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- The B,ga,ring Lion, By
A Plea for Leggl Profubition of Alcoholic Traffic,
. DY REV. G. B. BUCHKR.

4 Be sober, be vivilant. becare yate ndveraary tho devil, as g roarin
Then, wa Keth nbuut, serkivg whiom homay davour: whot resist atesd-
faat {0 the faith?%,—1 Pet, v. 8, 9,

In tbe arcangexents of Divine P ovidence, the mean:
emplayed are alwaye adapted to the ends designed. In op-
position to Him whose understanding is infinite, man eithes
serks the_end without the means, or else, uses means in_
ads quate to the attainment of thg ends intended. In oo way
has this pernicious error brers more pertinaciously exhibited.
than in the cowsse pursued by the opponents of the tempet-
ance reformation.  They iusist that the maderate use of in
¢brigting beversges is not enly ionocent but satutary in its
oprrations, and that maral suasion alone, without the aid of
huiman or Divine legislation, possesses power to prevent
excess. The advecares uf abstunence allege, that medera-
tiog teads to excess, and hence exclaim, ¢have no fellowship
with, what in their opinion, is the unfruitfol works of dark-
ness, but rather repreve them™. To illustrae the matier in
dispute, 1t i3 proposed to employ the apnstolic metaphor
prefixed asa motto to the present essay,--s¢ Be sober, be vigi-
lant, hecause yoor adversary the dewil, as a roaripg lion,
walketh ahout seeking whom he méy devour: whom resist
steadfast in the faith?’—ihe faith that ¢ abstains fiom ali
sppearance of evil;®® which. presciibes ¢ ke cup of the
Lord,?* but prohihits & the cup of devils.”? To this faith,
the modein Bacchanals are as nuch opposed as were the
ancient Bacchanalia. The Corinthian and Ephesian chutehes
were foieibly admoaished of the impolicy and impiety ex-
hibate d in participatiog with the' drunken beathens, They
were cantioned apainst a presumptions confidence in selt
control, they were taught the importance of dependancy on
God who suff-red them not to he tempted 2bave whnt they
were able ta bear, hut as a faithtul guardian, made « g wry
for their eseape.” Now if these things € sre written for our
admonition on whom the ¢nds of the world are come,” let os
hearken fo the invpised apostle, ¢ let him that thinketh he
standeth take heed test he fall.”  Let those who trust so
much to moral suasion listen to the persuasivesof Paul..-:'tj_
wonld not,”” says he ¢ that ye should have fellowship with
devile. Ya cannot drink the cup of the Lord aud the cup
of dewils,?? T

P.ter, in accardance with Paul, represenie the devil gc
the adversary of the Christian faith, and with like zeal, op-
poses all eompromise with the enemy. In troth, the mad

tites of the Bicchantes, and the rantic revels of the intem-
peiate ure, by inspired awhority alike proscribed, They
e both infernal machinations.  He who ewaited the in-
czutious loiterer amid the orgies of the ancients now await's
the unaary advocate of inebristing beverage in the tempt-
ing tempres licensed by modesn legislation. Toinatila friend
liness of feeling fot thee beverages toxethes with the luws
&nd g.ages by which they are rustained, diabolical ingenvity
endenvors witn unremitting energy, to familiatize the minds
ol mang to the tolrration of the {nonster #vil, and a taxity of

dueipline ruinous in ull its beatings. By those means, many, !
N . .
dtherwisr moral and teligions, are reduced trom that stuad~3

+ —

Be rober, Ngwars; be sbstemious § drink o wine that will

T intox.cate nor auy other inedriating hevewage—he vigilant,
 satchtully guard against the insiduous wiles of your adver-

ary the devil, he observant of every thing thdt ¢ Jooks
ike.sin, lesds to it and borders upon it.?  Satan, as a
*¢ touting lion,” 18 ever <« walking shout,” seekiung, ¢ in
every place, whom be may devour”® This fearful carnage
' hot confined to a sinele clase, or to pecu iar cha acters,
nut is extendrd to sll classes, and to all characters,  Bris pot
ertnicted to & kingdom, or even ta an empue, but with ve-
‘entless ferority, the menster prevs upon the raven of the
world.  He is not indeed equully successful in all cases,
Among thé®various vices that minister to his depraved ap-
pelite, there are soine thot contiibute much moie than others
to his gratification,

See him in the fores's of America, torturing the captive,
~posting with bis azonies, prolonging his miseiies 3 mark
him amid the o yrinds of As'a, craunching the car-crashed
votary of Jnegernaut, conswming the wietched widew on
the funeral pyre. sunatening the helpless infant among the
monsters of the Ganger ; observe him on the shares of Afri-
ca, sknlking in the cover’, tuching into the blazing villages
at midmght, chasing, cap uting, carrying off the bhapless
negra; behold him in Ewjope and hes eolonies, walking
about in the hzuntx of in-empeiance, seeking. at the altars
of Bacchus, the immalated milione whom be may devour;
carefully suvey the whole field of rapine, and ray where
do you diccover the greatest dvvastation ? Ignoraunce, idge
latzy, and enthralment, internal inca nationg, ruin thou<ands,
nut intempesance, more intamou.ly infernal, the chartered
«poiler, the licensed pet of siate, diurnally devowrs tens of
thousands.

In the haunis of intemperance the devil revels as a
ravenous lion, Waere our countty infested by wild and
ferocinus heasts, patiiotism, philantropby. self-preservation,
woul'd alike dictate the most vigotois «ffirts for their extir-
pation. Circumstances precisely similar in the case sup-
posed, are actually in existence, Cieaturer, stiong, fierce,
and ssnguinary gs hane, Ird by the adver<ary, seek car
destruction. Iustead of using the meane proviied by divine
henevolenco, in order to our deliversnce, mutituites, mad-
dened by the drinking cu<toms ot sociely, 1ush intp the
jaws of deoth. Inthe indulgence of a vitiared appetite;
numbers sportively appreach the lion’s precinets, Regard-
less of his proximity, 1hey drink the watets of sblivion.
Overpowered by its semniferans influsnce, they wander as
in a land of enchantment, yielding by impercepridle gra-
detions to its po'ency, they becone in the end utterly dis-
quahified lor sober, vigitant, and steadfast resistance.
Ttas, a prediiection for alechobe spitite, morerate at fitat,
hut increasing by degrees, places the unwary wictim di-
tectly in the path of destruction, .

No longer cee-ived by the specions plea of moderation,
temperance, with benignant aspret,"seckae by total shatie
nence to ncromphsh onr deliserance. Under divine direc-
tion, she has rescued many from the clutches of the hon.
By the zealous exertions of her followers, and the incieasing
influence of the sty ions founded sod fovte ed by her

fat faith by ahich alone the for map ba successfully resist-, beneficence, precantionaty measdres have in many ine
td. To n event the accomplishment of thi« insiduous schame, {stanc 8 hosh successtully applizd. Impelted hy auereastul

theapastie rarses his w arning voice—Be sobez, be vigilam !
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oppoaition, the ravager upgears more cautions in his moves
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