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gas tb the moins of a biouse andi cvery, onle ougbit
tu kiio% ibat the time to sec that a bouse is suip-
plieci witbi good and efficient drainage is wl'ben t.he
homse is l)eing conistructcd. The trouble is that
homses are l)uilt over sewers and connecteci withl
ihenli w'ith as înutcb unconcernl as tbougbi the), %vorc
streanlis of pure %waîer. Unfortnaîely sewers and
drains are ouL of sight. A nman ma), easiîy settie
the question wbetcLhr decaying garbage, in or about
biis premises, is responsible for ol)noxious suiielis,
liut hie cannot of ]lis owni kniowleIdge say tbiat they,
coiiie fromn a clefective drain or sewcr. R-e can learni
sonietbing of the architecture and inechaîîical con-
struction (if a bouse hy observation, but lie cannot
so readily learii how a bouse should be draineci
even if the tbougbt ever occurred to inii that bouse-

driaeconsisteci of any3tingiç more thanl gettingf
ivaste wvatcr* out of sigbt. le bias possibly
heard soniethingr abouît traps iii pipes ancd drains
but dloos not know wvore- to look for themii and
ver), likely, would not know thoir tise Nvlin founci.
A luIiilr's advice and services are paid for but
ofton t0 nlo goodi cîi. tHiere is no part of a bouse
ini wbicb inîperfuct \vork mna>, s0 effecttîally escape
dletectic'i -ls the drainage, hence there is ofien but
little good w'ork ini thec construction of drains. So
long, as the min \vlo builds bis owvn bouse doos
not inow how~ sewaige shiould lie properly dlis1)osed
of, il w~ill bave defect ive drainage and hoe iili bo
troubled \vith sewver gas. So long as tbe tenant of
a bouse is not abte wben hoe lnts t0 dletermine
whieîbor the drainage is properly constructed, as hoe
is tînt tbe bouse is secure, commodious andi %'arim,
those wl'ho bave money to invest will continue to
construct biouses betici' adapteci t0 ventilating die
street sewers than for occupation. A mnan migbit
better pt I is famnily into a sbed iii which the),
îvould suffer froni colcl ini 'inter and bieat ini suni-
mrer than mbt a brick mansion whlere 'Lho \vaste
pipe of ils kiteben sink is not securely tapped and
vontilated, botter for a famîil)' to live ou a Ilouse-
top) îvere 1)oisonous gases are sure to bc disinfect-
cd by pure air, than witbin t1he bouse, altbough it
lias ail the convoniences whicli humaîî ingenuity
can devise, and yet have clefective drains benteatb
it. No provision of the Public lealth Act of Ontario
is of more importance tbani that whicbi provides fdr
the inspection of bouse drains. duri ng construction
l)y the local heCaltb authorities, and I tbink I ail)
safe-in saying no provisioni of tînt Act is 50 s)ISteml-
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atiêally ignoreci. Sp)eaking- fronli ni>' owNv observa-
dions antI experience dtîring sev'eral years il, vbiCh
1 w-as a MeialLealth Officer, and judging froi
tbe niegativ'e replies sent mne b>' die four miellibers
of' Ibis conînîiîtee "'ho hiave replied to tie folIoi'-
ing question, viz.: Are bouse drains and p)lnlbiI1gS
iiispected during- construction, b>' muniiicipal author-
ities ? 'tle redluirenlents of the Act, in t his par-
ticular, are seldoin, if ever, conîplied w~ith, ai least
ini the v'illagles anld snîialler toiîils of thie Province.
Both builclers and oiv'ncrs general>' regard an ini-
torfereîîce ini the niatier on the part of local liealth
authiorities, as gratLlitQLs andi unnecessar>', andI the
co 'nstruction of blouse drains, is îiow, as it ever lias
been, lefi aiiosi exclusivel 'y to clrain-layçrs and
plunibers w-ho are perniiittecl to do0 work 10 suit
thenîisel%,'es alone. Wleicomlpleted tdie wvork is
50 effectually concealed thiat no0 Qfl cou icI find ouît,
if lie clesired to, %vbietb)ei it 'vas clone %v'ell or lot,

theresit s tnt n nanyinistanices, conipetition b as
rcduced the w'ork 10 a slîamî apdc tliose liotnses
w'ilîi do îîot bave defective drainage are thie ex-
ception. 'L'lie %w-orst of it is, that bbce people tiin-
selves, %v"ho mus- suifer the cons: ueces do îîot
realizo tlîis, and arc slow 10 learu the fact iliat the
penalty, of cleath even bias been paicl and nmust be
paici over and oî'er again, forthe ignorance. It
%vil1 1)0 a blessecl thing for tlîis country and for-
eî'ery other, îw'len every nman anci wvonan possesses
suchi a knowleclgo of thiis subjcct anid of ils imiport-
ant bearing pli their becalth anid comnfort thiat the
first eniquiry, about the bouse lie or she is, abot to'
iovo mlito vill 1)0 as to its drainiage, and if îîot

tlioroughly satisfied as to ils tlîoroughiness and effici-
enicy, sliun it as tlhey %-ouild a 1)08 1 bouse. Tholin
andi theni only shahl "e have biappy honmes, tbieîi
and- oni>' thon will tiiose plagues sucli as dipbtberia
aiid kindred cliseases wlîich car*ry our childreîî by
bidrcds to early graves, bc unkîîoivii t0 ouir lanid.

D)r. Teale, a 1 )roniinont physician andl saniitarian,
of Leeds> Eilgland,3 says, "'l'h)at liavinig.discoveredý
anci rectified, ono b>' onîe, nuniiierous defects oi
drainage ini ny o'vn bouse and ini property, under
my chargi-ce,,anid having furtlher traced iiiiess air- ong-
niy 1)atients t0 scanclalous carelossiness and g-oss
dislbonesty ini drain w-ork, I hecanie indignantly
alii'e ro the fact tliat "or>' fewv bouses are safe to
live in. 'l'le conviction struclc ee (100)' inito nîly

nîind thiat pr0bibly one-third at Icast of die ilci-
dental iliess and soie of tbie faital resul~s ini su rgi-
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