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ADVERTISING RATES FURNISHED ON APFLICATION

Tur CanaDa LusngurstaN is published in the interests of the lumber
trade and of allied industsies threughout the Dominion, being the only re-
presentative in Canada of this foremost bLranch of the commerce of this
country. ltaims at qiving full and timely information on all subjects
touching these interests, discussing these topics editorially and inviung
free discussion Ly others.

Yspeciat pains are taken to secure the latest and most trustworthy mar
ket quotations from various points throughout the world, s0 as to aflord to
the trad~ in Canada information on which it can rely in its operations,

ial comresp in localities of importance present an accurate
report nct only of prices and the condition of the market, but also of other
matters speaally interesting to our r But corresp ¢ is not
only welcome, but is invited from all who bave any information to com-
i or subjects to d relating to the trade or in any way affecting
it.  Even when'we may not be able to with the writers we will give
thema fair opportunity for frec discussion as the best means of eliciting
thesr * Anyitems of interest are particularly requested, for even if not
of great fmportance individually they contribute toa fund of information
from which general results are obtained,

Advertisers will receive careful attention and liberal treatment. We
need not point out that for many the CANADA LUMBERMAN, with its spe-
cial class of readery, is not only an exceptionally good medium for securing
publicity, but is indi ble for those who would bring themselves before
the notice of that class,  Special attention is duccted to “WanTrp"” and
“'For SALE" adverti-. .uents, which will be inserted in a conspicuous posi-
tion at the unif-rm prico of "f cents per lineforcachinsertion.  Announce
sents of thi« . haracter will be subject to a discount of 25 per cent. it
ordered for four successive issucs or longer.

ibers will find the small amount they pay for the CaNADA Lust-
BERMAN quite insignificant as compared with its value to them, There is
vot an individual in the trade, or specially interested in it, who should not
be on our list, thus obtaining the present benefit and :u(fmg and encours

aging us to render it even more complete.

TO VISITING LUMBERMEN.

Lumbermen visiting Toionto are invited to use the
office of the CANADA LUMBERMAN as thelr own. We
shall take pleasure in supplying them with every con-
venience for receiving and answeiing their cortespond-
ence, and hold ouiselves at their eervice in any other
way they may desire.

FROPOSED LABOR ORGANIZATION.

WiTHIN the past two months a movement has
been commenced among the workmen employed
in the different branches of the lumber industry
to organize an association, or, more properly
speaking, a labor union, having for its object
the securing of a higher remuneration for the
services of the men thus engaged, the shortening
of the hours of daily labor, and the general bet-
terment of their condition. The idea, so far as
we can learn, appears to have originated in the
mind of Mr. William Hood, who has conducted
a general store at Baysville, Ont., for some
years, and who, at a meeting held at that place
on the 26th of April last, was appointed general
president. It is stated to be his intention to put
a large number of organizers at work throughout
Ontario to form local associations, and eventually
to spread the movement to cvery province of the
Dominion. The promoters of the organization
claim to have been prompted to take such action
by the long hours which men were compelled to
work for a small remuneration.

While admitting that any movement which will
improve the condition of the masses of the people
is to be commended, and without desiring to
condemn the proposed organization before giving

the subject due consideration, we cannot but
question the expediency of taking such a step at
the present time, which, for reasons which will
be briefly  anticred, we consider to be the most
inopportune in the history of the lumber trade.

Indications now point to the fact that Cana-
dian lumber entering  the United States will be
subject to a duty, probably $2 per thousand fcet,
a duty which all wi!' admit will shut out from
the American market a portion at least of our
lumber, while thus far the Canadian government
have made no declaration of their intention to
impose an export duty on saw logs, Thus it
would appear that should the above circumstances
come to pass, the result would be that the manu-
facture of much of our lumber would be diverted
to the American side, notwithstanding that the
raw material is to be obtained at our doors.
This is the outlook at the present time, and any-
thing which will increase the price of manufac-
turing in Canada will certainly assist this move-
ment.

It is also well known that lumber manutac-
turers have of late years made very little money,
owing to the high figures paid for timber limits
and lower prices obtained for lumber. True it
is that supplies may be purchased at a less cost
to-day than ten years ago, but this and other
like advantages are more than offset by the facts
mentioned above. Glancing over the province
of Ontario, we can scarcely point to one lumber
concern which may he said to be making more
than a fair interest on the money invested, and
we have it on the authority of several leading
manufacturers that the lumbermen are not mak-
ing money to-day in manufacturing lumber.
There are some wealthy lumbermen to be found,
but in most cases their riches have been ob-
tained by speculation in timber limits and in
contracting for getting out logs, rather than in
the conversion of the logs into lumber. Manu-
facturers of white pine lumber have in recent
years been confronted with strong competition
from southern pine, which is produced by negro
labor at the lowest possible cost, and which also
has the advantage of cheap transportation. In
many of the yards in the Eastern States which
were once stocked with millions of feet of white
pine, there is now very little of this article to be
found, but a much greater quantity of the
southern product. This has not only reduced
the selling price of white pine, but has made the
lower grades very difficult of disposal, hence
the absolute necessity of cheapening the cost of
production in order to meet the competition
from southern pine.

Lastly, the question of remuneration for ser-
vices is governed almost entirely by the law of
supply and demand. During the past winter
the number of men seeking employment in the
woods was much larger than the requirement,
and consequently the average wages paid was
correspondingly less.  We doubt whether by
means of organization the Standard of wages
could have been raised, inasmuch as the history
of similar labor unions is that only a portion of
the persons engaged in any particular calling
can be induced to become members.

Notwithstanding our views as above expressed,
we are free to admit that in some instances work-
men have been compelled to give their services
for a remuneration altogether too small, yet

——
most manufacturers realize that only by pay,
a fair wage, as governed by the prices obtai

for their product, can the best results be obtaing

‘THE DINGLEY BILL AND THE CANADIAN
LUMBER TRADE.

AnotuER step has been tuken by the Uniy
States government towards the adoption of ty
Dingley bill.  On May 4th the Finance Cpe.
mittee reported the bill to the Senate, havieg
made such changes as were deemed expedicg
In the lumber schedule some modifications wey
made of importance to Canadian lumberme
The rate of ¢z per thousand feet on sawn lumby
is allowed to remain, but the extra dutyof§
for planing on one side and tonguing and groa;
ing is reduced to seventy cents, and thatfy
planing on two sides and tonguing and groosiy
from $1.50 to $1.05. This reduction hasmg
with a strong protest from American lumberme,
who claim that the United States governmens
simply offering a premium for the establishme
ot planing mills in Canada. They argue thy
the difference in weight of lumber after begy
dressed will enable Canadian manufacturersd
white pine to ship their dressed lumber intots
American markets as cheaply as they could it
rough stock.

Aanother alteration made by the Finance Cox
mittee has reference to the retaliatory clawe
The 25 per cent. ad valorem addition to beic
posed on lumber in case any country shod!
place an export duty on saw logs or pulp wod
is changed to add the amount of such expd
duty instead of any fixed sum, and the work
“pulp wood"” are eliminated from the clau
It we clearly understand the revised tariff, ik
Canadian government may impose an expn
duty on pulp wood without increasing the du
on lumber, but should an export tax be plad ‘
upon saw logs, then the amount of such tax 2 R
be added to the duty on rough sawn lumber. 0|}
the other hand, another clause of the bill provids 5
that the amount of the export duty placed e
pulp wood by any foreign country shall be adid§
o the duty on manufactured pulp entering (ke
United States. By the new arrangement tefg
lumber and pulp industries are in no wayd 8
pendent upon each other, but are consideredy '
entirely separate. This, to the mind of i
writer, is the only tair manner of dealing wit
the question, as we fail to realize the justice o
imposing an additional tax on lumber becausea |
duty is imposed on pulp wood. Let each indw R
try stand upon its own footing.

Reverting to the changes made by the Finacz g
Committee, the duty on shingles is reduced froz |
30 to 235 cents per thousand, and clapboards a ‘
taxed at $1.50. The rebate clause, under whid |
a refund of a portion of the duty was madec
such lumber as was manufactured into bovesas 8
shipped to foreign countries, is abolished  The
constitute the most important changes.

While it is by no means probable that the b2 38
will become law in its present form, therek |
nevertheless, a possibility that Canadian lumieja
entering the United States will be subjected o1
duty, whether great or small. It thercforeit
hooves our lumbermen to take early steps 3@
vlace themselves in a position independent of
United States market, as should the Dominiz}
government see fit to impose an export duty g



