to be disappo nied, for fear of spoiling their
temper, and as Miss Emma vas considcred very beautiful,
all contradiction to ber was very strictly forbiddon by her judici.
Dus mamma, from an apprehension that the young lady should
shed tears, which might dim the lustre of ber eye, or give a
melancholy cast to her countenance.. Such was the famitily into
which poor Maria w'as now iniroduced, and in vhich she soon
found she was to be treated with the coolness, and servility of a
dependant.

Long nurtured in the retirement of a country village, the be-
loved of a doating father, the admired of all around ber, and
loving ail withini ber circle with the ardour of a young and
affectionate heart, hiigl-souled as meC, quick as artless,lier.
pride ws awalkened net less tlan her sensibility by tho hauteur
of those ivhom ii rank she kricw to be lier inferiors,-the in
solence of Emna wlio envied lier a look of kindly feeling, or
encouragement fron ber guardian, the guarded yàt jpoirited ili.

treatmcnt of Mrs. Penson who literally grudged ber her food,
werc daily, hourly trials to poor Maria, who in short had plenty
on ber hands. Miss Emma had takein a fancy to the little
orphan, and would have no other to vait on ber, te dress ber,
or curl her Iair, -er mmina lacd also discovered that Maria
worked with extreme neatness, and therefore fournd lier constant
emplcyment at the ncedlé or tambour frane, and, occasionally
when the cook wvas busy, she was found useful in assisting, or

superintending the duties of the kitchen, even the housenaid did
not think she was presuming too much in requesting Miss Aus-
tin to dust the draving room, or her lady's dressing room on
any particular occasion. There iwas lowever one, and only
ene in the family whose youthful heart sympathised with her sur-
pressed feolings, and lieartily wisled il lad been in his poevr te
alleviate their pang; that one wasWilliam, the only son of Mr.
Penson, who thoughi not a favourite in the family, possessed a
mind superior to them all, bis disposition was mild, and bis heart
iîibued with noble sentiments, he watchcd with tenderness the


