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birds, with the brisk chatter of the
squirrel and the business-Iike cbirrup
of the littie cbipmunk, and with the
myriad sounds of busy insect life, with
which we are surrounded.

But in this beautiful primeval forest
there is flot a sound. Ail is still as the
grave, and in the hiaif iight of the
heavy oppressive atmospbere, the tal
siender trunks bearing up the dense
canopy of leaves, look weird and
gloorny. A sense of loneiiness cornes
oîer even the irnaginary observer,
when lie refiects that through ail
these forests, extending for thousands
of miles, there roams flot a single
animal, nor do they ever echo to the
song of the bird, rarely, if ever to the
hum of the insect. Birds wcre there:
iuiknown., insects almost unknown,
while such ]and animais as were thien
in existence, were found aiways by
the sides of the large rivers or near
the ocean.

So much we extract from the re-
cords wvhich in bier oivn immense
note-book Nature bias kept for us.
Nituraliy ive wvisb to know more of
these records. Howv have they been
pieserved during these long ages of
changes, and where are îhey to bc
found ?

We find theni in rnany places over
the earth7s; surface, but perha.ps as -fer-
fécily kept in Nova Scotia as in any
other country.

.\round ibis basin of MINinas, over-
sbadowed by Longfellowv's 41Forest
IPrinel " arc the 'records of many
of the fcrnis -vc have been discussing.
Farther to the nortb, acrross the
-mouni.-ain.% is to bc scen thc fanîous

<$utjog.gins " 'Zection. Herc tic
reord biok rea-ches a t.hickeness of
inor thavi z4,ooo ect aind is more
t1121 7 Miles in lnU.In it thcrz
are tn bc countcd x66 distinct Icaves
C'T .Laers ; 9o of thecse arc: gray or
recddis'h in color, bcing fornncd of
s1ale or -saznd-stont, the rcnîa-ini--g 76
WCe fornned of coal.

Upon the gray pages, the record
is most clearly written, upon the black
the characters cuin fur the most part be
distinguished only with tbe -Id of the
microscope. Through the rcd pages
there ofren rise the upriglit trunks
of the Seal Tree, %ni!ose roots are fast
in the shale below. Hure, too, we
often meet wvith the erect Rced Tree,
whose :soft central p.ith bias been re-
placed by sand, -vhule the bard outer
sheil rernained and lias become a
thin coating of sbining coal, enclos-
ing a solid cylinder of bard sand-stone.

Othier trees bave fallen and are
crushed flat, pressed to a mere frac-
tion of an inch, yet sill retaining the
markings we noticed upon tic stenis.
The markings were especiail1y upon
the bark, and as this part is alwvays
best prcserved we can oftcn tell at a
giance wvbat the tree was wvhich now
lies before us inl coal.

But thougli the records are clearer
in cithei of Uic others tian, ini the
black layers or leaves, yet these inter-
est us Most, for in tlîem ive have the
remains of those luxuriant forests of
F er, Seai, and Reed trees,%wbich ivere
a short time ago tbe objects of our
ndmiration.

Hct-v have these layers of coal been
found? what is tbe process by which
îhey have becen intcrlea-vcd as Nc sec
îhem biere?

Uli ibis point there is a differ-
cnce o!opinion. Some supposetlîese
layers have bccn dcposited, at the bot-
tom of vasut intind sens or lae.The
ranges o! mountains tipbea-ved from
Uic becé of the occan cncloscd -v-st
iland sens. Into these largc river,
constantly fcd by the heavy rains of
the period, cmpiied thcir waiters àt
certain pcriods o! incleiitc ]engUîl
these rivcrs, and thecir trihutarics wec
un'isuallv Iiigh, nverflowing Ulicir ac-
customcd c.hannels ind swejin-
aivy in t1icir ceurse large portions nf
tic foreis ujl-on thiri banks. This
debris, beirg thoTouglhly sa~d~i.
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