
Vie Coaversion1 of t/Le Apostie Pcud. e

Wbherever Paul laboured. circumstances assumed an extraordinary àhhape.
Téhe %cal %Vhich hi awakcd was an enthusiastic ztal;. his friende would.
if it had been possible, have pluclied oit their eyee and given therm tà
him ; tfle hiatrcd that hoe provok-ed, îvas a hantred thatb coulci be satisfied
,ônly by blood. No %vonder then. thàt the early history of the
church ie given uncler the hiead of the labours of Paul.

In the passages set nt the hiead of tlîis article vve lîa'e a mninute
ac6uht of hie mikaéulous conversion ; aînong whichi may be noticed
ihe Éolio4 ing thingt.

1. At tho time wlîcn his conversibn took placé, his fieice hatred to
Christ and. hie cause ivas at hi% height. The sublime spectacle of

Sýtephen's death; the patience and piety of his victinip, lind won froî,a
him no sentiment bf admitiition for a cause which produced such, Vab.
inable resulte. He stili urged on hie mnurderoiis course ; erociously
intrudintr into houses for the purposo of discoverine the Chri!ffians,
he dragged forth men and -women and cornmitted themin te rison.-
Having succeeded in intimridating and scattering the churcli. there was
littie more for him to do nt Jerusaleni. Flushed with succese and
impelled by the terrible propensities of his nature, he offcred himself
te the Sanehedrin, and solicited permission te persecute the Christians
nt Damascus.

1VT1ien and hoîi' the Gospel was introduced into Damascus we drë lo
informed. It aiay bo supposed. that sorne Jeý%Ve of Damnascus had been
cowverted on the day of Pentecost : and also, that some of those "scat-
lered abroad"* had gone thither seek-ing shelter. In whatever ivày the
gospel may have been carried thither. it is probable that the Chrisîiang
îivere considerably numerous. IIad it not heen so, Damnascug «'ould not
have been a field of operation sufficiently extensive, for sucli an enterpris-
ing character as Saül.

The reason 'fdr hie fipplying to the higlh priest for letters to the synd-
gogues nt Damascis îvae this. In aIl the provinces of the Roman empire,
the Jews were governed by a senate of their own." and lied a chief
inagistrate elected by themeselves, îvho presided over it. Though living
in foreign counirie's, the Jews were permitted to live according to their
own customes SO fur as could be done out of Judea. etThe high-priest
and eiders at Jerusalerri; irare regiirded by ail the Jevre as the interpreters
and administrators of the lew. and the foreign Jewe considered themselves
is actuelly U'nder their jurisdiction. In ail countries they implicitelly
obeyed thec mandates sent fhem from the council nt Jerusalem ; just e.,
in after-times, the clergy of the Romish communion in every ccuntry of
Europe. obeyed implicitely the mandates of the Pope and concla\ve ut
]Romie."* A commission from the high-priest would secure te Paul the
ready and wllling assistance of zill tlic Jeîvs of Pamescus.

* ?cKaîighLît' Lifeo f tho ,%pestie paît!.


