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FLAX-GROWING IN CANADA.
The subject of flax.growi ng iii Canada

lias received special attention of late frorn
the press a!l over the country. Titisq<ues-
tion lias beeti broughit promnîently te the
front by the paper read in the Conference
Hall ait t late Colonial «Exhibition lu
London, England, by Mr. E. B3. Bigger,
of )tMontreal, entitled "lTho Fiax.Growing
attd Linen Mýaiiufacturiiîîg Capabilities of
Caniada.» Thfe paper, whilh lias been
publishced iii full iii the Ganadian JoUrnal
of frlecis a very cotuprehensive one,
dettling as it does withi ail the stagest of
the flax.-rowing- and linien-moifnufacturiug
industry, froni the carlest records of its
growtlî to tc present day. Mr. fligger
commtences with tlîe carliest kiovn
manufacture of flax in aîîcient Egypt, aud
lifter tracing its history and developnient
througli tlic middle ages, concludes by
slieNin- the advantages which this counitry
enjoys for flax.growing.,

Froîîî tc paper it is learnied that fax
of excellent quai ity bas laes grown nt
every province of tce Dominion. IlBut
it is of the flax-growing aud mianufactur-
ing of the Canadian Nor(tIhwest,» says 31r.
Bigger, Ilthat I wishi more particularly to,
speak." WVe are told tlîat titere arc three
species of flatx itîdigenous te the Northt-
Nwcst, and that these grow luxuriaîîtly over
a vast area of «country. WVlere such is
te case it luight ho expected that the

cultivated flax wouid attain a hi-b state
of excellenice, and this lias been abundantly
attested by practical experimnhît, exte:îd-
ing over a great number of years, silice
the early Frenchi pioneers introdueed the
plant into tîte country. Experierice lias
slîom that the Northwest is peculiarly
adapted te tîte growing of an excellent
quality of flax, the clituate, sdil and otiter
conditions beiîig specially favorable to the
propagation of the plant. The Mennto-
nites liave grewn this crop te advaîîtage,
though they use oîîiy the seed, tho straw
beiîîg burned. As high as twenty-fivo
bushels per aitre of the seed is said te have
becs raised by theni. The price obtained
is about 90o to, S1.00 per bushel, whichl
would niake it a paying crop even without
utilizing the straw. According to a bine-
book teg arding the Mennonites, eue buyer
is said to ]lave paid eut $24,000 Cire

years ago, aud silice tîtat tinie doubtiess titan of ittasiai. We miay put thfs extra value
the cuiltivation of flax lias iîîcreased. 11t against aiîy extra cost for transiportation froin

a contr whee s Ilich )iidis-,-tiii isthe fielud to, the sea, aud we stili hiave file profits
a~~~~~~~~ cOîîi ofer see .auhbnigtiî s jseetd."

used, it does Socin a pity tlîat tue strav A owitii.ltb oen oei
could neot bie turtied to botter, advalitage, the manufacture of flax, it was pointed
aitd ne doubt ini tin!e sone- profitable out tfîat Canada imports liues goods to

nîcatîs~ ~ ~ tihbeoriofdsoigo i te i value of over $1 ,440,000 annually.
titan by burning the valuable fibre. Rc -It Onîtario twines and rope to tce value
garding te manufacture of the' straw, 'Mr. Io bu 100O&prya r au
Shantz states tîtat owitig to t he scarcity fcîrd u hs r e l rmfx
of labor sud the slîortncsm of thp seasen, 1StilI wc imnport, lincti twines te the value
the Mennonites htave not found it to pa of over $1 ï7,000, linen thread ýc, the
then) te leavo their oCher work te p'repare ntount of $150,000 sud lises duckiîîg te
the fibre. tevleo 7000 isedo ii

Returiugi te Mr. l3igger's palier, it is tî au f$5,0.Isedo ii
stated that ~~~~perting, Mr. Big«rer tlieîtrese armr-.hinks we should be

ably rieli iii oil (about 14 lbq. te the laîsîtel> exporting al) these -goods. There is aise
tha ofth Nothestisstil ichryied-the paper-nianufacturing industry, for

ing 16 lbs. to the bustel, whiclî is prohaÀbly whcitesrwcud euiie o'd

the Itiglicat yield in the world." British 0
mianufacturera wlîe have tested the Cana- Qne feature speciafly favorable te the
dian straw, state tîtat ne botter fibre could cuitivation of flux in Manitoba wouid
ho desirpd. It is aise the testiniony of seeni te o bcii ceunectien with ' he first

Candia anUided tatsatnufctuersbreaking of tho prairie soil. A good crop
that the Manitoba straw excels in quaîity miay be secured frein the first plewing,
the produet of any other part of the con- where other grains would prove a failuroe.
tinent, It lias beexi the custoni cf the Mennonites

The adaptability of tItis country for tecovtîi a ro ietrtbekn
grewing flax would ainiunt tei littie if i* of the natural sod, anîd tlîey have aiways

co Z>e h hw ta t pducul ad goedreturns. Itis generallysuppoèed
be uld ab suc w a a te ake c that flax is a very exhaustive cr4~ to the
cplzd sul a payiu ea.Tts at ef the tub- soil, but Mr. Bigger liolda that titis is net

jeet Mr. Bigger takes lîold o! iii a viger-tecaevhethwst teilsr-on '> turned te the ]and.eus wvay. After shewing the permanent
clarcerc tehusinutrli i0e Witlt ail the advantages en.jeyect in

charManitob for tlx-rheg tino prosty, ieeivs
figures regard ing the deniand for tue1 r-Mntb o lx-oi-te pror
duct out of 100,001) tons of flax used aiready ruade in the cultivatios of the
in Great Lritain in 183S5, over 83,000 tons plant, and the dcmand for the various
were imnported, at a cost of £3,200,000 mntufactures cf flax, tîtere would seeni
for the raw niaterial. 0f titis aiteunt te le a profitable field for the preparatien
59,341 tons came froni Russia. ]3esides cf tîto straw wlih is now burned. There
this*demnîad la «reat Britain, a profitable 15 already a large quantîty o£ bian-g
expert business ntîght bo doue with the twiîîe used in tîte prevince and the adjeis-
United States Then tliere la tîte cil aud ing territories, and the aniount consuîned
cil cake, whiclt latter products cf flax seed wvill be iucreasing yearly. In fact, tîte
]lave a)teady becs exported te a cotasider- use cf binding twine in this country is
able extent. alntost confined te tîte .Nertltwest, and

As te tîte profit' fromn flax-growing in this article is imnported into the proviucP-,
NiTaitoa, r. B,-,er ayewhilst here the straw is hurned on the

Caioa rornd Biggeri sayr:ih b s".lie average value cf Russian and Gerniaîn groîd Thui0hr ih esm
flax ig £32 a toit, of Insuil £56, and of lieigil, doubt as te the proitable -rowving of flax
£74. Taicing the average production cf Euro. for tîte exportationi cf tîte prepared fibre,
peau ceuntriln as a criterion, S acres will raise a yet tliere can scarcely lac a dcubt but
t2îr of (lresscd fibre, cf wilich tite average vailue that the manufacture cf binding-twine for
will ha £41 or say 1Q200, whicli woîîld give a homoe use wouîd prove a satisfactery in-
total resilt înuch bottcr titan whet, ait its pre.
sent price iii MNatitoba 51and the Nortltwest. vestinet, if rot now, at least in tîte very
For the purpose cf t1,is estistiat- I ]lave takest near future.
the average prodluction cf Etiropean couintries;
but, as a înattcr cf fact, the yield per acre will THE NANITOBA NENNOIITES.
eqital, if net exceed, that cf Irehînd and Hollauci,
wiîiclt is about 32 etotieis per acre, attd the value The Meonnotltes furxiish a Rodk example
lier ton will prove te ie nlearer that, cf Irisht flax ,f wliat rnay lac accompiisicd iii Manitoba


