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b{ the Religious Pross, and the leading Sccular Journals
of our Dowminion, and would hail this faet both as an
eloment of groat power in the conflict with evil, and as
an egldenoo of an advanced and healthy public sonti-
ment.

P. WRIGHT,

Convener.

e o~ . yae
The Lreshytevivw Jilivnce.
@P to the time of going to press we have

only received very meagre telegraphic
reports of the proceedings of the London
Council. The following statement in the
Scottish American is the fullest resumé of
the proceedings we have met with :—

The proceedings at the meetings of the Pan-
Presbyterian Council, held last week in Lon-
don, England, were of an unusually interest-
ing and important character. They com-
menced on the 3rd inst. with an eloquent ser-
mon by the Rev.Dr. Dyres. Thereafter there
was a reception at the Duke of AravLy’s man-
sion, and which was attended by nearly all
the delegates. This year both Canada and
the United States are numerously represented
at the Council, and their delegates are taking
a very prominent partin the proceedings.

Dr. Martasws, Quebec, presented a statisti-
cal report, showing that there were four mil-
lions of communicants of the Presbyterian
Church in the world, a number equivalent to
at least twenty millions of adherents. The
report stated that sixty thousand communi-
cants had been gathered into the Presbyterian
Church from heathenism, and that over five
hundred ministers had been sent to preach
the Gospel to the heathen. Mr. Drury, New
York, read a paper on “The Influence of
Llders and Deacons in the working of the
Presbyterian system,” in which he described
a movement in America in favour of subordin-
ate clergy to win the classes which the regular
ministry cannot reach, and advocated better
ingtruction of elders and deacons in their
duties, as well ag their holding of frequent
conferences. In the subsequent discussion
some elders were in favour of elders bein
only appointed for a limited time, an
Rev. Dr. WeLsg, Auburn, said that in America
the system of periodical changes worked as
thoroughly in respect to ministers as elders.

Dr. Cavey, Toronto, read a paper on ** The
Importance of Fostering the Spiritual Life of
Congregations,” in which he dwelt upon the
need of Episcopal oversight by Preshyterians,
and advocated greater use of laymen in church
work. In reading the minutes, Rev. Dr.
Brarrip, Edinburgh, took occasion sympatheti-
cally to refer to the great loss which Presby-
terianism in Awerica had sustained through
the deaths of Judge TrRuNkpY and Dr. Priva.
Mr. Vav Norpey, New York, read a paper on

“The Need of Home Missionary Efforts,” main-
tianing that “the Presbyterian Church in
America was never more prosperous or ag-
gregsive, freer from unbelief and heresy, or
more alive to missionary effort.”” Dr. Pinr-
soN, Philadelphia, delivered a stirring address
on “Organized Christian Work,” in course of
which he said that* the Church’s motto should
be identification with the people, remembering
that workingmen were often the most eflicient
churchmen.”

Dr. Caaupers, New York, introduced the
subject of “The Duty of the Church toward
theTendencies of the Agerelating to Faith and
Life.” Dr. Evtixwoon, New York, spoke of
“The Duty of the Church toward the Specula-
tive Tendencies of the Age,” and said thaf the
whole history of Presbyterianism was associ-
ated with educational progress, and with the
defence of the faith as delivered to the saints
—that the forms of unbelief had been legion,
but Christianity was not beleaguered-and that
the day was coming when revelation and
gcience would be harmonized, because they
would bemore fully'understood. A discnssion
followed on * The Influences of Scepticism.”
Dr. Moore read a paper on *Historical Re-
gearch and Christian Faith,” and Principal
Epwarps (Wales) and Professor Warts (Bel-
fast) took part in the discussion which fol-
lowed. Justice TayLor, Manitoha, introduced
the subject of ‘The Church’s Duty with re-
farence to Social and other Tendencies bear-
ing on Faith and Life—named intensity in
business and pelitics, relations between rich
and poor, and secularism.” Dr. MagVicar,
Montreal, spoke on the question of “How to
end Conflicts between Classes,” and reprobated
coercion and strikes, or the use of dynamite.
A very animated and interesting discussion
followed the report of the Committes on For-
eign Missions and co-operation with other
Churches. Dr. MurkLaxp, Baltimore, said
that the great end of the Church was to save
the world, and that it was for this that Christ
died. Dr. Cmavsers said that he differed
from those who said they should be united at
home before they went further afield—that
there weie thousands of difficulties at home,
such as chartered rights, vested rights and tra-
ditions, which they did not meet on new goil
—and that they ought not to wait until the
home organization was perfect, but should
push abroad, raising up a self-governing, self-
supporting and propagating Church, and doing
work for the glory of their Master. Dr.
Paraxer, New York, again argued that if
divisions continued at home they could hardly
expect missionaries abroad to act in a dif-
ferent spirit when they laboured among the
heathen. Dr. CaxesbLr, M.P., Stracathro, pre-
sided at a dinner given tn the delogates. at
which Rev. Dr. Parger d:livered an adaress,
in which he expressed the hope that Congre-
gationalists and Presbyterians would never
be in the relation of armed neutrality toward
each other, but rather that they would always



