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witlh the most modern improved coal-liandling appli-
ances obtainable. Immediately prior to the tinte the
tire took place the Coal creek mines werc producing
about 1,8oo tons oi coal per diem. This large supply
was sutddenly and witlouit any warning cut off, yet
suich is the producing capacity of the otlier collieries
in the Crow's Nest Pass district owned by the con-
pany that by the end of March there were no arrears
of orders, ail engageients iaving been promptly met
and niot a single order for either coal or coke lost. li
fact, a more serious drain upon the company's re-
sources could have b,în met without difficulty. Sucli
a position is cminîently satisfactory, ensuring, as it
does, an uiinterrupted maintenance of the supply of
coal and coke to the mining and smelting districts thtat
obtain their fuel fromt this companN.

Mining eigineers are nt always given credit for
good work done by mlienber, if their profession. Oc-
casionally, though, a well-merited tribute of apprecia-
tion of tlieir valuable services is published, as witness
the following from a recent iunmber of the Mining
and Scienlific Press: "Tweity years ago nearly ail
underground transportation was donc by men wlho
pusied single cars loaded with ore to the stations.
IIere ;md there vas found a mine wiere a locomotive
of some sort lad been introduced to replace hie tran-
mer, and the cars were hauled fron sone central
point in trains. Now nearly aIl the large mines have
eitlier nechanical, electric or compressed air liaulage
plants in successful operation. Ail of these imîprove-
ients are the direct result of the efforts and deniands
of the miininîg engineers and not of the labouring
miiners. Thtese and many otier neclianical devices,
as well as improvenients in the system of miiining, have
lowered the cost of imining step by step, until we %ee
to-day mines successflly' and profitably operated
wliici wouild have fallen far short of it evein a decade
ago. Tie outcomie is that vork is afforded thousands
of miners who otherwise could not lie emîployel."

In a letter to the Atln Limim, Dr. i. E. Younîîg,
M.P.P. for Atlin district, wvrites as follows, for the
information of his constituents: "As regards hy-
draulic leases, the governient intends that ail statu-
tory requirenients shall be carried out, and I ami happy
to sa% tliat conditions in the future will be muncli more
e.quitable tiani heretofore. The goverinment lias given
nie every assurance that the cause of complaint shall
be ren.uved as fast as possible, and further, the gold
cuiiiissioner lias been instructed tu give twu rccks*
public notice of all cancellations.

*Pcople holding leases slould bc forced to live up
to the requiremîents in the saine way that placer miiiers
are conipelled to do. At the sane tinie, I w% is tu sa
t those who i .ve invested nonev and made an effort
to conpl w ith the law, that it is nîot the iitentionî of
tie goveriment to place an bar ii the ua of devel-
,pllent of the district. But it is the intention of t
governiment to throw opeti all land vhich has been
illegally held and to give two wecks' notice of sucli

intention, so that aIl mîîay have an equal chance of
re-stakinîg."

The cliairnan, at the annual meeting of the Bank
(if British North Anerica, hield ni London, England,
last nionth, in the course of ir- address to stocklold-
ers, said. "'hie minîing industries of Britislh Columbia
lave shown considerable activity dluriig 1904, and ai
rougt estiniate compiled by the 'rovincial Govern-
ient values the miineral output at $19,775,ooo. The

gives an increase of more than $2,ooo,ooo over the

prlOdIuCtionli of 1902 and 1903, but just falls short of
igo, vhen the output reachied $2o,ooo,ooo. This iii-

reased pruductiun lias not, lowevcr, beeni acconi-
pinied b\ any better results for the shareiolders i
eithier the Canadian cumpanies or those established in
the United Kingdoni, and in ail alike, profits, where
existing at ail, have been iagre iii the extremie.
Efforts are now being made by influential persons in
Canada and the United Kingdon, representing somie
of the principal companies in the Rossland camp, to
bring about an anialganiation of inîterests, and sliould
these efforts mcet witli success, tlere shtouki be
brighliter das ere long. In the Yukon, on the other
iand, the output of gold show el furtler diminution,
barel reaching $io,ooo,ooo, in 1904, compared w'ith
$i î,ooo,ooo ii the preceding year. The population of
I)awson is also consid(lerably less tlian it was a year
agyo; but this is by no imans surprising, for in placer
iniiing. caips. as the auriferous groutind is worked out,

the iiiiers iove on to more attractive fields of labour ;
and so il lias been in this case. the exodus to the gold
fields of Tanana and Fairbanks having been on a large
scalo. Apart fron freslh discoveries that iay be made,
citier of alluvial or quartz. the future of the canip
appears to depend chiefi uponi a aadequate water
supply. and efforts are beitng made towards the at-
tainiimient of tiis object. Vhiatever iay be the output
for the future. it is interesting to look back on tie
results of the camp, since it first camine promiently
into notice seven \ears ago, for during this period
the value of gold recuvered lias certainly inot been
less tian $0oo.o0.00. These figures mnust surely en-
title it to rank aniongst the wealthiest placer mining
camps iii the world."

It is the custon of the Mining and Scicntific Press
tu publish mining news fron this Province undt(er the
leading of "lBritisli Coluimbia.' and froi otlier parts
of the )oiniiiion uniier tiat of "Caiiada." Occasion-
all\ an item frot Britislh Columbia is placed under
the latter liead. but liv not let al be so deailt withl ?
It is not clear tu the uninitiated why Alberta and
Yukon Territorv shiouild be shown as iii Canada and
lritish Columitbia bie differently treated. We appre-
t-ate the prtiiience given tu this province in that
inlfluential miniing journal. but would like to sec it
mitade plain tu uiniiiforied forcign readers thliat Brit-
ih Columbia is in Canada. This suggestion lias been

prompted b seeiiig addresses on communications froni
other countries with the words "British Columbia, U.
S. A."


