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\Whilo this episdde was occurring. Glyn's
Rrigade, consisting of the 4th Battalion
Rifles, 1Tth Foot and South Down Militia,
had deployed in skirmishing order ready to
soale tho heightson the enemy's right flank.
which they had’so skillfully turned. A re
solute dash at this moment would have de
cided tho fate of the day in the mnst signal
manner, 8s the two battnlions of Guards not
engaged in holding Codford were in raserve,
and Arthur Hardinge’s Brigade was ia close
proximity to their rear. ‘I'ho Northern
Army Corps was temporarily so situated as
1o be hopeless in the fuce of such & formid:
able onslaught; but in war. as in every
mundane puratit, time i3 everything. Sir
John Michel had forbidden Horsford to
proceed beyond the point he had reached
until further orders from headquarters, and
80 poor Stir Alfred had to sit on his horse in
spparent tranquility, #hile the golden mo
ments alipped awny s8nid the enemy’s rein.
forcements camp up., Aggravating indeed,
must hiave béen bis position had the situa,
tion been a renlity. After threo good
quarters of an hour—precious, nay, invalu
able time sacrificed—the tardy nite de
camp arrived, and in a nioment later the
steady line of scattered red and green coats
was ngain in'rapid motion. Anything more
brillinnt, well conditeted and dashing than
the ensuing charge up the preciptiou- slopes
which had to be carried, can scarcely be
conceived. The Rifles, in advancing, ex-
tended almost impeiceptibly till they com

letely outflanked their opponeats on the
eft, and tho other two battalions of Glyan's
Brigade pressed on straight to the front, at
suchaspeed asin a measure to neutralize the
effect of the heavy fire by this time concen.
trated upon them When ths “couso fir.
ing ¥ sounded, aud the battle was over, the
valley was filled with troops destined tosup-
port Michel's attack. ‘The umpires and
commanding - oflicers gathered together, and
after a 1ong consuliation it was decided that
Sir Johnr Michel had succeeded in forcing a
passage of the Wiley, and in rendering the
position of the Northerners on Codford Hill,
no longer tenable, The practical result is
that each force returns to ils present en.
campment, aithough the invaders will be al-
lowed to commence their attack tomorrow
from the point they gained to day north of
3he Wiley.

Satuapay, Sser. 71,

* General idez * of the day.~The South-
ern Army. had been reinforced by tne de
tachment from Maiden Bradley, wiich ar-
rived too late to take part in yesterday's
operations. The forco which yesterday was
at Ringwood has reached Downton, and the
torce at Cranborne has pushed forward to
wards Wilion to connect the force at Down-
ton with Sic John Michel’s right. ‘The ope-
rations are not to commence before eight
o'clock, 8, m. This however, does not af.
fect the posting of pickets.

Ballle of Wishford—Defeat of Walpols.—
The proceedings toduy were full of interest
and resulted in a crushing and desarved
defeat of the Northern Armys. 7To render
this intelligible we must begin with a glance
at the ground oconpied by the two armies

belore tho fight began, On Fridsy night
Walpole's headquarters wove at Winter.
bourne Stoke, During the night ho aban-
doned the ground successfully held at Cod-
, ford, and tho lino of the Wiley as far as
Steeple Langford. Hence bis left extonded
in the direotion of the Avon, above Staplo-
y ford, Wishford,and SouthNewton,to the right
of theroad from Salisbury. Thus ho covered
tho road from Wiley by Yanbury Castle to
Winterbourne, that along the Wileybourne
stream by Stapleford and Berwick to Wine
terbourne, and {he north road from Salis.
bury to Devizes. As the crow flies, his line
of ;osts frofn right to 14ft was abolt five
miles in length. Ths triangle enclosed Ly
lines drawn along his front, and the advanc
ed posis on his flinks to Winterbourae
Stoke is bisected, and for tactical purposes
divided into two scparate {iriangles by
the stream of §Wileybourne, which is cross-
ed by the following bridges—two at Staple.
ford, at each end of the village, about halfa
mile apart. An interval of a little less than
a mile separates the upper one of these from
Berwick St. James, here again the passpges
are similarly arranged ; above the upper
bridge at Berwick is'a ford, and at Winter-
boure tho river is bridged and fordable,
There were thus:five avenues of communica-
tion between the right and left zones of de-
fi-nce, and the pontoon train was moved to
Stapleford in t's morning before eight
o'clock. Whether it was used or sot, we
arc at present not.informed, but probability
.points to its having been. laid half way he-
tween Stapleford and Berwick St. James,
where o track seross the high down strikes
the stream. ‘Tho whole of the position is
cut across al nearly right angles by valloys—
-not difficult to cross, yet entailing fatiguo
and delay to the passage of troops. Wal*
pole's most advanced posts on the left were
at Wishford. South Newton was occupied
iater, as well as the wood in Newton Down,
Atabout eight o’clock in the moraing the
great triangle which would have been diffi.
cult to guard satisfactorily with 50,000 or
60 000 men, was attempted to be covered
by Walpole with about 14,000, as nearly as
o could ascertain in the following manner:
‘The 1Iouschold Brigade of Cavalry wasin a
valley to the left of Yanbury, concealed by
Little Down. To the lelt tho line was pro-
longed by a portion of Erskine's and Paken-
bams’s Brigade. The 30th, from Paken.
bam’s Brigade, were in Stapleford. The
2nd Battalion of the 4th and a battery wera
about hall way between Stapleford and
Yarntury. Steeple Langford was weakly
occupied ; Stapleford in considerable force
by the Rifle Brigade of the 3rd Brigsde 4th
Division, who had also some companies at
Wishford, There wasa battery at Newton
Hli, behind the wood. The remaining bat
talions of Stephenson’s Brigade were held
in support behind the slopes above Wish:
ford. ‘TheLight Brigade of Cavalry, minus
-the 19th Hussars, which, we believe, was on
the extreme right, was near thesame spo! ;
the remaining batteries, Maxwell's an
Andsrscn’s brigades in reserve near Berwick
St. James ; Parke's towards Yutbury. Tho
Wiltshite Yeomanry were at Wishford. The
whole of the ground was complotely over
109ked by the opposite hills ncrass the
Wiley, Yet, on procoeding thither, not a
rifle of helmet, except those of stutrica, und
videttes, was visible from the summit of
Graveley Wood. )

As for the Southern Army, it also derived

.able character of the-ground it occupied,
yet, as will presently be ssen, it did not es:
cape the musfortages that'deservedly dver:

extraordinary advantage. from -the favour: |

tako troops manouvring iua woodland dis

trict, unless their flanks are thoroughly pro-
tected hy cavalry, Grovely UHill throws out
spurs townrds the Wiley, and one, the most
important, toward Wilton, very favourable
to tho concenlment of a flanlke movement to
wurn Walpole's left. The whole length of
tho ridge is some ten or cleveh miles, and
tho value of the woods to an assailant has
been sufficiently dwelb upon, theirdanger to
an offiter noglecting to use his cavalry to
suve him from all possibility of surpriso was
fo receive a very practical illustration. About
hine o'clock the Wiltishire Yeomanry mudo
a demonstration, -advancing through Wish.
ford {cwards Grovely, dnving in the South-
em vedettes. At tho sume time, and while
it may be presumed that this little diversion
served sufficiently to distract Michel's at-
tention from other cavalry movements,
Shute, with tho'9th Lancers, 13th IIussars,
the resorve hattery, and Hampshire Mount-
od Rifles,was directed to move upon Wilton,
cross the riveryto pass-through Wilion Puark,

and rapidly roconnoilre the enemy’s right
and right vear. ‘Puking with him Cnj tain
Janett, of the Wiltshire Yeomanry (lute
Grenadier Guards), an ofticer thoroughly
acquainted with the country,as a guide,
Shute't little brigads trotted to Wilton,
mandged unobsérved to pass the Wiley at
thié point, and, gaining.thé downs beyond,
awept alono the reverse side of the ridge.
They pounced suddenly upon and captured
a battery, escorted bya troop of the Tth
Hussars ; considerably worried Hardinge's
brigade, which the reserve battery contrived
to enfilacle while marching alone a lune, and
crowned their exploits by taking prisoners
Sir Alfred Horsford und his staft. fhe cap-
tare was sustained in theory by theumpiro
but not practically acted upon, and General
Horsfo;tf was released to completo the tac-
tical operation in which he was embarked
when ths Luncers surprised him. Returning
after the preformance of this brilliant ex-
ploit in safety to the north buank of the
Wiley, by Wishford, they ascended tho
downs unmolested, and took post behind
the wood on Newton IIill, bringing alsoin-
telligence that the eunemny wuas ovidently
meditating an attack in force on theleft and
might be expected from the direction of Wil

ton.

Atnoon a well conceived feigned attack
on the part of the Southerners was made by
two battalions of Guards, which. issming
from Grovely Wood, opposite Steeple Lang-
tord, deployed into line, threw out skirmish
ers, and threatened to oarry the fout
hridge and ford..They were opposed by s hatf
buttalion of the 27th Regiments, garrison-
ing Sieeplo Langford. Colonel Yielding,
deputy adjutant general, observing the
menacing attitude of these battalions, mado
the necessary dispositions to repe. them.
Wheréupon their commander, considering
his object attained, retired to the shelter of
Grovely Wood and took shelter therein, to
advance again when tho flank march by
Wilton shoutd be developed. By this means
time was gamed for the prosccutivn of the
design against Waipole's left, and a portion
of ‘hs reserves were moved to the neighbour
hood of Steeple Langford; & .point more dis -
tanl than that from which they started.
The Southern communder, although retiring
his infantry, left & gun supported by some
cavalry, which continned to fire upon tho
ground,and pfevented Walpolo’s post from
beipg withidrawn,

At sbout one o'clock the atttack began in
earnest. The greater part of the 1st Divis-
ion inoludiog one battalion of the Guards

(Hardibge's),and part of the Flying Brigado,



