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feclings of the brotherhood in these parts in saying |

{hat our Christian sympathy goes out to his beloved
wife and daughter, and other loved ones, as they
are passing under the dark clouid of aflliction:

Wo grieve to Jearn that Elder E. E. Orvis, who
Inbored so extensively in Nova Scotia and various
portions of the United States as editorand preacber,
aud who is ¢l known to our readers through his
frequent contributionsto our columns, died sudden-
ly of apoplexy, at Salisbury, N, C., Dee. 27, while
on his way from Mayfleld, Ky., to Kingston, N. C.

We rresuss that reference is wade to our
brethren in the following—This we do, not that the
name is appropriate to us, or that we recognize it
as such, but from the fact that some have inslsted,
for reasons best known to themselves, that «ce must
and should wear this name. If such a movement
bas been made and any notico hias appeared n any
of our papers, we have forgotten it:

“Tho Campbeihite  Churcii has purchased 18,000
acres of Jand at $1.78 per acre, and taken ip 20,000
acres additional, near Redding, Shasta County,
Californin, on which they intead to found s colony.”
- Scottish American Journal, Jun, 1st, 1885,

Tue CountIrs of Kent, Leanox, Lanark and Ad-
dington, in Ontario, and Brome in Quebec, on the
same day—Jonuary 16th—adopted the Scott Act.
An Ottawa despatch informs us that the saloon
keepers of Carlton County held a meeting to make
arrangements for opposing the Act, which will be
submitted to the people of that County on the 20th,
Lvidently these whiskey dealers do not believe that
the adoption of the Act will increase the sale of

liquors. Surely they arc not blind to their own f

intercsts!! 1s it possible that so many temperance
people are working in the interests of the rum
element and know it not !

Our reADERS will notice that, on the 8th page,
Bro. Edwards, the treasurer of our paper, has
given quitea long list of receipts. 'We call attention
to this with the hopo that. it will stir up to rctivity
some of our rcaders whose names have not thus
appdared, for the reason they have neglected to send
along the price of their paper. Let it be remember-
ed that our desire is to pay for each numbder as it is
issued; and to enable us to do this our friends must
be prompt in sending along their subscriptions.

Tue Atlantic Missionary, of Cuckoo, Va., edited
by our beloved brother L. J. Spencer, finds a hearty
welcome among our exchanges. Judging from the
two or three copies received, we can see how fitting
are the compliments paid it by the other papers.
They contain & variety of matter that exhibits not
only ‘the cxcellent ability of its cditor and his
associates, -but also of its many contributors. It is
an eight-page paper, 20 by 18 inches, published
weekly, and costs only $1.50 a year.

WE FEEL pretly safe in saying that while there
are quite a number of our brethren whe could, by a
little excrtion on their part, influcnce screral others
to take Tme CunistIAN, there is scarcely one but
could get ut least one other name.  Just think of 1t,
liow casily the present circulation might be thus
doubled!! TLet us all set to work at once and see
what can be done in this matter, aud in our March
number we will report the progress.

Bro. Gannrry, who has been suffering intensely
from the cffects of the accident mentioned in the
January number, has, wo are glad to say, so far
recovered that e is now able to move around the
room. It will be some time, however, before he
will be able to leave the house.

. DBro, Ryax has commenced o protracted meet-
ing at*Willimnsport, Pa., and already the fruits of
Lis Inbors are beginning to show. 'Wehope to hear
from him through the columns of THE CHRISTIAN.

Bro. K. C. T.'s articlo on Geography is indeed o
very timely ono; and if we follow the suggestions
he las given, many portions of God’s word will
appear.to us in g new light,

ORIGINAL  CONTRIBUTIONS.

MENDING NETS.

Whon Christ began His minisiry, He bogan to
gather others who should Le preachers of Bis
dootrine, Ho had a work to do and thoreforo
needed workersto doit. Mo found his men mmong
those who wore ondowed with the wift of work,
rather than among thoso onduwed with the gifts
of krowledgo. This docs not justify ignorant and
unqualificd men for the work ; but it dees repudiato
those who can claim only the smell of books,

Among thoso whom Christ called, wo find James
and John montioned, and it is said of thom * thoy
were mending their nots.”  Wo are not o supposs
that mending was their only work, bus that mend-
ing was necoessary to their fishing, aud fishing. was
their business, And yeo wo kiuow that mending is
not fishing. It is one thung to mend & net, and
another thing to use it. Tho object and design of
the not is in i's use ; tho mendiug is all right when
the intention is to uso tho net. But what manner
of good can thero be in mending, unless thero is
the work of fishing ; why spend tinio on the net
unless it is to bo used, Monding nots will not
catch fish. However good and sound the net may
be, it will nover catch a fish unless used.
would not undervalue in the least, the necessity of
mending whon it is noeded, .but.would intensify, if
possible, the folly of furever niending withont any
fishing. These remarks may seem, to some super-
fluous supposing such o weakness on the part of
any, entirely out of the question.  But think again,
dear reader, and seo if you cannot find a. great
amount of mending with but wvery little using.
What is this tempest of words about, so apparent
in the religious world? Is it about doctrine or
doing, living right or belioving right,. pricciple.or
practico? The question is_not huw many souls
huve you blessod, how many have you encouraged,
visited or fed, but what is your ductrine ? are you
sound in the faith, or, using the figure, what kind
of a net have you? I am not raising the question
as to the necessity of mendinz the theological nets,
as all-admit their need of mnending, but rather the
proprioty of giving our timoe and labor to mending
and building up principles that do not build us up.
Thers ave many principles advocated, that possoss
no vitality tobless or build up, and are not therefore
worth special attention. Why then give thom so
much prominence. When we adnit a principle or

allow it to divide and destroy the peaco and happi-
ness of tho children of God. ~ Wo aro compelled to
say, howover, that it is just such principles that
are making the divisions that now exist in tho
religious world.  We have sgen cases where persons
wero refused church fellowship, because thoy did
not receive certain principles and at tho same time
acknowledged by the same, as worthy, faithful
Christians. Such principles aro nut worth mending.
But again, there ave vital principles, such as are
essential to our salvation hero and hereaftor, that
are forever undergoing the process of fixing and

wiser nor better, all because ho has allowed him-
self to beliove that contending for.sound principle
was the use of it.

Tako tho act of baptisim ; all admit that its design
is to bring us inton stato wherein we can receivo the
Divino Spixit. And yot there are cases whero the
act is scen minus the Spirit, which develepes the
abuse and not tho uso of the erdinance. Wo havo
scon porsons busy mending and fixing baptism, to
mako it suit only those who fully understood its
design, and have theroby destroyed tho peaco of
thoso who love tho Lord, thus destroying tho use
of & command, tho design of which, like all of God’s

comuands, is to promote the peaco and prosperity

We.

doctrine is not essontial to salvation, we will not

monding, and after all is done, the mender is no:

I of the childron of God. The institution called the
** Lord s Suppor “ has been undergoing ropairs for
years and is not mended yet, in the estimation of
somo. 7There aro thoso who are sound as to who
shall partake and when thoy shall parlake, but
who will not partako thomselves, when auy littlo
trivinl obstacle seoms to bo in thoir way, orin their
mind. Strange, indecd, that any shou'd suppose
that their soundness in a ductrine or command
would atene for their failuro in their obedience or
attondunce. The great benefit of th's sscred insti-
tution is in its use ; * Do this in memory of me” is
the command of Christ. He who will forsake this,
cannot oxpect the blessing of God. He may still
continue to pray, but wo .know God will lovo us
and bless us whan we-love Him, and we know if
wo do not keep his commandments, it ie becauss
we don't love Him. How can wo then ask God to
bless us when we refuso to koup His commands., A
friend asked the writer not long since, which ho
thought was the bettor, ‘* a good theory with a poor
practice, or a good practico with & poor theoty ;"
a good practice involves the idea of a good theory ;
if & man is wrong in theory, he is apt'to be wrong
in practice ; it is possible, however, for him to have
a good theory and & poor practice, and herein lies
the danger, because the theory is no manner of
good without the. practice. In fact, the thoory’
without the practice is worse than.no theory, or a
wrong theory, becauso ‘‘ho who knoweth his
Master's wi Land d.eth it not, shall he beaten with
many stripes*’ :

The abuse of tho commands of God, is in suppos-
ing therd is any bonefit accruing from them, without
their practical adherance. It is one thing to
declare ‘tho whole counsel of God, and arother
thing to receive it aund livo it: Proaching the
truth, and contending for tho-truth, is not living
the truth Lot us remember-that it is not ours'to
improve the gospel or tv mend it, for we can do
ueither ; ‘but wo can oboy it, and follow ouir copy
to the lotter, and thon will be seon tho design of
truth in our lives. Too many are reflacting what
thoy scem to think is the truth, butit is only the
abuse of it. Truth elovates man, it promotes unity
-and peace in society ; it breaks down the iduls of
tho heart, when not abused. Let us never use the
truth as a pillow to rest upon, but as a medicine to
heal and cure our souls. We will not be content
in simply knowing the truth, but in being deeply
in love withit. God and His Word will' give us
an inhoritanco amon; the sanctified when it builds
<us up, but not without the building.

' H. Munray.
—————
GEOGRAPHY.

Eb1rors CuristiaN.—No doubt many think this
a very strange subject for a communication to a
religious paper. Perhaps you arc among that
number. Ifso, you have undoubtedly a coavenient
place near you, into which this should find its way.

All Christians should like to visit the. Holy Land
and sco for themselves the pleces, (in many cases
the ruins of them) whero the events recorded in the
Bible tranepired. But many do not possess the
means, und not a fow have too little apare time, to
undertako the voyage. Now, though circumstances
provent our goiug, it is not nocessary that we re-
main ignoraut of the topography of tliat placo,
Wo may become acquainted with it in an iudirect
way. That a gevgraphical knowledye is of some
importance in studying the Bible, few will deny.
Of courso in this, a8 in almost overything, there
aro difforent opinions as to what prominence it
should receive.

Many waut to know from curiosity—if from mo
higher motive — the. rélativo position of places
famous in. sacred history, and to havo a pretity
accurato idea of the distanco. betwoen them. By
re ding that portion of acts describing Paul's nijs-




