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prepared for that new revelation which, litile as the Church under.
atood it, really sealod the doom of Judalam, and opened the way for
Christianity to become s world.religion. Peter thus prepared the
way for Paul, whose conversion had oocurred probably a shert time
before that of Cornslins, and whose life work consisted in ths
realization of the divine purpose rovealed to Peter at Joppa acvd at
Cusarea—the sweeping away of all human distinctions before the
trlumphant progress of Christianity, Peter's prominence brought
him ianto deadly peril when Hered began to persecute the Church,
but the Lord who had much work for His servant still to do
wonderfully delivered him, to the great joy and comfort of the
Churoh.

In every event that marked the beginning and expansion of the
early Church we discern the guiding hand of Providence, and the
wisdom of the great Head of the Church in selecting and training
during His eartbly ministry just these men for carrying on His
work. A handful of Galilean fishermen were not those whom the
world would have selected to carry on a gigantic enterprise. Bat
Gdd's ways are not the ways of men.

FOR THE SABBATH SCHOOL

International S. S. Lesson.
Lassox XUI.—Revizw or TR QUiRTER.—MARCH 28,

Goroxx Txxy—The Word of God grew and multiplisd—Acts
xii. 24,

Tixx axp Prace—A.D., 32.60. Mounns Olivet, Jerusalem,
Judes, Samazis, Gazs, Cossarea, Azotus, Damascus, Epbesas.

Icrzopcerion.—The lessons of the gquarter have detailed the
lesding incidents in the eatablishing of the Church of Christ on
earth, atter His Ascension to Heaven, and its extension to Samaris,
Damascus, and other places whare ¢ Devout Jews resided, and
down $0 the period o its introduofion among the strictly Gentils
nations.

Rxvizw.—Lassoxn I, Zhrist's Asosnsion Actsi. 1.14 ; unfolds
$bs history of Christ's Ascension. I8 was written by Luke, under
Paul's direction, while he was imprisoned at Rome. They wers
ocompanions and fellow-laborers. Luke had been an eye-witnees
%0 the Asocension, and ocald relate the Master's words and describe
the soene. He was among the number who gathered in the upper
room at Jerusalem to wait the fulfilment of the promise of the
Father.

Lrxssox II, The Holy Spirit given. Acts ii, 1.18; described
iha sosne at Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost, ten days after the
Ascension. The promise was {alfilled, and tbe Holy Ghost came
upon the waitiog disciples. Daring the ten days of waiting,
Matthiss was chosen to ill the place of Judas, to make the
number of disciples complete. The Boly Gbost descended as
Penteocost, which was the second yearly feast of the Jews. They
observed shat yearly feast in memory of the giviog of the law on
Mouns 8inal. The Passover was the firat yearly foast.

Lxssox I1I, A Maltitade Converted. Aots ii. 32-47 ; shows us
the effect of the first Christian sermon, preached by Peter, under
the Baptism of the Holy Ghoat. In opo day three thousand were
oonverted. Peter was chapged {from an impulsive, cowardly
disoiple into a steady, powerfal prescher,

Lxssox IV, The Lame Man Healed. Acts iii. 1.16; gives a
oaso of Divine healing at the templs in Jerasalem. Peter and
John were God's instrumenta in leading a Iame man to Jesus for
the baaling of his body and the salvation of his sonl. Thas
svens gave Peter opporiunity to presch Christ to the Jews,

Lxssox V, The Boldcess of Peler and Jobn, Actsiv,1.14;
tells us how the Jawish officials were affected when they saw the
wiraole of bealing, and beard Peter and Jobn preach. Their
affors was to ailenos the apoetles. The Sadacees opposed the
dootrine of the Resurrection, while tir+ otblrs saw their own
oritae revealed when the apcatles praach( 2 1hat Jesus wasthe risen
Saviour. Oan this account they were agreed together, against the
apostles. WWhen permitted to speak, Peter declared God had
highly exalted Jesus, rogardiees of his enemion

Lrxssox VI, True and False Giving, Actsiv.32t0v. 11 tells
of the blessed barmony whick the early church epjoyed. They
wers dstoted to God and each other. Satan then entered into the
hoarts of Anavias and Sapphira, and made them act the part of
hypoorites, and God visited thom ia judgment.

Lxssox VII, The Prison Oponed. Actavw. 17-33; tells of the
bitter, perseculing zeal whioh the Sanbedrim exercised agaiost
the oause of Christ. After the death of Ananias and Sapphira,
$be aposiles preached with great powasr and healed many. Beeing
the rapid progress of Christianity, the Sanhedrim foresaw their
own dowafall, and stirred them % make a second effort s bind
$ha Wezd o God. Tkey shruss the apoatles into priscn, bal the

angel of the Lord opened the prison doors, and let them go fred.

Lzsson V11X, The First Christian Mariyz. Aots vi. 8.15 ; vil.
§4-60 ; gives the story of the death of Stephen, the firat Christian
martyr. :

Lxssow IX, The Disciples Dispersed. Acts viii. 1.17; tells
how Saul of Tarsus, aflerward called Paul, perssounted the
Ohristians, and how they eacaped and went everywhere presching
Cbhrist. Philip preached with great success in Samarin among
the Gentiles. Peter and John joined Philip, o assist him in the
gospel work,

Lxssox X, The Ethiopian Convers. Acts viii 26-40 ; tella bow
Philip was direoted by the Lord toward the desert, where he met
an Ethivpian officer, and explained to him she Soriptares, and
preached Chrisk to him, The Ethiopean was oconverted.

Lxsson XI, Saul, the Perseoutor Converted. Aots ix. 1.13;
17.20; gives an acoount of the wonderlul conversion of Baul, as he
journed to Damascus to bind the Chrisiians and pud them into
prison. .

Lxssox XII, Christian Self-Restraint. 1 Cor. ix. 19-37; is
taken from ons of St Paul's letters to the Corinthian Chureh,
where he $aaght them the great necessity of praoticing self-denial
for Christ’s sake, and always t0 seek the salvation of aouls.

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR.

DAILY READINGS,
First Day—A Good Man’s Portrait—Pa, i.
Seoond Day—Exocellence of God's Name—Pe, viii.
Third Day—Two Bibles—Ps. xviv.
Fourth Day—The Bhepherd Psalm—Ps, xxiii.
Rifth Day—The Earth is the Lord's—Ps. xxiv.
Sixth Day—Oar Light and Salvation—Ps. xxv.
Prarzx Mzxrise Torio, March 28— WaAT CHRISTIAN HEROIM
18 AND Doxs.—Luke ix : 18.26, §1.62.

HEROISM.

The thinking world under the influence of Christ has been
gradually emerging oat of bratal and warlike ideals of heroism to
the sublimely moral. Christian heross fight and suffer for the
good of hurcanity. They, like their Maater, suffer 40 save, or
serve and sacrifice ts secure the bast for men. And thanks be 4o
God, there is enough of His own spirit of lova abroad in the earth
t0 make Christian Heroism of no rare cocurrsunoe, bus that they
are of ‘*all times.” Even beathen days were not without them,
and how much more should thsy not abound after the words have
been spoken, ** Greater love hath no man than this, that he lay
down his life for his friends.” And after the one Great Deed has
been wronght that has consecrated all other deeds of sell-sacrifios,
of marlyzrdoms we can scarosly speak, they are too numerous 1o be
dwelt on here : and even =s soldiers deem ib each maxn’s simpls
duty to fsce desth unhesitatingly, so *tthe glorious army of
martyrs” had, for the most part joined the church with the
expectation thas they ahould have o confess the faith, and con.
front she extrsmity of death and sorture for it,

While men snd women still exis$ who will thus suffer and
thus die, losing themselves in the thought of others, surely the
many forms of woe and misery with which this earth is spread do
but give oocaions of working ou$ some of the highest and best
qualities of which mankind ars capable. And ob, young
Endeavorer, If your hearta burn within you as you hear of thess
various forms of the truest and despest glory, and yoo long for
time and place to act in the like devoted way, bethink yourselves
that the alloy of such actions is fo be constantly worked away in
daily lite; and hes if ever it be your lot $0 do acte o? heroism, il
will probably be in unzoasciousness that you are doing anything
extraordinary, and that the whole impulee will oonsist in the
having abeolately forgotten self.

« Prayers ol love like rain.drops 2all
Tears of pity are oooling dew,

And desr %0 ths heart of our Lord are ail
Who suffer like Him in the good they dol”

A story of the noble armoy of martyrs has come down % us
from the beginning of the Christian era. 1t is that of Pancratius,
or Pavcras, who was born in Phrygia. 3o was brongks up to
worship Jopiter; but, his father haviog died, his nncle placed
him, at Rome, under the tuition of $he aged and holy Mareellinus,
uader whom bs was converted to Christisuily. His ancle soon
alisr died; and the youtb, than only fourtetn yesrs old, was lels
with his religion and his father's vast fortune, in the world »ith.
oat a friead. Diooletian was then perseculing the OChristiana,



