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gives evid(,ice of beincr ce veiI watered every
w~lerc." On the soutli it is bouluded by tho
Dead Sea. IVe pitched our tenta by the mo-
dern villagce, ofiJerichto, %vhichi consista or thirty
or forty liuts of the tnost mniserabie description.
The governor or chieir or tite villa ge camne to
welcome us, and sat doivn with the people who
came with us round a fire wvhichi tltey Iighited
niear our tents. They continued talkingf in a
lively mariner tili a lte hour, and thon înost of
thdnt 'stept togrether upon tite grotind. WVC
partook of a frugal ropast ini one of our Lents,
and after a season of social %worship, retired
,darly to Test.

Xoucmber 1. Rose early und had our morn-
ing Nvorship, and brcak-fastcd by candie-liglit.
At day-break we' mounted our horses and di-
rected our course towvard the Jordan. The air
was baimy and the sky perféctl1' clear. A fowv
Iight clouds only sL-irted the castern horizon,
just suficient to inicrease the beauty of thle
scorie. WVhen flic morningc star -%vas "mielting
away into the ligrht orlieaven," and the sun wvas
preparingt b "come forth as abridegroomot
of his *chlainber," ive ail fir, as we rade over
the plain, the inimitable bcauty of that castema
sky. The mountains o? MIoab, or cf Arabia, as
they arc sornetitres cailcdl, are astonishingiy
even and uniforni in hieighit. Tltcy streteit
froni north to south as far as lite oye cati rcach,«
like a walt or immense height, skirtingr the
eastcrà cdge of te plain of Jordan. Yo
soerch in vain for Pisgalî, or auy other suntnmit.
Thora is none discernable froin this distance.
No peak riscs prominent above te test. A
:ilighit undulation only appears inii e toi) nf the
rantge 49as iF;" in the wvords of Çh:&Lteaubriztndl,
"Lte hand or thc painter wlio drett this horizontal
line aiong te sky liad tremiblidin soîne la.ces.ý'

In tivo hours and a bai? wc reaclicd te bzanl~s
rof the Jordan. Ifs dcep> muddy, rapid stroain

ia quite concoaied by Iiîigh banks, and by the
trocs, bushes, and raeds wvhich skirt tltem; su
that we aid flot soc it untit wv were actually
upon ifsbanks. Hr erso c iue
at the place wvhere, according to tradition, otîr
Saviour was baptiized- IVo batlied in the
streain and drank of iLs wvaters, hi veeex-
collent. Its brcadt'a hcre is not more titan fiftcon
or ttonty yards, and its greatest depth ablat

iningr across %ve wovre carriod do,.n a distance
greater than the brendti of' the siream. Afrr
gathdring a fiv sbolis froni the river, zmnd
plucking a fewv Iaves of floivers from iLs banlis,
NVc rc-mountcdl and pracceed towvards the sea.
Our road divorgedl from te course of tc river,
boaring to the southwest It led us across n
part af thc plain iîiich wvas Rer&fectly barmen,
and wlîich it wouIf-: seeni mnust ut lines bc
covoredl wit.hwacr
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St èSaba.
lIt one bout and twenty minutes we reacee

te sitore of Ihe Dead Sca, the sterility c

whiche -as well as the desolate appcarance of
tite miountaina on cither shàe, on wvhicit nu
habitation of' mari appears: in any direction,
seemcd designod as a remembrancer of te
divine vengeance 50 aivfnlly inflicted on1 the
inhabitants o? titis once fertile and beautiful
vailey. The surfâtce of the lako presents no..
thinig remarkable ta uts appearane., excopt the
siighitness cf the ripple cauised by te wvind.
Tihis is oiving to lie great speciftc gravity o?
tîte water, in whichi lie human body is intcapable
of siiini. 1 mrade the experiment reiîeatedly
-Millte ba£tîtîoe in it, and fund iL impossible tu
tîtruat te w~hole body urider wvatcr. Whiie
standing erect in tite water, tîte head, shoul-
dlors, arma, and part of the brea.st reniain abuve
te surface; and 1 founid on thrustingy myseif

duiv.-iward ivith my wvboio force, ut the saine
lime cxitaliig as far as possible ail te air fronti
îny lurtgs, that I could s;nlz only to my citin.
Otto of My comrpaniona %vlto had nover before
been able to swini, ivas liera unjuble ta sinkr.
The scnsatiotn produccd by iais hieavitiess is
vory pecuiliar, and by no mecans ur.p!easant.
Tito taste o? titis water ia mucli more diz-agreea-
bic titan th at of commtun sea-water, as te lat-
ter is than commun water slight-ly brackisit.
]esides its uticquallcd hittemness, it lias a po-
ctiliar purigency, and, laves a burning sensa-
tion in thte moutit, and aven uipon the shin o?
the face and harids. This water ,vien ana-
lysed yieids about one-fourthit is weiglit in va
nious sailts, viz., soda, magriesia, mumiato of line,
antd suiphate of lime; and titesa foraiga ingre-
dientsý, if ciîrysiaiized aIt a lient o? iuce Fah-
ranhieit, amrotînt to forty-onc per cent. cf te
whiole wetgbht of this wondarfil iiqutd, whicli,
notwithslanding titis fact, is as clear as fresit
water. We sawv no ftsli, anid but a feu' dead
and sea-worri shahis, which hadl doubtiess float-
cd dowvn frorn thc Jordan, sinco they bclonged
to te saute species wîitl tiiose witch we founa
in the river.

A part o? our company -retumeid ta our iast
nigiît's cncampment at Jonicho, and another
part, corisilin- of te 4%entient w'ho hud joui-
cd us the evei'ng bafore at Jonicha, and nîyseif;
toak ainothor route towards Jetasalem, leadiug
through theregion ancientlycailed tha WVzlder-

ncsOf Engedi. XVe proceeded fron theo
nortitwest, angle of the sena iri a direction a littie
south o? wrest, and were about an itotr in cross-
inrv this part of the plain. Before renching the
znoiftains ive descried amoiiz tho bushes a

icoînpary af men on foot und tuirncd soihat,
ont a? our way ta iscortaiin who tiey cotîld be.

iWc fouind, La our surprise, in titis dlesolate ra-
gian, so fat front tite habit atioti of mran, a dozoît
sÎtrangers iînatmed, not one of thim acqtîaintea

ithUi langttiage o? tha couttry witlîout a

guide, ad all alike ignorant of the rond they
rw-arc ta travel. Tltcytware Jetvs frani iussa;
and 'their inquiry xaWhich ia ia %vay Io the

IJordan 1 1 told thora the direction. nnd the
r distance, ana we prte firam l'hem, our Arab

t67.


