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Having so far done justice to Dr. Ryerson, we now
proCeed to the discharge of a similar duty Io the public,
ilacandidly pointing out wherein we regard the provi-
siohs of the Legislature, as well as thedisposition of the
people in fav'oùr of suêcessful general education, as falling
altogethèrshort of the desired mark ; :and this we shall
endeavoursto exemplify in at least three remarkable in-
stances, namely:

lst. The ,utter neglect, still manifested, of the just
claims of common school teachers to far greater conside-
ration and more substantial remuneration, as a highly
respèctable, influential, and.important class of nien;

2nd; "The extraordinary manner in which thée urgent
moral propriety or, as far as posible, providing for the
education of the female sex,in sepirate schools, is almost
entirely lost sight of;

And 3rd. The remarkable fart that the establishment
of district grammar schools, on a suitable liberal founda-
fion, às the higher of the two branches of primary in-
strùction, and the great connecting link between un ele-
inentary or common school, and:a university edication,
though the first, to be provided for, should have been
shuffled off for.half a century, and still remain inan cm-
bryotic state;.-forit cannotbe supposed thateitherthe late
generally miserable district schools, or the present con-
tracted grammar schools, were intended to supply their
place,-while the less urgent claims of a university, destin-
ed for the exclusive benefit of the higher and richer pur-
tion ofsSociety, lyvo can best afford any extra expense,
shouldhave been unceasingly agitated and forced on to
precocious maturity, until, becoming the bane of conten-
tiön: among, rival political and sectarian parties, it has
miore'than once convulsed the- province, and tlreatened
to shake the very government to its centre.

As these are rather ,serious charges, it would have
beén very:desirable to have been able to take a rather

,èxtenîded view of the grounds on .whicl threy are ba:ed,
although only partially connected with the documents be-
fore us; but our space not allowing ofsuch a step at present,
we are constrained to refer-ourreaders to such pàrts of
thewidely circulated Reports on education os car upon
thém,:and to content otirselves witl prefacing our first
objection by a brief outline of the noble scope of.the
otherwise highly promising elementary system now in
prógress, and then proceeding to, the demonstration of
the impossibility of the expected resuits being realized,
fror the -inadequate means and instruments at present

rmployed.
In- feiv words, then, be it remembered, that it is in-

tended that ouir provincial systeni of primary instruca
tion should be universal, i. e., embrace the whole body
ot the peoplc ; that it should be practicable ; that it should
be foundèd on religion and morahty ; and that it should

&develpe ail the intéllectual and physical poe and
should therefore provide for the effiieit eàhing of the
d inu es y 1 , licalhistory and iroral-

~2îdeading ànd spellng, 3rd, writing; Mib, arith-
,êtic ; ot îìinra; 6tf, gegraphy; 7th,:ineardraw-

in~8ti, vocïf hšusic 9Šth lustory*;10t~hn atirall his
or ti naturhl sophv 12th, agriculture ; 3th,
hsman iysiloty hcivi g vernment; and ,

So vast an array of branches of mere elementary
education, may perhaps startle those who have not been
accustomed to look deeply into such mitters, and may
even be considered by some as altdgethervisionary; but
whatever doubt mav exist 'in this colony of lthe practi-
cability of so comprehensive a course.of instruction being
realised, must be at once set at rest by the conîvincing
reply made by the Provincial Superintendent-that the
whole of these subjects are connected with the. well-
being of the community, and should therefore be made
accessible toatheni in the common schools; and that if
the higher classes are to be provided with the means of
a university education, surely the common .)eople, the
bone and sinew of the country, should be, provided by
the State vith the means of the best common school
education : and, farther, ihat as ail the branches above
enumerated have been ând are taught in the common
schools in many other countries-in the mountains and
valleys of Switzeiland, in the interior and not fertile
and wealthy countries of Germany, in many parts of
France, in many of the schools of Great Britain and
Ireland, and in a considerable number of the Eastern and
Middle States of America, surely what has been donc and
is doing in so many other countries in respect to elemen.
tary educationmay and ought to hie donc in Canada.

Taking for granted then, that such is thie true.state ofthe
case, a)nd that such are the results that ought to be ex-
pected from a well organized provincial system,' it
becomes a matter of great importance to enquire how
far the me ns and instruments at present applied, are likely
to prove adequate to the accomplishîment of the noble
end in view ; and if such be done, we hesitate lot to
aver, that the answer of every reflecting maù will be--
that it will be morally impossible, so long as the com'mon
schoolmaster occupies his Iresent degraded position-
whether we regard thte emoluments.of his highly impor-
tant office, or his general status iii society-and thar, too,
in spite of the institution of the best Normal and Model
Schools in the world.

As very justly observed by M\. Guizot, the able Prime
Minister of France, on introducing the law ofprimary
instruction to the Chamber of Deputies in 1833::

Al the provisions litierto described would lie of noneffec/,
took nu pains to procure for the public School tius consti-

tuted an able Master. and worthy of the higli vocation of instrUet.
ing the people. -IL caniot, be too olten repeated, that it is the
Master that. makes the School. What a weil.assorted union of
qualities is required to constitite a good Master! A gond Master
oughlt o be a, man vho knows mnchmore than'le is called upn
to teach, that he nay teacli vith intelligouce and wititaste; ho
is to live in ti humble sphere, and yet have a noble and elevated
spiritthat he may, preserve -that dignity of muind and of deport-
ment, without, whichh ewill never obtain therespect and confi
dence of families: who pasesses a rare nixture óf gentieniess arid
firmnnesa; for, inferior though hé be, in station, toniari individuals
in'the Coinmuúes,ihe ouglt to heithe obse 1 liuous servant of noné;
ajian notfignorant of his rights, but~thinkinn inuci more ofhis
duntes; shiWing to all a- gaod exmple and serving ta all as a
counsellor; not givn ta change lis condition, but sutiÀfied with
his sitiution, bfecatuse it gives hlim he'powcr ofdoin go'd; aèd
who bas îade up his mind ta live and to due in the servié offr
miary Instrüction, ,ichu to lhim is the service of.God aindbi fc
loiv creatures. To rear up, msters approuching tosuch a mod
isa difficult task, and yet toe must suceed in it, or 'Z hve
vu thing for elenientary insruction. A b id Sciooliùmstè,ike
bad Priest, is a scourge to a >Comnune; and though ivcarc of
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