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amation fell one by one to the ground.

41 dg not like speuking of it,” she began. * You must see, Raoul, as
well us 1 do~ you must understand. How could any one help despising
aod disliking « man who lives for himself, who cares for nothing but his own |

sure, and leaves every duty neglected? How can I lovea 'man who
matricd mo only for my money, despising me the while—who has not since
matriage shown me the ordinary civility that a gentleman never fails to show
toalady ?  He is selfish, indolent—ah, Raoul, [ do not like saying this,
pbut if you saw his cruel neglect, his cruel oppreseion, il you know how
arelessly he leaves everything to John Blantyre, how hetdless he is as to ]
the claitms of justice, you would be sorry for me

* 1 see,” he replied queetly. ¢ Now tell me, Hildred—1 know you will
speak qquite frankly—do you see one redeeming quality amid all your has-
band's faults?”

she thought long before she answered him, and then she looked into Lis

e,

“ 1 am afraid not—I do not reember one.  Yes, there is one. 1 have
pever heard him speak faluely.”

Sir Itaoul's face cleared.

« Ulric was a truthful boy,” he said, “ Do you know of anything else
in his favor 2"

She thought again.

“ 1 think,” she replied, even more slowly, *“ that he is tender-hearted.
Heis uot ci.el; ho does not not like to see people suffer ; he is cruel only
10 me.

“True in word and tender of heart—these are two good qualities ; we
know that he hasa handsome face, an easy grace of manner, a musical
voice. You see I am trying to discover his good qualities. 1 will tell you
somothing else.  He is a spendthrifi- I do not deny it. He may oppress
the poor on his estate—that I am sure is done unwittingly ; but he has never
yet refused to heip a comrade in distress. Years ago, when I was a hard-
wotking soldier, with nothing to rely on but way pay, il I would have
borrowed, he would have lent me half his fortune e 1s open handed.”

“Yes," she replied.  Sir Raoul smiled.

“Listen again, Hildred. lc has dune all kinds of foolish, mad,
senseless actious ; but uo one ever told of him that ne had done a mean
one.” . !

“1t was mean to demand rent from the poor widow whose husband was
Lilled in his service.”

“I am perfectly cerlain that Joln Blantyrs has misled him,” was the

ly.

i It was miean to marry e for my money,” she said with a flushing face.

“Ah:! there 1 must yield: It was mean—it was, in onc sense, the
worst action of his life,” said Sir Raoul. “ let us make a récumd, Hil-
dred He is true n word, tender of heart ; he was never cruel; he is

She was silent for some minutes, and the crimson leaves of the clove-|

open-hauded ;" he has committed but one mean action ; he is handsome and
accowplished, well fitted to win the heart of any womzn. ‘I'ell me—do you |
think 1t quite impossible 10 love such s character ?” i

“[ can hardly tell,”” she replied slowly. |

4] thiak that Ulric Caraven has w1 it the clewents of a noble charac-
ter, Hildred. Give to a sculptor a block of shapeless marble, and what ;
does hic fashion from it?” !

“ \ beautiful status,” she replied. !

“fruc. Given a shapeless inass of qualities, good and bad intermixed, !
[ say that 2 good woman from them can mold 2 beautiful character. Listen |
~1 will tell you how.” .

lle had drawn nearer to her, and theleaves of the crimson carnation fell :
at his feet ; the western wind seemed to pause and listen—it fell with a faint
subdued sigh.

“Listen,"” he repeated ; and there was 2 grave swect music iu his voice
that overawcd her.  * Qur lives, Hildred, arc very much what we ourselves
make then ; your case is, 1 grant, an cxceptional onc—your fate hasin some
m'"c been decided for you, but your ultimate destiny lics in your own

She murmured faintly that she knew it, ans’ that she vas unhappy in the !
knowledge. e went on.

“ Your life lics befure you now, divided in two paths. Granted that you
have been victimized, that you have been marricd for your money, that you
have been sold, as it were, for a title, that your girlish romance and your
womanly tenderness have been alike outraged, that you have been deccived.
persauded that you could live happily without love, and that you find it all
a mistake."”

*Yes,” she repeated, “all a mistake.”

* Some girls in your place,” hie continued, * would revenge themselves.
Havibg no home happiness to fall back on, having no home love, they
would rush into cxcess of gaycty aud flirtation. There are sime who
would do cven worse than that—who would seek abroad tho love they did
a0t find xt home—I speak quite frankly to you—but you are t00 good, too
jure, 100 true, to think or dream of such a thing.”

She made him no answer; but Sir Raout dild not not scem 10 heed that.
e went on :

*“You have borne vour fate bravely as yet, but now you have tired of it ;
your courage and patience have failed—you liave told me se, and I can
Plainly sec that in your own miud you are secking some mceaus of escape.
lsitnot 502" !

“Yes,” she answered, ** I nust go away.”

( Tu be e utinund.)
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