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%VIA'f TO DO W'ITII THE lNDIANQUS'1.

As lono' as thiere remains Ibelore t1lere country an Judian ques-
tion, just so long wvill its solution be a perplexity to statesrnen,
and the more s0 in p)roportion as they lave thoughtfulness and
foresiglit. The fact is, tlîerc is no probability thiat the Iudlian
question wvilI ever be solved. Soluition is not tlue pl-oper treat-
mtent to aply to tbc Indian question. The only way it eau be
(rot rid of is b)y abolishing it. Tlhis is the conclusion wvbich bias
beeii reacbcid by two pairties wbich bave littie eisc in coininon.
due party says : 'f'lie Indliani question can neyer be solved, and the
only wvay to gret rid of it is to kili off' the Iîîdians. Thie other lias
begun to say: rflere is,no hope for a solution of the Indliani ques-
tion, and we cau only abolishi it by treating Indiaîîs as white
men. Lt is to tie latter alternative of course that we orive assent
in preference to thie former. And, indeed, any other xInetbod of
treatingr the Indiaus is liable to fatal objections if' the objeet is to

citnze and civilize thein. The miethod of rouping, thein
togethier in bands so that they encourage one aaother in idie-
niess aud present a solid fi-ont in opposition to ever-Y cnnobliuig jinflu-
ence, bias Ibeen tried long enoughi to sbIowv tbait -such progress as bas
been muade under il bias beeni made ini spite of' difficulties ncedlessly
great. To treat the Iindiani as a special case, even witli a view io
helffing iîn, is a inistake, and reut utas inevitalily in pauper-
izin<r biitî as (tocs the saine course wlien it is applied to a city
Arab in the sluins of London. The cardinal niecessity is to iincul-
cate mnanhiness and sturdy independeuce. Tiiere is in the Lindian-
naturaly with no iean opinion Of iîu.self-grood native soul in
wvbichi these qualities inay gyrow ; and it but ,ilows hlou gYrievolusly

as~~~~~~ a nain~ebv indaaxst the Indian whien the mental
pieture that cornes out of the dar-kness, wvben tbe niarne is mnen-
tioncd, is that of a dirty louugmgi(ý creatur-e,with no self-respect, who
is not asbamied to bcr. Thuat is far froin eigthe natpural condition
of the aborigines of our country. It is an minatural condition pro-
duced by generations of erronieous, tihougb,, in tbie main, xvell inten-
tioned treatmcnt. Here, in tbe saine fine, is wvlîat <anl educkitud
Indian said lui a specech on a ruccnt public occasion iii Pliiladitelpbiia:

Kcep on feeding xny people -witb ail the rations tbey can eat, grive
tbemi ail the clothing tbcy eaui wear ; and neyer. neyer, xvili they
becomne civilized. But whiat we h)eg, desîre, demnand 's tbat wc be
accorded the saine rigbts as are enjoyed by the hordes of people
f roni foreigu lands Who seek these shores! Recognize our mnen as
mcen; regard our wvomen as wvoinn ; make theni work to live. My
friend.s, it is truc of the Inidian as of the white mani: Goc i elps
tiiose whio lielp theniselves."


