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M'lien atteinded by students whio bave hiad the necessary pre-
limina'ry clînical teaehing, these extern inaternities provide the
nost important and valuable training that any medical ýstudent can
obtain, for, a s in private practîce, lie 'is then placed alrnost entirely
on his own resources. At any time hi maýy have to deal -%vith
oiie of the sudden emiergenciesof midw'viferýy and so lie begins to
aequire that* feeling of persoja1 responsibilitf for the direction
and mnagement of the case wvhichi it iS so difficuit to arouse in the
stiident -while -at work -withini thé liospital, 'where every important
<letail is supervised by the' responsible offces, Thus iinviluable
training is at hand for every student ini the inatcrnity districts,
and their responsibilities in degree and in value are not exceeded
by tho-se- of any house-surgeon or liouse.-physician,, gifces *whiehi
eau onlyr be hield 4y a smnall mninority of the best .students.

Aniother faet wvlieh 'lias delayed the provision of adeqixate
teaehing, in obstetries, not onily in England, but ýrobab1.Y in otIfer
coulitries, is the old ingrained idea tliat the process of labor is a
simple funetioni of Nature, rcquîring for -the most part a competent
nuirse only, a'nd that the practitioners of obstetrics, although re-
colnized in thieory as of equal standing, are to be- looked dowil
uponi in comiparistit mvth thieir _olleagcùes in the other great
branches of inedicinîe aid surgery. As -theresit of this, botlî
iii, teaclîing and in &xaninations' the stuidy of obstetrics lias beeu
relegated to a poýsition totally m~nworthy of its îimense'> imiport-
ance to the pi!actltioner -and to the na 'tional w'elfare.

As Dr. Dzikini pointed out inAbis excellent inauigui'al address
before the Obstetrical Society of London last year, if only the,
scourge, of puetperal septîcaemia eau be Temoved chiidbed wiYll be
robbed of one of its principal terrois. and tliis lorig-desirec1 con-
sumnatioli wi11 be, nearer its accomplishiment ;vihen our students
are taughit praetically in tlic lying-in wards thie application to
niýwýifery of -the general principles of antisep sis.'

\3slio-%wn iii tlie report of a Committee of the'General M;edical
Cotincil, just publislîed, it is stili coînmon i many, placs for
sti1lenitý to Le periinitte&. or -even ,enicotiraged- to attend .their
11-- 'Arnity cases before ±beý bave lîad any adequate instruction
in -liose gencral principles of mnediçcine anad .su1igery upon whieh
thu whole practice of obstetries is based.

Another -defect in the teaching(.-is due to the fact th-at the lc-
tur I's frcqiuent1y have îad* little experience in the. practiée of ob-

st ies t is conisidered esienfial for flic lecUurer on medicine,
surr-"ry, or, indeed, any otiier special subjeet, to ho a nian of -%vide
chilli&al Qexpeyrience, an-c to be in charge of Nvairdl* devoted to the
Cali of patieiit8 sufferinlg fyoîn those patel5'diseases upon
whic-h it is bis duty to lecture.*

hii obstetries it is otherwvise; tlie lectti'er presides over noý
obstetrie chiîie and liasf often liad but little e-xperience. He is an


