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A Chapter on Sponges.

Sponge, or rather thi .atin spongia,
was an unnmentionable word in ancient
Rome. 'he article itself, probabiy coarse
and badly prepared, was used for toilet
purposes in those days only in the sense
in which " toilet " is eiplo> cd as a euph.
emnisi by mtanufacturers of certain sani-
tary articles, and spongia, therefore, wias
actually reckoned as an obscene word.
Now we have changed ail that with a
vengeance. The sponge is syibolic of
the greatest of household virtues, and is
reckonvd the most noble of toilet requis.
ites. And why not, for is it not a Con.
panion of the Bath ? It is true that its
ready absorption of liquid refreshnient
has given an unplcasant figurative mean-
ing to the word " sponge," but this is un-
mmîdful of the generous way in whichl
tht toilet article parts with it again, which
the hunan sponge never does. 11owever,
it is this, very greediness foi liq'ior and
capacity for holding it " with comfort,"
lhke a seasoned taper, that inakes the
sponge the important commercial article
that it is. Thete is nothing like it in na-
ture, and nothing like it could be pro.
duced artificially. lis existence looks
like a hint fron Providence tiat cleanli-
ness, like honesty, is the best policy,
especially when we take into considera-
lion that natural boap abounds, and that
natural towels are not unknown. lThe
ingenuity of man ias improved on the
last two products, but tic great P.njan-
druin of inventurs himself could not make
a sponge equal to one fron Nature's
workshop. And, nlow, what is a sponge
anyhow ? as our Atmierican friends say.
'Te " man in the street," who is rather
given to take things for granted, thinks
that il is a vegetable of the sea-weed order
of things. He is not altogether oui of it,
for the best explanation of the nature of
a sponge it we can give in a few words
is that it s an animalized vegetable sub.
stance secreted by a marine organisn.
This organisn, which is lower in the
social scale tihan the jellyfish, sucks in
water continually, and with it microscopic
atoms of animal and vegetable imatter.
The former is assimnilated as food ; the
latter is converted into an inorganic frane.
work to assist the ceaseless pumping
operation. The spontge mlay bc coi-
conpared to the ilkwormî's cocoon,
and the fibre of which it is coin-
posed lias a clicnical relation to silk.

The live sponge in 110 way resemîbles
ilte sponge of commerce. It is surround.
cd by an otier skin, a simple inorganized
miieibranc, and when this is cut open the
living organisn looks soiething lhke raw
beef.

It is intersected with the canais andcavi.
tics which are filled wit a sticky glutinous
substance called sarcode, of a greyisi-
brown color and of the consistcncy of
treacle. The sarcode is the only part of
the sponge that is alive. The flexible
skeleton to wli.:h it is attaclied is inor-
ganic, and it is this that, after certain puri.

fying imanipulations,comes into commerce
as a sponge. It propagates its species by
the formation of cells or by the division
of the parent sponge. 'l'e cell, in ihe
form of a yeliowisli capsule, floats out and
takes up ain independent situation on a
rock, gradually growing larger and larger
by incessant feeding. Attempts have been
made to cultivate the sponge artificially
by dividing it and "l planting " the separ.
ate pieces, but even, after considerable
growtht tlhey still show the marks of the
knife, and are so deteriorated in quality
in the narket that the game lias proved
not to be worth tht candle.

Sponges are found in many warn waters
throughout the world, but the commer-
cial articles comle to is chiefly froms the
Mediterranean, British Honduras, Cuba,
aid Florida. The sponge likes a quiet
life, and only flourishes exceclingly in
calmi waters. Therefore, the best cone
front the tideless Mediterranean, and the
finest variety of these is known fron ils
shape as lthe Turkey cup. The crop is
gathered by trawling and diving, the lat.
ter being the preferable nethod, as the
heavy nets danage the sponges. 'ie
diving is donc with the aid of the mîost
modern apparatus, and also in a state of
iature wititout applianîces. Th'lie Greeks
are the mtost expert ai the work, and in
the Mediterranean filheries amongst the
Greek and Turkish islands they are ex-
clusively employed. At least in one of
these island-, Himia, the sponge fisheries
have affected the matrimionial custoins of
the place. Hinia is a colony of divers,
and ino girl in the isi.mnd can becomte a
b nidc tuttil she lias brouglit np a certain
nutimber of spnntges iln othters of the
Greck lands th-: fairest of the naidens
go to the best divers, paterfamiiias decid.
ing the matter without consulting the
girl' c feelings, probably thinkiig that a
uait who can iest bring up sponges is
most capable of irirging up a faiily. It
dots iot fo)low that the best sponges are
found ai lthe greatest depli. On the con,
trary, in ctrtain varieties the (eeper they
grow the looser is the filre. The Greck
divers, however, have to go down to con-
idlerable distances, atnd diving is a very

arduous and sonetimes dangerous indus-
try. If the Greck, fishing on his own
account, can afford an aîpparatus (and ail
iliese coie froin England) ie buys one.
In sone places in the West Indies the
sponges are in suci sIallow Vwater that
tihey cans be brought up ivitih a long iook,
whici is one of the causes thiat niakes
ilese eorts les expensive.

Vien ithe live sponige is brouglit up it
must be deailt witit at once or putrefaction
will set in and the whole thing wili be
spoiled. In fact, even when rprompt
nieasuTres are taken Ite nieighborhood of
a sponge boat wilt a fair "caîtch" on
board is decidedly unpleasant. But, how-
ever, the sponge ias to undergo mîîuch
prcpar.ition before il is racidy for lthe bath.
room and nursery. First of ail, the sar-
code, which tht fishernien call 'tilk, is
squeezed out, and the sponge is then a

dirty, dark brown article, with bits of rock
attaclhed to il. It is then cither packed
in bags as it is or treated on lthe spot with
sulphuric acid, washed thorotighly in the
sea, and sprinkled with sand, when il is
ready for the market. This is the " un-
bleaclted " sponge of commerce. 'The
others, which have been shipped without
treatient, on arrival are soaked in per-
ntangantate, bleaclhed in hyposulphite of
soda and iydroclloric acid,washed,wrung,
dried, trinimted, and sorted. They are
better looking than the " untbleached"
sp>otges, but lie treatment weakens the
fibre to a cert.ii extent.-A. M. Garance,
in Oils, Colours, and Drysa/'eries.

William Walsh.

After a long illness, extending over a
year, Mr. Willian Walsh, one of Peter-
borough's nost respected citizens, and a
prominent druggist of thai city, died Jîîne
r 2th, aged 53 years.

Mr. Walsh was born in Cavan on whiat
was kinown as the 'I Fallis' Line," on
Christmas day, Decemîber 251h, 2843.
His father was the laite Wi. Walsh, vho
died on 'May 22nd, iS51. His mother
survived until May 141, lô93. He
was the third eldest son of the faiily,
the older brothers being Robert, who
resides on the honestead in Cavai. and
Joln who is in the Uited States. Wesley
Valsh, a youiger brother, is a merchant

in Miillbrook. About five years after !tis
father's death, Mr. Walsh -ane ta Peter-
borought, and shortly after entered the
drug store of his une'e, by inarriage, the
late )r. Ormond, the firm ai thiat time
being Ormtond & Gilmotur, and the
place of husintess the corner at present
occupied Mr. H. S. Macdoinald, druggist.
After a few ycars Mr. Walsh entered into
partnership with I)r. Ornond, and con-
ducted the business joinitly with hii till
the death of I)r. Ornond, when 'Mr.
Walsh assumed full charge of the business,
whiclh ie conducted up to the tiie of his
last illness.

As a mark of the esteeni in which ie
was ield, the places of business ont
George Street ivere closed during the
funicral, which took place on Monday
1411h.

.ason..--.A preparationt simtîilar to lan-
oline has licen put on the mtarket by
Hoffiaitn, I.aRoche& Co., of Basic, Swit-
zerlaid.

CitRvsoToxiNE.-Ote of the tiree alka-.
loids obiained froi ergot by Jacoby, viz.,
chrysotoxinte, secali'îotoxine, and sphace,
tooxinc. It possesses a physiological
action absolutely identical with ergot of
rye, and as it preserves these properties
indefinitely, combines with sodium car-
bonate without affectintg thtese qualities,
and tihus becomes exceedintgly soluble in
water, it is destinsed appantly to supiplant
ergot in practice.


