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gives evidence of being ¢ well watered every
whers” On the south it is bounded by tho
Dead Sea. We pitched our tents by the mo-
dern village of Jericho, which consists of thirty
or forty huts of the most miserable description.
The governor or chief’ of the village came to
welcome us, and sat down with the people who
came with us round a fire which they lighted
near our tents. They continued talking in a
lively manner till 2 late hour, and then most of
them slept together upon the ground. We
partook of a frugal repast in one of our tents,
and afier a season of social worship, retired
<arly to rest.

November 1. Rose early and had our morn-
ing worship, and breakfasted by candle-light.
At day-bréak we mounted our horses and di-
rected our course toward the Jordan. The air
was balmy and the sky perfectly clear. A few
light clouds only skirted the eastern horizon,
just sufficient to increase the beauty of the
scenc.  When the morning star was “melting
away into the light of heaven,” and the sun was
preparing to “come forth as a bridegroom out
of his’chamber,” we all felt, as we rode over
the plain, the inimitable beauty of that castern
sky. The mountains of Moab, or of Arabig, as
they are sometimes called, are astonishingly
even and uniform in heighi. They siretch
from north to southas far us the eyc canreach,
like o wall of immense height, skirting tie
eastern cdge of the phin of Jordan. You
search in vain for Pisgal, or any othier summit.
There is none discernable from this distance.
No peak rises prominent above therest. A
slight undutation only appears in the top nf the
range “as if;” in the words of Chuteaubriand,
«thehand of thepainter whodrew thishorizontal
line along the sky liad trembledin some places.”

In two hours and a half we reached the banks
of the Jordan. Its deep, wmuddy, rapid stream
is quite concealed by high banks, and by the
trees, bushes, and reeds which skirt them; so
that we did not sce it until we were actually
upon its banks. Here we rested a few minutes
at the place where, according to tradition, our
Saviour was baptized. Wo bathed in the
stream and drank of its walers, which were ex-
cellent. Ttsbreadth hereis not more than fiftcen
6t twenty yards, and its greatest depth abaut
cight fect.” Itscurrent is so rapid thatin swim-
ming across we were carried down 2 distance
greater than the breadth of the streem.  After
gathéring & few shells from the river, and
plucking @ few leaves of fiowers from its banks,
we re-mounted and proceeded towards the sea.
Our road diverged from the course of the river,
bearing to the southwest. It led us acrossa
part of the plain which was gerfectly barren,
and which it would scem must at times be

covered with water.
Dead Sea—3Mcans of Protection—Convent of
8t. Sada.
Tnone hour and twenty minutes we reached
the shore of the Dead Sea, the sterility of

which, -as well as the desolate appearance of
the mountains on cither side, on which no
habitation of man appears in any direction,
scemed designed as a remembrancer of tho
divine vengeance so awfully inflicted on the
inhabitants of this once fertile and beantiful
valley. The surface of the lake presents no-
thing remarkable 1n 1ts appearance, except the
slightness of the ripple caused by tie wind.
This is owing to the great specific gravity of
the water, in which the human body is incapable
of sinking. Imade the experiment repeatedly
while batumg in it, and found 1t impossible to
thrust the whole body under water. While
standing erect in the water, the head, shoul-
ders, arms, and part of the breast remain above
the surface; and I found on thrusting myself
dvwaward with my whole force, at the same
time exhaling as far as possible all the air from
my lungs, that I could sink only to my chin.
One of my companions who had never before
been able to swim, was here unable to sink.
The sensation produced by this heaviness is
very peculiar, and by no mecans urpleasant.
‘The taste of this water is much more disagreea-
ble than that of common sea-water, as the lat-
ter is than common water slightly brackish.
Besides its unequalled bitterness, 1t has a pe-
culiur pungency, and leaves a burning sensa-
tion in the mouth, and even upon the skin of
the face and hands. This water when ana-
lysed yiclds about one-fourth its weight in va~
Tivus salts, viz., soda, magnesia, muriate of line,
and sulphate of lime; and these foreign ingre-
dients, if chrystalized at a heat of 108° IFah-
renheit, wnount to forty-one per cent. of the
wiole weight of this wonderful liquid, which,
notwithstanding this fact, is us clear as {Tesh
water. We saw no fish, and hut a few dead
and sea-worn shells, which had doubtless float-
ed down from the Jordan, since they belonged
to the same species with those winch we found
in the river.

A part of our company returned to our last
night’s cncampment at Jericho, and another
part, consisting of the genticmen who had join-
ed us the evening before at Jericho, and myseif
took another route towards Jerusalem, leading
through the region anciently called the Wilder-
niess of Engedi. We procecded from tha
northwest angle of the sca in a direction a littie
south of west, and were about aa hourin cross-
ing this part of the plain.  Before reaching the
mountains we descricd among the bushes 2
coinpany of men on foot, and turned somewhat
out of our way to ascertain who they could be.
We found, to our surprise, in this desolate Te-
gion, so far from the habitation of man, a dozen
strangers unarmed, not one of them acquainted
with the lanmuage of the country, withouta
guide, and all alike ignorant of the road they
were to travel. They were Jews from Russis,
and their inquiry “vas, Which is the way tothe
Jordan? I told them the divecticn. and the
distance, and we- parted from them, our Arab



