(817)

@able the company is not allawed to the clergy, as;
it is generally on the Monday and ‘T'uesday, butj
some of his parishioners or other lay (riends are
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atended -—thus are their recreauons sanctificd by
religion. ‘The children are taught in the weekly
catechism, the meaning of their rejoicing, that they
may be early accustomed to make their religion the|
foundation of their mirth. You would bave much!
enjoyed the Pastor’s “story” yesterday,  of thel
meaning of Kermes;” how a holy man many hun-
dred years ago came among their forefathers when
they weire all wild men, living in hats, and eating
lerbs ; and how he persuaded them to become]
christtans ; but they had no chureh to hear Mass;
in, or to pray in. And how they collected mate-
rials, and the holy man taught them to build a
church : and how glad they were when they had a
chureb : and how the holy man consecrated the
chareh, for he was a Bishop, and how cn the day
their church was consecrated, they invited all their
relations to come and hear the first Mass in their|
own church. And how as the year came about,
they wished to keep up the memory of that happy
day, and invited their friends to come again to
help them to thank God for his goodness in having
sent a missionary to them. And how this day had
heen kept up ever since, and with the same inten-
tion, namely, as a day of thanksgiving for having
sent that holy man amonyg them. And how, far-
ther, to keep up the remembrance of this great
merey of God, in sending His saintly servant to
them, his statue had been ‘carved in stone, and
placed as they saw it over the High Altar. And
then he told them to look upon it, and remember
how good God had been to them in sending them a
missionary to teach their forefathers to be Cliris-
tians, and in preserving themn in the true faith for
so many hundred years. And to remember that
keeping Kermes was not to visit their grandmo-
thers and aunts, to eat cake and drink coffee alone,
but to pray to God earnestly and with all their
heart, that He would preserve them in the same
faith, and in the same hope, and in the same cha.
rity as that holy bishop had taught. And that all
thke joy and pleasure they had at Kerwmas, they
must offer to Ged as a thanksgiving, and that all
the week when they rose in the morning, and
when they went to bed at night, they must add
another Lord’s Prayer to their devotijons, to ask
God’s blessing to preserve them in the true faith
which St. Omer had taught them—sent by God.

Concluded in our next.
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A pious matron lady duesit. Jd on a certain ocea-
sion to know who were the s.uis most aceeptable
to our Lord. Jesus Carist favoured her with the
following vision: One motning as she was hear-
ing mass, after the clevation, she belield Jesus in
the form of a most luvely child standing wpaon the
altar, wben all at once he came down upon the
pavement, where there were knealing three devout
nuns : he took onc of them by the hand, ond
caressed her most affectionately ; then he went to
the next, and lifting up the vesl from before her
face, gave her a blow, going away from her as if
he was angry ; and finding her grieved and afilict-
ed, he endeavoured to console her with a thousand
sweet accents of love. At last he came to the
third, and looking at her very disdainfully, seizing
her by the arw he diove her with biows from the
altar ; whilst she meanwhile endurcd it all with
great peace, humbling herself, and blessing our
Lord. Upon this, Jesus returned to the devout
lady before named, and said to her, Know, daugh-
ter, that the first of these nuns is very weak in the
spiritual life, and very changeable ; and therefore,
to.confirm her in the good way, I show myself al
kindness and affection towards her, otherwise she
would leave it. ‘The second is stronger, and
more periect, therefore it is necessary for ber only
now and theu to feel an internal sweetness of spi-
rit : but the third is so firm, and so wel! grounded
in my service, that, come what witl to her, she
will never allow herself to be distracted from it:
and this is my best beloved of the three.

The glorious S. Philip Neri, in order to deliver
his penitents from the fust of these imstakes, dsed
to say to them, that in the spiritual life there are
three degrees. The first may be called the animal
life ; and belongs to those who follow the impulse
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PERFECTION.

Thero arc {wo crrors whick I very commotly dnd awaongs:!

of sensible devotion, which Almighty God is wont
to bestow upon beginners, to the end that being
induced by this feeling of devotion, (as animels
are moved at the sight of a bait,) they may begin



