THE CRITIC.

1n

e
mom————-

She drew ncarer to him,

] Jove you as 1o one else ever will——as no woman has cver loved you
~partly because 1 could ot help loving you, and partly because I have
hclpcd to awaken the better nature within you,  You may live many ycars,
happy, flattered, but no love like mine will ever reach you ; the wilc you are
sending from you is the dearest and truest friend you have.”

He looked terribly distvessed.

“\Vhy did you not tell me this before, Hildred ?" he asked

“] tell you? How little you know me ! Was it my place to go to the
husband who oeglected me and plead for his caresses, for his love? I
would have died a thousand deaths first. How little you krow me! I
should not tell you all this now, but that I know in this world we shall
gever perhaps meet again. 1 am speaking to you across a grave. I stretch
out my hands to you over a grave—the grave where my love lies—slain 1"

And as she said the words sho fell upon her kneex, weeping, sobbing
with bitter cries, as though a grave lay there, ar ! she had fallen upon it.

He was touched. Hc could not tolerate what he believed to be her
crime, but she was young, beautiful, ang loving. Her crime had been com-
mitted throughi love of hun  He raised her from the ground.

«] am very sorry, Hildred,” he said; it is very sad for both of us.
Now we must talk of sownething clse.  You must go at once.”

she raised her weeping cyes to him.

« Must you sond me away ?” she asked gently.  ** It was wrong. 1 was
wad with jealous anger, but I did not think I wa:. Could you not overlook
"

« You speak lightly,” he replied sternly.  *“ No, you cen never re-cuter
my house. I have armanged it all. I did so when I took poor sady
Hamilton back to the Castle. I told our guests that you had been suddenly
sent for by your father, that 1 had driven you to the station—and it is to
your father's house you must go."

“ Very well,” she said, drearily.

“You do not seem to understand,” he remarked sharply , ** do you not
know the danger, the peril that hangs over you ?” ]

She did not, but of what use was it to say so ! |

“Try to collect yourself and understand,” hc continued , ** time presses.
1 capnot keep them away much longer. You must depart at once without
being seen.  No one must know at what hour you went. You must go to
your father's house and wait there. If it should be needful to send you
abroad, 1 will arrange it.”

“Have I done so very wrong?" shc murmured. The carl cried out
passionately—

“Heaven give we paticnce ! You must be mad o ask me such a ques-
tion. One would think you did not know what wrong meaunt.”

Hildred stood quite still, looking almost helplessly at him,

“You do not scem to realize or to know what you have done,” he said
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nastily.

“{ do—I do " she moaned ; “ and there will be no pardon. I wish that ;
I might fling myself into that lake. 1 would, but that therc is a life to i
come.”

“ Hildred,” said the carl sternly, * listen to mec. 1 have old you that |
you tnust never re-enter wy doors; but you bear my name, and for my!
namc’s sake [ will shield you. The Countess of Caraven may have done
wiong, but the world must not know it. I must save you from the conse- §
quences of your mad folly. Sce~1 went quicily to your rooms and have
Lrought you these.” He gave her a cloak and a bonnet with a thick veil.
“1 found them in your wardrobc Havc you any woncy 17

“No,” she replied vacantly, “/nonc.”

He took out his purse and gave it to her.

“] would accompany you,” he said, “Dbut that it would draw down
suspicion on you. 1 inust be here to ward it off.  Wrap yourscll o this
cdoak. Hide all that amber satin.”

With cold trerobling hands she obeyed him.  Suddenly she remembered
the ubies.  She unclasped the necklace and bracelets.

“Take these,” she said; and the carl took them—it was better, he
thought, to humor her.

“Now you quite understand, Hildred? You must not gu ncar Court
Raven—you are known there.  You must walk to Worseley ; that is a larger
station ; no one will know you. Takc a ticket for London. When jou
reach there, hail a cab and go straight to your father's housc. Are you
quite sure that you understand ?”

*Yes; what must I say to my father ?” she asked.

“You had better tell him the truth. He is a quick, keen man of the
:']('Jrld; he will know far better than I do what should be donc.  Tell him

“Yes,” she replicd mechcnically.

“Now hasten away fron, here, Hildred.” he smd. “J am in mortal
fear. You understand all. Y ou know the rcad to Worscley—it is dircct—
you take the high road without turning. Good-by."”

She raiscd her dark sad eyes to his face; all the love, the passion, the
regret that she could not put into words, was revealed in them.

* Good-by," she repeated.

Ue did not hold out his hand to hei. Had he been speaking to the
lierest stranger, his voice could not have been colder or twre stern. Then
b turned quickly away, and Lady Caraven walked across the coppice and
through a lane into the high-road. She walked quite micchanically. She
had to go o Worseley, to take a ticket to Loudon, and then go to her
father’s house. She repeated the words over and over again to hersclf, like
3 child who dreads forgetung a lesson. Her face was deadly pale; her
limbs tre:obled with cold. The golden stars shonc down upon her; the
night winds whispered round her.  She walked on, unconscious of it all.

(X0 bo continued. )
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