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“ﬁéma‘rks«o}z Education.

Havmg so far done - justice to Dr. Ryerson, we nowi

prooeed to the discharge of a similar duty to the public, ;
in candidly pointing out wlhierein we regard' the ‘provi-
sions of ‘thé Legislature, as well as the.disposition of the
people in favour of successful general education, as falling
 altogether short of the desired mark ;-and this we shall
" endeavour,to exemplify in at least tlu'ee xcmarkab}e in-
stances, aamely :
1st. The utter neglet.t, still m1nxfe°ted ol‘ me just
clalms of common school teachers to far.greater conside-
ration -and -more substantial ‘remuneration, as a highly
respectable, influential; and .important class of men ;
- 2nd; 'The exxraordxmxy manner in which the urgent
moral propriety of; as far as possible, prowdmg for the
education of the female se‘{,m <eparate Qchools, is dimo&t
enm‘ely lost sightof 5 - - =
“'And 3rd. The’ remarlkable fart that the eatabhshment
of district. grammar schools, on a suitable liberal founda-
tion, as" the higher of the two branches of primary in-
striétion; and the great connecting link between an ele-
tnentary or common school, and;a university edncation,
though the- first' to be provlded for, should have been
. shuffled off for hall a century, and still remain in-an em-
bryotnc state;—{orit cannot be supposed thateitherthelate
generally miserable district schools, or the present con-
tracted -grammar schools, were intended to_.supply their
. place,—while the less urgent claims of a university, destin-
ed for.the exclusive benefit of the higher and richer por-
tion of society, who can best aflord any extra expense,
should. have.been unceasingly agitated and forced on to
precocxous -maturity, until; becoming the. bane of conten-
' tion:-among - rival pohucal and. sectarian parties, it has
‘more than once convulaed the- province, and tlneatened
»to ‘shake the very government 10 its centre. :
-.As'these are. rather.serious charges, it would: haw
been very:desirable to have been “able to take a rather
:extended view of the grounds:on svhich they are based,
-although only partially “connected. with the documents be-
foreus; but our space not allowing of sucha stepat preaent
'we are ‘constrained to refer-our.réaders to such;parts of
" the 'widely circulated, Reports on education as bear, upon
‘thém, and to. content. ourselves with prefacing our. first
“objectiontby a ‘brief -outline- of . the .noble scope ‘of. the |-
"otherwise. lnghly promising clementary system now in
"progress; and then. proceeding to. the ; ‘demonstration of
the impossibility of the expected 1 results being realmed
“‘from the - madequate means ‘a  instr uments at present
5% mployed. A
= Infew, word then, be |tremembered lhat 1t is.in-

tended. ‘that, our provmcn] systéni_of pnmarymslruc-
tlon should be uhiv ersal, %.'e., embrace’ the .wholé body

of the peoplc thatit ahould be practlcable that it should.

be’ founded on’ religion and ‘morahy ; and that it shouU
::develope all “the! xntellectual ‘and physical jowers; and
R dtheref‘ i eflicier ”teachmg of the

,g?ammar ()th, geography; 7th, ]meal draw»
cal musxc 91h hxatory, lOth “nataral his
it h 12th, aancullure “13th,

pod tOt)' .
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“| qualities ia required to_constitute a good Master |

govemment and ]:)th ‘

‘So vast an array of branches of mere elementary .
education, may perhaps startle those who.have not been
accustomed to look deeply into such matters, and may
even be considered by some as altigether visionary 5 but
whatever doubt may exist in this colony of the practi-
cability of so comprehensive a course.of instruction bemg
re'llm.d must be at' once set ‘at rest by the convineing
reply mad\. by the Provincial Superintendent—that the
whole of these subjects. are connected with the. well- |
being of the community, and should there['me be made
accessible to-them in the common schools;-and that if
the higher classes are to be provided with' the means of
a unlverslt) education,’ surel\, the common people, the-
bone and sinew of the country, should. be, provided by
the State with the means of the best common school’
education : and, farther, that as all the branches above
enumerated have been gnd are taught in the common
schools in many other countries—in the mountains and
valleys of Switzeiland, in the interior and 7ot fertile
and wea]rhy countries of Germany, in many parts of
France, in many- of the schools of Great Britain and
Ireland, and in a considerable number of the Eastern and
Middle States of America, surely what has been done and
is doing in so many other countries in recpebl to elemen.
tary education, may and ought to be done in Canada..

Taking for granted then, that such is the true. state of the
case, and that such are the results that ought to be ex-
pected from a well organized plovincial system, " it
hecomes a matter of great importance 1o enquire how
far the means and instruments at present applied, are likely
to prove adequate.tothe accomplishment of the noble
end in view ; and 'if such be done, we hesitate not -
aver, that the: answer of every reflecting man’ will be—
that it will be morally impossible, so lono as the commion
school-master occuapies his present de'rr'lded position—
whether we regard the emoluments of hxs highly impor-*
tant office, or his general status i society—and that, too,
in spite of. the mbt\tutxon of the, beet Normal and Model
Schools in the world. -+ - .

‘As very justly observed by M. Guuot the able ane
Minister of France, on introducing the law of pnmary
m~tru(,txon to the Chamber of Deputles in 1833 5

. "All lhe pmvmons hn‘ncrm dcscrmcd would he of none- r;[]‘erl.
il .we took no pains to procure for the public School thus consti-, :
tated an able Master, and worthy of the high vocation of instruet:
ing 'the :people. - It - cannot. be too olten repr-ated that it is the.
Master-that. makes the School. . What u well-ussorted umon of
A good Master,
ought fo be a. man who knovs much more than i is called apen
to teach, that he may teach with intelligence and with taste ;.who.,
is to ixve in an humble sphere, end yet have a noble and elevated,
spirit,* ihat he may. preserve. that dignity of mind and of deport-”
ment, without. which ' he will never obtain the respeet and confi-,
dence of familics: who posesscs a rare mixture of gentleness and °
ﬁrmnoss ‘for, inferior thnugh he bc, in station, to’ many mdwndualg
in the Communes, he ought to he'the oh~eqluuus servant of noné;’;
a’iman not?wnmunt of his rights, but thinking much, more ofhle

| duties; showmg to.all'a giood example and serving to,all asal
. counsellor, nat given to (.lumgc his'conditian, but cuhsl‘ed wnh*

his sithation,’ bccanee it gives him the powcr ofdomtr good ”"‘L
who bas ‘made up his mind to live and'to diein the service of, P
mary Instrucuon whieh - to him is,the service of God and, hﬁf
low; ereatures. ""To rear. up, miisters approuchmg to.such'a mndelh
isa difficult task, and Yel'wemusi succeed in'it, or we hive dane
nothing ‘for elemmlary instruction.” A bid Schoolmnstcr, 1ikg; ﬂ
bud Pnest, isa scourge toa C’ommunc and though Wwe._are: uften




