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p:rTy_puid Battalion Staff) and says n ovder
that o Battation should bu efficient 1t 13 -
despensable that it should be provided with
an Adjutant and  Sorgeant-Major who
shoull give up their whole time to their)
military duties, and the rate of pay awurded
to thom should be such a5 to offer sume 1n.
ducemgnt to young men of intelligence and
social position to qualify themselves for
these pusts.  Itisadelusion to imagine that
an efficient military force can be kept up
without a properly paid permanent stafl, and
tho aticmps to do so can ouly lead to an un-
profitablo expenditure of public monoy.

Lt..Col. Usborne Smith states:—The ap-
pointment of Battalion Drill Instructors and
Adjutants has been attended with the most
happy results, the actual druggeryof the de-
tail work is taken off' the hawds of com-
manding officers, and instructions in drill
and duty is assimilated amongst the seatter-
od whpanies inamanner that could hardly
bo established otherwise.

11.-Col. faylor says:—The formation of
the Foree into battalions renders it absolut.
ly necessary that there should be some paid
stafl officer to cach battalion whose daty it
is to sec that the General and District orders
are fully carried out, to attend to instruction
in Battelion drill, the formation of Drill
classes, correspondence, returns, target prac
tice, supervision of arms and stores, and
generally to perform the duties of Adjutant,
Quartermaster, and Paymaster durmng such
timo as the Battalion is not out in camp or
onservice, such an officer is the Battalion
Drill Instructor, and e¢ach Battalion in this
district has now 2 Battalion Drill Instructor
who is also the Adjutant, I find that this of-
ficer is also of great use in carrying on the
interior manggement of thebattahon, saving
much expense to Government in travelling
expenses of Brigade Majors, who with their
. largly increased number of companies; had
such a considerable portion of their time oc-
cupiedin performing their quartely inspec-
tions that other important duties had to be
neglected, and now that the Force is sup-
plied with Breach loaders they require the
supervision of some staffofficer near at hand
independent of company officers, as the
neglect of a few weeks would cause consider-
able damage to the new arms.

Itis unnecessary, My. Editor, toquote fur-
ther as the whole testimony of the different
District Staff Officors in that reportis to the
same effect showing the benefit derived by
the Force from the appointment of theso
officers, and yot within ono year from the pub-
lication of suchreport,tocffect a paltry saving
of some threeor four thousand dollars, thesoe
officers are dismissed.

On the withdrawal of the Instruclors sent
cut by the Home Government the majerity
ofthezo officors now dismissed took the post
of Drill Instructors to the scattered compa-
nies in their respactive counties nt a rate of
P8y and cost to the country of less than half

what thag,duty had proviously been dono for

this necessitated giving up all civil employ-
ment as nearly the wholo of their time was
taken up in travelling {o and fro from the
different posts having to stay at cach post
from threo weeks to a month at o time. For
this duty thoy received on an average $300
& year out, of which they had to delray all
ravelling charges, postage &c. OF course
they wero considerably out of pocket by the
ciul of the year but they did this duty cheer-
fully and (as tho reports of the various in-
specling oflicors show) efliciently in the ex-
pectation that they would reccive on the
consiolidution of the Forco into Battalions
the appointment from which they have just
been dismissed, and I do not thing that the
must economical politician would say that
they wero overpaid at the salary attached to
the appoiniment $300 a year and $20 per
annum for travelling oxpenses for each
Company located away from Head quarters.
Contrast this with the pay received by the
adjutants of the Volunteer Battalions in the
old country 32000 a yearand horse allowanceo
with a Drill Sergeant attached to such Com-
pany to assist him, I think very,few of these
gentlemen would have left their civil em-
ployments had they been aware of the poor
pay that was to beattached to theso appoint-
meuts or have thought that afler devotling
somo six or seven years to render the force
efficient they would have been cast aside
with as little acknowledgement as ono throws
away an old glove with the drawback of be-
ginning anew the world minus the years they
have so improfitably lost.

In conclusion, I can only say that I have
bLeen an active Volunteer for the last eight
years and feel that the Battalion in which I
have the honor to command o company, in
losing our Adjutant sustams the loss of an
officer who has been untiring inbis exertions
1o promoto its efliciency, and having been
ever since the formation of the Volunteer
Force most active and zealous in its cause he
has gained tho goodwill and esteem not only
of the officers and men, but of the whole
country.

Your obedient Servant,
VOLUNTERR.
THE USE OF EXPLOSIVE PROJEC.
TILES IN WAR.

There was issued on Thursday 2 copy of
the declaration of the International Military
Commission which lately assembled at St.
Pectorsburg in order to examine inte the ex-
pediency of forbidding the use of certzin

rojectiles in the timo of war between civil-
1zed nations. That Commission, having by
common agreement fixed tho technical limits
at which tho necessities of wwar ought to yield
to the requirements of humanity, declared
as follows :—

 Considering that the progress of civiliza-
tion should have the effect of alleviating as
much as possiblo the calamities of warj that
the only legitimate object which States
should endeavour to accomplish during war
is to weaken the military forces of the ene-
my; that for this purpose it is sufficient to
disable the greatest possible numberof men;
that'this object would be excecded by tho

employment of arms which uselessly aggea
vata tho sufferings of disabled men, ot ren
der their death inevitable; that the employ-
ment of such arms would, therofore, be con-
trary to the laws of humanity ; the contract-
ing parties engage mutually to renounco, in
case of war among themselves, the employ
ment by their military or naval troops of
any projectile of a weight below 400 grammes,
which is either explosive or charged with
fulminating or inflimmable substances.
They will invite all the States which have
not taken part in tho deliberatlons of tke
International Military Comuission nssone
bizd at St. Petersburg, by sending delegates
thereto, to accedo to the present engago-
ment. This engagement is obligatory only
upon the contracting or acceding parties
thereto in case of war between two or more
of themselvos; it is not applicable with re-
gard (o non-contracting parties, or parties
who shall not have acceded to it. Itwill
also cease to ba obligatory from tho moment
when, in a war between contracting or ac-
ceding parties, a non-contracting party nr s
non-acceding party shall join oneof the bell-
igerents. ‘The contracting or acceding
parties reserveo to themselves to como here-
after toan understanding whenover a precise
proposition shall be ‘drawn up in view of
future improvements which science may
effect in the armament of troops, in order to
maintain the principles which they have cs.
tablished, and to conciliate the necessitics of
war with tho laws of humanity.”

‘This was signed at St. Petersburg, on the
11th of December, 1868, by the representa-
tives of Great Britain, Austrianand Hupgary,
Bavaria, Belgium, Denmark, France, Greece,
Italy, Netherlands, Persia, Portugal, Prus
sia and North Germarn Confedaration, Russia,
Sweden and Norway, Switzerland, Turkoy,
and Wurtemberg.

Tue following from the Nor' Wester will
be valuable to those intending to omigrste
to the Red River country ;— .

“We find upon due enquiry that justice
to the intending emigrant counsels us to
advise such of them as intend to comoto
this country by way of Lake Superior City as
to the best routs to take, inasmuch as tho
back route from here to Crow Wing is only
a nafural prairic road with no bridges over
the strerms. Wo would advise them to
come from Superior City to Sunrise City, and
thenco by the best available route to St.
Cloud or Alexandrin, When aterther of the
latter places they can take the regularly
travelled road to this place.”

“Emigrants coming in oompanies with
their familics and stock, will not encounter
much difficulty oneitherroute wenow men-
tion, and it will bomuch the cheapest.”

The following tablo shews .the distance
from point t0 point on the routo named:—
From Superior City to Crow Wing miles 100
Crow Wing to Otter-tail Iake......... 80

Otter-tail Lake to Otter-tail Riser. ..... 24

Otter-tail river to 2d crossing Otter-tail
RIVOr. .o i ciiiaenietaviadonnanane 4
Otter-tail River to Detroit Take....... 5
Detroit Lake toBuffalo River.......... 35
Buffalo River to Rico River............ 30
Rice River to Sand Hill River.......... 33
Sand Hill River to Red LakoRiver..... 28
Red Lake River to Smoke Hill River.. 27
Smoke Hill River to Middie River...:.r 7
Middle River to Pine River..s........ 4
Pine River to Long Point............ i8
Tong Point to Istor 2 Rivers. ......... 8
1st of 2 Rivers to 2d of 2Rivers........ 4
24 of Rivers to Pembina. .... ciieees '12
Pembina to Fort Garry....,........ 67
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