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THE RETAILERS' CORYEDTIOX.
MlF~tANITOBIA ANO NOItTIIWLST ItitTAtI.

ASC;OCIATION OItOANIZRD.

IdIERClAMT ORNEItAILV i'LIASIcI) %Viil TIEN~
h rSU1;L?.

Sitire the tiret proposal wau made te hold a
convention cf retail mnerchants cf Manitoba and
the Territ-cries, iL lia beont apparent that a
great deal of intercst has been taken in the
inatter. Leetings were bhl int a great many
towns throughont tho c'ountry te disettus the
proposed convention, and It tvas recognized
titat an effort should bu tmade te correct the
evils whiciî face the rotait tradeocf thi, country.
At theso meetings Ilelegates woe appointeil te
attend the convention as roprcsontativcs o! the
local mercantile commitnity. A good many
merchanta ulso attcnded from places wltere
meetings liad net been hield.

On Sunday and àfonday oecry incomin2g train
brouglit a number of tielegates to thti city. The
stomber cf peoplo congregated about the leading
hotels tras sufficicut te show that sometbing
uinusual wvas going on. Tho convention was
callcd as par notices issucd, to begin at eight
o'elock et. lionday evoning, in Trinity hall, and
by tho lioor appointait about oe hundred
morchants lied gatliered at the hall, ropresient-
ing almost every commercial cominunity in
Manitoba and front several points in the
Territories.

At the heur appointed Mr. Steen took the
chair, and called tho meeting te order. Ha
expiainad that hli ait taken the initiative in
caliing the meeting at te request of a number
o! te retait marchants cf Mauirel>a. à. desiro
hail been expressed for such a convention, and
a proposai te that effeet bad beau met witli a
hearty response front merchants aIt ever the
country. Hoe r, !erred te the objecte of the
convention, te a numnber of te disadvautages
tinder whielh the merchants labored, particu-
larly as te the xeinption act, and conctuded
hy stating that though lie liad called th. c ron-
vention, ho bail ne desire te maniage it nor
interfere in any way tvith the daliberations of
those proent. lie tvould Ieave the meeting
entirely iii the hands cf the dt-legates, and
asked te be relicvad cf any fnrtber responsi.
bility, by the appointaient by t-ha meeting of a
chairman andi secretary.

The c rnvention thon proceedeti with the
alection c! a chairman, thst choie cf which fll
on H. C. Rose, cf Rapid Cit-y. W. T. Reid,
cf Neepawa, tvas chosen secretary, andi the
meeting settieti down te busincss. After con-
siderable discussion the follewing committees
wcro appointetl ;

c0MMiiT'lEE 0ON OItOANYZZATION*.
Ileumr. Baird, Pilot Moond ; Rollins, Crystal

City ; Chantier, Westbouroe ; McDermo Lt,
Mitinedosa; Livingstone, Glenbero ; Sandere,
Deloraine; Mlarali, Bettîsb.

CoMM1ITrEE ON ORDER.f 0F flU81NEL.se
Mesrs. Anderson, Portage la Prairie; Young,

Virdcn;,Mole,Killarnoy; Hill, Carberry; .r,
Morris; Sherlock, Grenfeli; Humer, Winnipeg;
Hemingway, Carman; Bote, Regina ; Lewis,
Birtie ; lieKniglit, Boissevain ; Ross, Rapiti
City; Reid, INepawa.

CoMM31iTTEF 01N WATS AND MF.ANS.
fessrs. Wright and Horne, Winnipeg; C'-n.

tuif, Portage la Prairie;- Hindson, Rapid City;
Bray, Weloeley.

The following poisons rogiaterc'l their nonnes
a~dolegates t-o the cenvention:- W. .1. Rlemen-

way. Carman; James Connery, Meorrii; Wan.
uter, Winnipeg-, D. W. 1l"le, Regina; L. R.

Arnett, Winnipeg; T. L Iray, 1VolReloy; J.
Anderson, Portage la Prairie; Davidi NIontosh,
Lake Dautphin; R. E. Shorlock, Grenfeil andi
Letltbridlgo; S. B. Sîtalvan, Snowflsku; J. S.
Younug, Vîrden; J. B. Baird, Pilot Mlound; D.
A. Hiopper. lbtpifd City; iD. P. W.liains, Tre.
berne; J. E. Saundgera, Deloraino; John Chant-
ter, Wcstbolirno; J. L. Goitît, NicGregor; Gcc.
Martin, Portage la Prairie-, H. C. Rosa, Rapid
City; B. Ml. Canniff, Portage la Prairie; R.
Rollins, Crystal City; R. T,. Moore, Crystal
City; Thonmas licKav, Ilîot IMouud; T. B.
Moeikie, Catman; T. S. Meoule, Killarney; A.
B. Hill1, Carberry; at. W. Dalton, Carberry;
S. Himpten, Glanhoro; R. D. 'Martin. Deloraine;
J. B. Ruthlerfordl, Stonewal; WV. T. Reid.
B. R. Haiîlton, C. W. Herral, Neapawa; G.
T. Robinson, Winnipeg; Ml. Laurie, Morris;
A. Ml. Herron, Doloraino; Hlenry Burkce, St.
Charles; D. J. MeQucen, Gladstonu; Williani
Cairns, McGregor; J. G. Hindeon, Rapid CJity;
F. H. Francis, Ileadingly; R. D. remploten,
I. P. Hamuterton, A. Callandar, J. K. blc.
Lennan, D. C. MeGregor, C. D. Anderson, N.
N. Cola, J. Mlieln, J. K. WVright, J. W. dock-
bora, Winnipeg: John Hiebait, Pilot Meni,
G. W. Marsh, BoulaIt; P. J. bieDorunctt,
Minnedosa; W. T. Rcdant, Deloraine; I. J.
Woodside, Portvge la Prairie; Edward .Jordan,
Thorebill; A. IMcKnight, Boissevain; W. Logg,
Elkborn; H. Il. Hauscn, W. J. Sutten, Gec.
Ashdown and J. Heiman, 2.Morden.

There woe aise quite a numbar cf Winnipeg
andi other business mcn present who did net
register their naines.

The committees wec requesteti te geL te
work at once, andi have matters ready se that
te svork cf the convention coutil be regularly

begun at the session on Tuesday morning. The
meeting was thon adjourned tili ten e'clock on
order to allow the v'arious committees te par.
form their tvork.

TOESDqlAY Oti'SSSO.
The nierchants gathercd t tîte hour ap.

poiutted. Tho firaL business transacteti wu a
report froin te ccntmittee on organization,
mwhich favc:cd a permanent association, te bo
kîîoun as "The Manitoba and Northwest Retait
Association." The report iras adoptc.; sud the
convention St once proieceiled i.h tho claction
o! permaneot oficers for the enzuing year, with
te follcwing resuit:

President-J. Baird, Pilot Mlounti.
Vico.Prc-sident-J. Anderson, Portage la

Prairie.
Secrtary-W. T. Reidi, Neepawa.
Treasurer-W. Hunter, Winnipeg.
Tho folloiving wore norninateti as tha counicil

cf the association: A. B. llI, Carberry; W.
J. Ilamimingway, Casmnan; RL Rolais, Crystal
City; R. B. Sberlock, Grenfell; J. S. Yong,
Virdan; J A. Bryson, Winnipeg; J E. Saun.
iers, Deloraino; F. G. Lewis, Birtie; A. C.
Frr.ser, Brandon.

The commit-tee (,n Lta order ef business re.
eemmended te following subjectis for disctts-
sien:

1. Tho credit syatcm.
2. The butter systent.
3. The preveation cf the eisoglitor of baak-

rupt stocke.
4. Exemption.
5. Int 'irance,.

0. The best mothode of storekeeping.
7. Tihis committeo aclvi.tes the convention to

patition the Government te a-lopt inspectora in
caci? municipaiity te sc th-it farmors' grain
stocka tiro prorly protected front lire.

White the billots for the counicil wero being
coutctd over by the scrutineers, an Informnai
discussion on tho credit systom was begun, and
participatedtin by a number of thoso present.
The coupon system tvas the particiul.r item un-
dter discussion. MLr. Livingalono, of Glen bora,
explained the system as practlccd by him. A
fermner bought a coupon book front him, giving
in rcturn a note fur a certain lengtlî of tinte,
and paid for lits gooda by coupIons. TJnuscd
coupons whon tho note feu duo wero crediteil oit
tho note. A nuniber who spokosai 1 tho coupon
systcm worked satisfaeterily. It aaved a grat
deal of tirae and trouble in book-keeping, andl
another ailvantaga was that tito farmer always
knew how ho stood, the extoot of his liabilltic"-
and the date whot hie was expected to pay.

AFTERINOUN SMItaON.
The discussion of ta credit system was ru.

sumed immecliatoly aftor the convention was
called to order, aud a lou3 running discuision
took place on the coupon systemt.

It was moveci by R. Rollins, seconded by
B, R. flàmitton, "lThat io the opinion of this
convention the crcdit systent as it now exists is
unsatisfactory and detrimental to the best in
tereas cf the ratait traite. That credits are
given for toc long a tine. Titat this convention
recommonds the general adoption cf thu coupon
system.",

MIr. Heminway moved, scconded by Mr.
Livingaton, 'That in the opinion cf this meet.
ing ail boolks should bo closcd frcm tho first day
cf November te the firat day cf Miay."

MIr. B. R. Hamnilton moved s an amondinent
seconded by R. Rollins, "That tItis convention
recommonde the suspension, as fur au possible,
cf ail credit duriug tbe winter monthe, say front
let December util fet of Aprîl."

Tho latter portion cf the resolution regarding
the shutting off cf all credit biusines during a
portion of the year, provoked a great deat et
discussion. It 8eemed te bo the geneural opinion
that ait effort should bo made te cortail credit
business us much as possible during the meinter.
Af ter Ilhe crops coin *tence te nove in the faîl,
it was beliaved that merchants ahoold do &
strictly cash business untif the following spring,
but at the prasent timo it wvas net thought ad-
visable te adopt soch a resolution.

As te te coupon sy8tomn those present ap.
pearcd almost unanimoasly in favor of it. A
number related thair experienco with coupons
which Bhowed clearly that iL was an advantage,
and iL was proved to the satisfactio'i o! ail, tbat
it was vary inucha casier te collect notes than
open accounts. A number relsked their expa
rience with notes as againet opLn iccounta, antI
fromn their etatements it was siowo tiat tbe
percentage paid on notes was %bout double tint
paid on open accounte. As te tho signing cf
a note in return for the coupons, Meore thé
gouda wera received, iL wvas shown by the et.
perience cf those present, that it waa very much
casier te get a note f coin a farmer before goodi
wec purchased, than it was te get a farmerto
give a tnte In settiement of a back aceount.

It was stated by oe speaker, that tvintt su'ý
reqoired waa a littie firmness la the mattç.
Tho farmoers were te persona recoiving the&>
commod4ltion. met tho merchant, and therfore ::
the fermer echouldl n'A abject te aigu the ctt


