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To find a priest, however, for sucli a
purpose, at a momnent's notice, -%as not
easy ; for, as tlie law thon stood, the
*person wvho adrnitted. a proselyte inito the
Roman Catholie Churcli wvas guilty of a
capital crime. The Count of Castel Mel-
Ijor, a Portugunese nobleman, who, driven
by political troubles from, his native land
had beenl hospitably received at the Eng-
lish court, undertook to Prccure a con-
fessor. ie liad recourso te, lis c ountry-
meni who belongcd to, the queen's house-
lild; but hie fourxd that none of lier
cliaplains lcnew EnglIili or French enougli
to shirive the king. The duke and Baril-
Ion wvere about to, seud to the Venetian
minister for a clergyman, -%lien they
heard that a Benedictine mnoiik, namcd
Johin lluiddlcston, happened to be at
Whitelall. This nian liad, wvitli great,
risk to himself, saved the king's life after
the battie of Worcester, and liad, on that
account, been, ever since the Restoration,
a privileged person. In the sharpest
proclamations which were put forth a-
gainst popislî priests, when false îvitnesses
had infiarned the nation to, fury, 1-lud-
dieston lad been excepted Ly name. H1e
readily consented to, put his life a second
time in peril for his prince ; but there
wvas still-a difficulty. The honest monk
wvas se, illiterate that hoe did not know
what lie ouglit to say on an occasion of
sucli importance. 11e, howvever, obtained
sorne hints, through the intervention of
Castel Mellior, from a Portuguese ccle-
siastie, and, thus iustructed, -%vas brouglit
up the back stairs by Chiffinel, a confi-
dential servant, wvlo, if the satirc-s of that
age are to be creditcd, had often intro-
duced 'visitors of a very diffèrent descrip-
tion by the samne entrance. The Duke
thený ini the king's naie, commanded
ail wnho wvere present to quit. the room,
except Lewis Duras, Earl of Feversham,
and Johin Granville, Earl of Bath. floth
these lords professed the l3rotestant reli-
gion11; but James eonceived that lic couid
cotint on their fidelity. Feversham, a
Frendliman of noble birth, and niephiew
of thc greîat Turenne, held highi rank in
the Englisli ari-ny, and -%as chamberlain
to the quceen. Bath wvas groom of the
stole.

The* éduke's orders were obeyed; and
even thc plîysicians wvithdrewv. The back
door -,vas opened, and Father Huddleston
entered. A eloak had been thrown over

lis sacred vestinents, and luis slavein
crown -%as concealed by a flowing wmig.
ISir," said the dutke, "lttis rood mn

once saved your lilb. H1e Dow cornes to.
savte, your soul."1 Charles faintly ani-
swered, I -le is wvelcome."1 luddleston
wvent throuwgli s part botter th-an liad
beenl expected. -He kneit by the bcd,
listened to the confession, pronounccd tlue
absolution, and adrninistered extreine unc-q
tien. lie asked if tlue king wished te,
receive the Lord's Supper. "lSurely,"l
said Clharles, "lif 1 arn not unworthy.11
The host wvas brouglit in. Charles feebly
strove to risc and kuneci before it. The
priest bade hinm lie stili, and assuredl 1dmi
that God would aceept the humiliation of
the soul, and would net require flhc hu-
miliation. of the body. The king founci
so mudli dificulty in swallowing the bread
that it was necessary to, open the door
and to procure a glass of wvater. This
rite ended, the monk held up a crucifix
before the penitent, charged .him te, fix.
his last thouglits on the sulThrings of the
Redeemer, and -%vitlidrewv. The -%vlole
ceremony liad occuipied ubout tiree quar-
ters of an hour, and dur 'ing that time the
courtiers wvlo filled the outer ror liad
com-muniea-,ted thieir suspicions tecdi
other by wvhispcrs and significant glances.
Thc door -%vas at length throw». opee,
and the crowvd again filled the chamber
of death.

It waas now late in the evening. The
king secmed imuicli relieved by what
lad passed. Hiîs mattural, chldren wvere
brouglit. to bis bed *-sidc, the Dulies of
Grafion, Southuampton, and Northumber-
land, sons of thc Dudhess of Cleveland,
the Duke of St. Alban's, son of Eleanor
Gwynn, and the Duke of Richmond, son
of the Dudhess of Portsnmouthu. Charlcz
blessed them. ail, but spoke xvith peculiar
ten&erness to, Riehmond. One face which,
should have been there was wantîng'.
The eldest and best-beloved child wvas
an exile and a wanderer. is name wvas
niot once mentioned by lis father.
.Durîng the nigît Charles earnestly,

recommendcd the Duchess .of Portsmouth
and lier boy to thc care of James. "And
do flot, lie good-naturedly added, "let
poor Ne}iy starve."1 The queen sent ex-
cuses for lier absence by ilaliax. Sle
said that she -%vas too mucli disordered to
resuurne lier post by the -coucli, and in-
plored pardon for any offense -%vlichl she
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