
128 Rel-igious Revival.

einjoyed, and the menns by which it ascertaining and feeling lier state of
18 to besecured and promoted. 'rhese declension and ingratitude. Her
are 80 intimately connected, and run gult must be acknowledged, peni.
80, much into eacli other, that iL will tence mnust be feit, and huniilitv
probably be best to consider them cherislied before God. Solemn prayer
together. We shail also be under must be offered, and a niew dedica.
the necessity of being exceedingly tion to, God made. There must bc.
bni upon this part of our subjeet, willingncss to, do the will of God; a
having room. only to, indicate gceat meeting God, so, to speak, flot in~
general principles. pride, flot in self-stifficiency, flot in

Two things are especially neces- jealousy and distrust, but ini Ieek.-
sary, in order to a revival of religion ness, fear, and faith. This must lie
in any Christian chiurch, or in the done, just as a child, returning to
ehurch generally. Firbt, that Christ- tlie home from. which lie had wvander.
ians lie prepared for iL. Second, that ed, meets his mother; as the exile,
God in heaveri exert an influence to coming back to the land of his birtli,
produce it. ineets the friends of his early days,

It depends upon God and the of his happiest years.
dhiurch, but depends upon them ir, Above ail, there must be special
different senses; upon God asý the influence from. heaven. This is re.
fountain of' influence,-upon the quired, in consequence of the deceit-
churcli as the recipient of that in- fulness of the human heart, and the
flueaice. fearful power of outward temptation.

An influence may be exerted, but It is promised in answer to, prayer;
the chiurch may not be in a state of it is given with the greatest possible
suitaffle preparation to receive iL; freeness ; and iL is given just in that
nay, more, may repel the means of a precise measure and mode whicli our
revival. If this is flot the case, we exigencies require.
do flot understand the meaning of God and the churcli alwvays go to.
the f'ollowing injunctions :-"l Grieve gether in this interesting and delight.
flot the H-oly Spirit ;" Il Quenclh fui work. God is the giver, and the
flot the Spirit; despise flot pro- churcli the humble and grateful re-
phecyings." cipient. Hence, whule trie church is

The Spirit is beautifulhy and ap- active, most active, in the promotion
propniately compared Lo a dove. of revival, ahl the glory of iL redounds
And how often does that celestial to God.
dove lover above a Christian church, As to the metaphysics of this rela.
looking, as iL wvcre, for a spot upon tion, we cannfot at present toucli
whuich to rest ; but finding none, them. Perhaps the subject is some-
Lakes his departure for heaven ! what beyond our grasp. IL is wehl,

He flies from icenes of noise and strife." at ail times, to, keep ourselves witliin
the province of ascertaied fact, and

Preparation, then, on tise part of leave modes and relations, which in
the dhurci, is necessary to a revival many cases are too high for us, just
of religion. There must be a per- where we flnd them. It is, however,
ception of her melancholy condition, perfectly certain, that God is both
induced by the preaching of the gos- able and willing to revive his work
pel, the perusal of the Scriptures, the in any heart or in any churcli; and
dispenisations of divine Providence, ail that remains for us to do is, to hay
or other means ofgrace. The churdli open that heart and present that
anust avaii herseif of sucli means as dlurci to the sacred, tlie sanctif'ying
43od bas put within lier power, for influence of bis Holy Spirit.


