TRUTII.

Tho Clucago nowspapers are trywng to
dnve into the thiek skulls of ther town
conncilinen, by all tho weapons of earnest
appeal, wit, 1wony, sarcasni, canstic fidicule,
which Chicago scribes know 80 well how to
handlo, tho necesmty of cleamng tho cuy in
viowy of the possiblo visit from Lame Chuluia
poxt year. In wihich connection 1t smght
well be asked, Is Toronto as well prepared
a3 sho ought to be for a vimt frum that
teiniblo ofd lady n case she should tako it
1to her head to cume so far?  Gentlemen,
whoso duty 1t 18 to louk after thoe bealth of
tho city, verbsat sup. Yvua remember 1 Dr.
Canmtl witl dv s duty and Cuatsworth
aven ho whose other pamo 8 unphatially
an I, willtry., Comy, 1t 18 a staff ucehied and
rebetlious people, 1t will need you both, and
10 mestako,

W hat a wize man David bad been, that is
David, hing of Ierac), whoso salis some of
the stalted stupids of tho present day think
such puor things. Now just lct every body
consider such a remark as this. -*' Tla
1icked borrowcad and  payil nvt aguin,
bat the 1eghteons showdth meacy and gindd.’
Ah, David goud old fellow, 80 yua tod koow
the terrors conuected with burruwing neigh-
bours ! Yesland uutgn!y Lurrewing ucigh-
bors but neighbors wi) were of the wicked
ono, jor they never pard buck, ‘LThat was
hid. No wonder that, though a King, you
often cried out in the agony of your heart
Decauso of the wicked who beset yuu round
like bees and clamorously asked for what
they never meant that you ghould sec any
more. Dear David, what did they borrow ?
Did they over send ronnd of a morning to
the palaco back door for a cupful of oatmeal
with which thoy might mako a little whole.
sawe parridge that their souls might bless
God and tho King before they gave up the
ghost? It is to bo feared not, for it was not
at all certain that the virtres of oatmey
porridge wero sufficiently known at th~i
time and in those regions, though it is cer-
tain that in after years Danicl, who was of
the sced royal, rclished * pulse  which was
cither porridge or mash. Leigh Hunt or
his wife borrowed from tho Carlyles many
a cupful of porridge ready-made, but wlho
could ever expect that such cupsiul would
ever borepaid? Leigh had fully lcarnt the
les:on that baso is the zoul that pays, but
the cucmics of David’s goul do not gcem to
have pursucd the food whick Scotchmen
lore, Whatthen? Did they borrow rico to
make puddings of ? 1t is possible, but not
in the lat degreo Jikely. Did they ask for
a “drawing” of tea? or had thoy the
slightcst hankering after brown sugar in
cven tho smallest quantitics? History docs
not eay that tho saccharine arrangement,
was very common in those days, indeed
Trottt belicves that the word segar docs
not occur oven once in the whole of the
Bible. So it is to bo presumed that it was
not for cither brown or crushed sugar that
tho scrvant damsel came round the corner.
It is provoking that the King of Ieracl dous
not condescend to particulars. Derhaps it
was a few fresh cges that formed the specia)
object of desirs. Yerhaps, as David was o
family man it was a cradlc of which ho had,
no d~ubt, a considerable stock. This is not
improbable.  Tnurs has heard of well
authenicated cates not a nundred miles
from Toronto, of a cradle being borrowed for
six months and of tho owner being then
directed to scud for it as it was no moro re-
quired, So it is exccedingly likely that
David was triced by his cradles being coveted
and not retumned in timo wheo a new arrival

glrmoromsly eried for their £oothing move.

No, 1t was not tubacco that was arked for, for
1f 1t had been vavid would have sent the
unfortunate to the gencral atoro round the
corner, 16 was—it was—well what was
it?! As sure as fate, it was a couplo of
pounds uf new potatoes just when thoy
had newly como i and wero o most tooth.
somo morsel. Yes, and thero was a solomn
promise to repay, but it camo to nothing,
No wonder that David eaid in his haste
that all men wero liars, Such condact was
coovugh to pruvoko any Ludy, But Tkurtn
takes the hiberty of saying that if David had
huen settlod in somo quarters of Turonto and
had Leen beside gomo borruwing ncighbours
there who hold ther heads protty high, he
would bavo said all that he dud say, notin
his haete, but decidedly, and in tho most
emphatic terus at hislosurctime, Surcasavy
thing ho would! 1Why there aro those in
the Qucen City of the West who will bur.
row o tiagle suck of an orange or, Crede
miki, o siogle Llow of a slightly soiled and
greatly  crushed  pucket  handkerchicl !
Borvow ! why Heaven help thewn they would
bosrow tho ccppeis that aro laid un the eyes
of the dead, and find somo use fur the blea h.
ed Lunes of these neighbours’ graudmuther |
Oh yo Llortowing fiends that add a uew
terrur to lifo aud rub the grave of half ity
gloom, rcad the 37th Psalin and repent ia
dust and ashes, whilo at the zame time
Iet all sotried cry out in the aguny of ther
souls, From all too familiar and borrowing
neighbours, good Lord deltver_us_t

Trorn confesses to a very real it wholly
inexzusablo sympatay for gossk. As long,
that is, as tho gossip 18 not simply alander
and malicious back biting under a moro
cuphonious name. For thatat has no pati-
cnce. A mero back-biter, shimy, treachorous,
snake-like coward and humbug that ke
or sho is, as tho casc may be—mole and
female of that genus aro aliko detestable—
should Lo scnt to the most hopeless zort of
carthly Purgatory,

But a little lively, not ill-natured human.
ly interesting falk about one’s neighbors is
it not delightful? Let the proprivty dragons
preach as they liko to tho contrary. A sharp
critic will no doubt remind ono that the most
inveterate dragon will never preach alout
the delightfulnces of gossip, but about its
wrongfulness, It dclightfulnessis aforegone
conclusion, Were it not so delightful it
would not be done.  But let this pass, It

is natural for men and women to talk about
one another, and if kept with 1n due boand,

there is nothing wrong about 1t cither, Why
**dear mo,” what a dulluninteresting dreary
round of monotonous cxistouco lifo would
become wero our hips to bo hermetically
sealed about our neigbbors, thexwr joys and
sorrows, their weaknestes, their hittle peee
cadiilocs, their mistakesand awk wardaoeszes,
their lovemakings, flirtings, and jiltings
their house-warmiogs and heart-breakings’
their billings and cooiogs and all the other
tnﬁﬂg things which after all form both tho
warp and tho woot of life for most of us,
Tho worst of it 13 that gossip 13 50 olten 1l
natored, and mach of it ondoubtedly is
uumply devahish,  There is so much of at,
which in the most barefaced way is mann.
factured out of the whole cloth, and stamped
with tho signet ring of approval of Satan tho
Father of Lics. How shall tho right kind
always bo kept 50, and no harm bo doze ?
Aye, but how can ono make fan of hisncigh.
Lor's weakness without being over malignant,
Thcere's the rab.

When is the wholo world going in for
ready monoy and the abolition of all day
Looks and ledgora? It would pay all honest

peeplo while i wowrld bo death sure to the

impecunious and uunprincipled. Bad dcota
must bo covered somowhere and somo how.
Iow is this done? By malang tho honest
not only pay for himself but for his dishonost
neighbouc who Jives on tick as well, It is
not to be supposed that a tradesman can aell
on credit as cheaply as ho could do for cask.
Yet it is a fact that with too mamy
of theso gontry the cash payer is put
un cxactly tho samo fuoting with him who
puser pays oftencr than oncoe in six months,
it ho docs oven then, not to speak of *'cver.”
Nouw this is not fairr, It is not honest, and
tt is discuuraging to honesty. Why should
not cvery tradesman give five or tea por
cent, off for cash without being askcd? Yot
ha is the rare cxcoption who does so. Go
iio a butchor's shop for instance, with
mwnoy in your hand and if you aro thought
good, you will actually Lo asked to let it
staud, fur tho ““ buss™ likes to got a good
round sum at a time. Ifyou aro not known
or not thought good, your monoy is taken
aud not tho ninctieth part of a cont allowed
fur such piymeut below that which is
charged to that flashy carriage person to
whom the ¢Lject is Lowivg and scraping at
the time, though that pink of gentility wou't
fet the tan of bones seo tho cash fur the next
twelvemonth, All this demoralizes people.

The Princo of Montenegro is a thorough
believer ia tho principles of paternal govern
ment,  But bo gives both dudes aud dude-
lings, male and femalo, a very pooc chance
indeed to flourish and grow fat in that be.
nighted kingdom of his, should these pecaliar
produots of civilization ever make theic ap-
pearance there. Somo time ago by his
orders all cafes and drinking shops wero
peremptorily closed, tho Prince being of the
opinion that they could be rerarded as no-
thiog but ¢ £chools of effeminacy, extravaz-
ance, and corruption.” Ho also abolished all
titles, so that now cven the highest fung-
tionarics have to content themselves with
plain Mistor. DBut the mcasure of their
calamity was not yot cven filled up for the
wnhappy people of Moutenegro. Their
Princo hus fately issued an cdictagainst all
extravaganco in dress, including in his list
of cxtravagances, *‘cravats, g'oves, walk-
ng-sticks, paratols, and umbrellas.,” How
thankful wo should all be that wo don'’t live
in Muntenegre, Life in Canada under tho
N. P. and tho watchfal, keenly, critical and
censorial cagle eyo of the Evening News man
is in many rcspects bad cnough, but not to
be able to wear a cravat or carry an um
brella 1 wet weather, or a paratol to shield
ong’s complexion, or a cano for the delecta-
tion of the maidens. Why, cxistence under
such circumstarces would not boe worth hav-
iog. What can tho poor baok clerks and
other offico awells in Montenegro do? Find
somo othcr means it is to be supposed of
proviog their distinction from the grovelliog
crowd.

TroTR cannot resist the conclusion that
Pramo Mumeter Smith, of British Columbia,
made an ass of himsell when he meandered
on in tho way he did at tho dinner given to
bin and svmoe of his colleagucs, by tho
membera of tho press attached to the Villard
cxcursion party. J{ the matter has Leen
repurted correctly, then the most charitablo
conclusion onc can come to in refcrence to
Prime Minister Smith and his bebaviour at
that time, :s that he was moro or less un.
pleasantly laboring under the <ffects of
liquor. In short ho must have been drunk,
Trori isinclined to think. The excuso is
ono which, unfortunately for tho honor of
CanadianStatesmen, hastobealltoofrequent.
Iy brought forward. What did Smith say,
do como of tho readers of TroTi nvk ? YWhy,
he palevered away aboul Cannda auncxing

California and other portions of the Unitel
States, trying to show that Califurnia no.ld
novor amount to anything, but that British
Columbia is €ito futuce seat of cipire oo the
Pacific Coast, All which may ¢r may nt
bo true, TRUTH expresses no oplnion, Iti.
not 8o iatimat.!y acygmainted with the
desigus of I'rovilenco as somo peuplo would
seom to bio, and does ot beliove that thero
aro sufficiont data as yct, at least upon
which to found any such wild speculations
ag these, Buat to vapour firth such senti
wments before gentlumon wlhoso positin as
hosts forba . reply, was to ehow intellcct.al
and noral obturences which were simply
abncrmaol, aud coul Lonly be cvenercused on
the plea that thq speaka was he'jlossly
fuddled or inexorably anass. Now then,
Swith (are you avy relation f Amor ¢
Cosmcs ) risc and cxplain or rather cry
peccats ond Trera will let yua ([T thisar ¢,
and so will Mr. Villard. Ycu aroa pretry
follow to think of anncxivg avy thing but
a born,

Thoe physical Lraisers with their Lectlo
brows, bull dog jwws and fully devcddopd
avimalism have Lecn giving theiroxhilsii os
with “hard gloses,” aul rahisg {u the Lad
cash from the Kindrcd spirits that Lilieve
in 81id bruiscrs as the very cxvellent of the
carth and tho greatgst glories of humanity.
Now como the iutcllectual bruisers with
their smug lovks and solf sufli ient airs,
gently and caramestly prodlaiuwing to the
world that in the intorest of 2! that ishigh
and noble and for tho advancement cf
“humanity” in all its noblencss, thry—the
said bruisers—ave “‘jist a goin' to hegic,”
and will be "appy to bave a fiiendly rcurd
with any “gentleman” who is still feotish
cnough to believo in a personal God, and
will assure all that ho will guarantee that he
—the said peripatetic bruiser—will, for the
low charge of a quarter per head, knock
auy such *‘pusson” out of timo in ten min-
utes, and givo the audicnce one of the moust
wonderfal intellectual treats that have ever
been prescnted to avy number of frec men on
this contincut for the fast two hundred
years,  Come, gentlomen, look alive, and
bring cut your man, Hercam ], ctc, ctc,
ready, ctc., cte., to prove, cte, cte, with
infigito case, ctc., ete. Step right in gome'n,
Tno greatest intellectual mill cver known—
far better cven than the Mill o the Floss,
whatever that was, and whenever fought.
§atisfaction given or your moncy returned.
Butincss really meant  Will cover any rea-
sonable amount at theshortest notice Now,
then, show your mau that we may fight to-
gather,

Complaints are made from & good m-uny
quarters that the Moddd Sikuul is tov mulh
of a mere anthmetical furcing gruund to
scrvo tho best interest of education. Triza
feres thero is too much ground for these com-
plaiots, From all that ho has been alle
to learp, arithmetic is of paruutly tho clu
caticnal be o'l and end all of that iostitu
tion,  Othet sul jects of g aite as nuuch i
portancs, some inight very well be dispused
to cons.der them as of cven more importanco
if not positnely neglected ars yet iua
measure slarred over, and made subsidiary
to arithinetical celerity ina way which by
no weans meeta tho cordial approval of par
ents. Trtri very much fears that sulisient
attention is not paid to tho importance of
dircovering and develop'ng tho diffirent
natural capacitics of children, but that they
arc all forced through the same unvarying
routice of tho Gradgrind mathematical miil
in a way which nomat lead, in not 2 few
cases, 10 very undcsi‘nblo constquencts,
Wo aro told that a child’«standing in arith.

mgtic eterminea his standing fa all otha




