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predsion and exposition all over the Dominlon ? Are they not to
play thelr part in shaping the national life? Lot overlapping be re.
duoced to s minimum, bat let no desveving group of Presbyterians
bo able to complain that their Church has forsaken them or sup-
protaed hor principles $0 savo her pooket.

IV. 1. Thero aro many encoursgements. Binco the Ualion,
twonty yeara ago, over 200 missions have beocome congrogations,
soveral of which ave influsntisl and helpful, Under the charge of
sho commitices are 400 misslons s$ill with 1,200 stations, and, year
by yoar, wo may oxpeot ten or & dozen fresh congregations to be
given to the Ohurch., Connooted with these miesions are one-sixth
of tho familiesof the Ohuroh and one-nfnth of its commuoicants.
And this work ie growing. Tho missions are double the number
they wero twenty years ago and the elations treble. The largest
advance, {t {otrao, bas baen in tho West but there bavabeen gratify-
ing gaine in the Maritime Provinces, along the Oltawa and in the
Algomn ard Muskoka distriote, Twonty yeara since we had one
feeble Preabytory In the West snd now thirteen with n request
that another boe erected ; and our preaching places have inoreased
frow 35 to 618, and communicants from abont 600 to 19,000. The
gains East and West hava inoressed the strengih of the Ohurch,
enhanced her prestige, and epvabled hey to utderiake and carry
oant work othorwise bsyond her power.

2. Tt is cnoouraging to know, too, that spiritual lifo in oug mis.
sions seems to be deepening. For some years after the Union
there wero only from oighty to eighty-five cornmunicants for every
bundred familice. The prorortion of communicants steadily ross
until now there ars 120 comwunicants for overy 100 families. In
the whols Charch the communicants are about doubls $he number
of families. '

3, Tho work though diffionls has baen bracing. From no point
have we becn obliged to zatire, As of old the gospel has proved
itself the powor of God unto salvation. *

A missionary sent to a mining distriot found a determined et
mado to drivo bim away. Sabbath services beld in the open air
were repeatedly broken up and there was no redress. The calm
determination, coolhead and warm heatt of themissionary secnred
frisnds in {imo, a church was built, and now, atter four yohrs, the
Foople apply for organization as A congregation ; and thoy hope to
beoome self-sustaining in the near futore,

Another missionary on reaching his field dlscovared that noone
would lodgo him, He found » bed under s lumber pilo. In two
yeoars a church was bailt and a manze,snd a good cause orgnized ,
aud when leaving over 200 accompanied him to the ship.

To & new village a recont geaduate was sont.  After trying the
work for & month bo asked to bo relisved saying that it was ase.
lass to attompt establishing & mission there. Apother man took
his place and was promised $100 a quarter for two years. Astbe
ond of thae third quarter he wrote, **send no mors H. M. money,
sho peoplo hore think they can support maand 1 am willing to
trast them.” Nor was he dieappointed. To-dsy we have there a
strong oongregation.

To & coal mining town a visit was made and notioes posted for
a gsrvice at two on Sabbath alternoon. No ono attended. The
servico was postponed till four and the people called on andin.
vited personally. Oat of a population of from 1,200 $0 1,500 only
six appoared. 1o two years a church and a manas was bailt, and
tha congregation in thres years and a-hait becams self-sustaining
Is now provides the supplemsent for another mission.

4. Tho gospel is making its power felt overywhere. In tho
wholo prairno section tho people frr quent tho Houssof God as they
do in the East, and if in the Pacific Province things are nos ro
aatiefactory onr neglect in she pass is somowhat to blamo. The
roligious barometer is risiog however. There is evorywhere great
feoodom {rom orime—sach Lresdom in the mining diatriots as to
surpeiso Amoricans. Large as was tho harvast last yesr and dif-
fioals as 18 was 22 gob help to take it off, nok a sheaf waa oat stocked
or threshed on Sabbath bstweon the Red River and the Rocky
Moiantalns. The coaditions soath of sho line wers in marked con-
trast. Shill we not matntain and extend this power that makss
8¢ righteonsnesy, soberisty, purity and the reign of the law and
order?

There i encouragement in the wide field with its promise of
growth and popalation. The thoatrs is roomy and ths outlook
cheering.

The settlars are trom good straing, shay are intelligoct and in-
dostzions and, excops in a few apots, religious, Thoy zealize the
valae of their heritage, and thoy can bs deponded on to maks its
fatars wortby of thamselves and their lineage. Unlike Indian
and other weak reces they haves & futuro and moaey spant ia plunt-
ing Coristisp institutions among them will prove & good inveat-
meat.

1 would nos be tras lo_my own convictivna if I did nokbear
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testimony to Yhe worth of {he mont who are dofng the work of the
Church on the frontior, To ihem under God the wncosss in thd
past is duo. Thofrs has not been an oasy task; bat I fear that
their servioe bas received scant recogniti.n. Many of them are
mon of scholarship, anltare and preacking power, but they have
too trequently beon sorimped and pinclied. On the frontier there
is no respeot for thocloth and you cannos conjure wish the Ohareh,
Thero is respect for men, men with conviction and knowledge—
men troe to God and helpful to man’ Suchk are many of yoar
missionaries. Lot us all show our appreciation of them by mak.
ing thelr lot a little more pleasant than'is hag been of late years.

Nor could I olose withont bearing testimony to the valuable
work done by other Protostant denominations, The Methodist
Churoh shows the samo zsal in the West that secured her hor
proud position in the East. Tho Axglican Church has beon active
and enterprisiog deyond precedent. Ritaalistio praotices have
unhappily divided people in aome diocesss ; Canadians geuerally
prefer low church while Eoglishmen baves a liking for high church
services. So exclusivo are thesa newcomers in this ragard that
they will soarcely attend any charoh but their own. A egojourn in
Canada will no doubs modify their views.

The work of the Baptiet and Ccagrogational churohes, much
lots oxteneive but yeb not lofs earnest. The Linthern people ate
planting missions in the Weat too but in & number of cases thoy
scom ¢o be tainted with Unitarian views. Grace betoallof them
that lovs the Lord Jesus Chries in siacerity.

Tho reasons for the prosecntion of Homo Missions are many
and strong. Ae patriota evergthing should be done to unite in
strong bonds the East and West of Canada, and for this end Chris.
$ian work is invaluable, If the conntryis to prospsr,itshome life
must be swest, its social life olean and ite publio Jife pure, this can
only be seonred by theinfluenre of God's $ruth and Spirit. A Iarge
proporsion of the settlers in the mew district of the countzy axe
Presbyterians—they are our children and have a olaim on oar
sympathy and assistance, ' T

Bome of our sons will nndoubtedly ind & home on the frontisr,
as the problem of living for many in the East is becoming mare
difMonls of solution. Sball we not help to make their futare pisce
of retidence olean and sober. o

I the objact, of mission work is to save souls here and hereafter,
where is there a fleld shat promises larger retarns if effectively
worked, or threatens moro lamentable rain if neglected thaw this
tame frontier whers now so many raligionely trained in yontli”lg'o
to be found? . ' -

And if the Church is to gather sirength for work &t Lome and
abroad let her not goglest now settlemente. Is neplect not writ
large over tho wholo of Eastern Canada from Cape North to Pord
Arthur? Do we necd o write it onoe more over tha Tair West?

And when the Chindid and Japanese come from across the ses
they must not bo obliged to soarch for & Christian with a lantern.
The iofluence of our Christianity stwould bs so clear and strong
that hp who rans may read. o shall we speed the day when the
kingdoms o! the East shail becoms ths kingdoms of our Loxrd in
of His Christ. !

For Zion's sake will T not hold my peace and for Jernealem’s
sake I will not rest until tho righteoupness thereo? go forth ms
brightneea and the calention thereof as a Tamp thatburneth, And
the Gentales shall gee Thy righteonaness and all kings Thby glofy.
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A summary of tho report of tho Board of the Charch and .
AManso Bailding Fonad for Manitobsa and the Noxth-Weat Territoriea
shows that during tho year tho Board assisted in orecting fourteen
new churobes and ong manee in- the Synod -of Manitoba and the
North-West Territories, gnd in removing two other churches, In
tho Synod ot British Colambia it helped to ereot saven-nsw churches
and oue mangs, besides making a loan to anotbar congregation so
aid in adjusting a heavy debt. Twenty-ous new churches and two
mavses wers thus arpoted. Bsvenieen grants wers mads, amound-
ing to $1,055, on buildings yalued a¢ $11,600; and nips loans
amountingso §4,259,on buildings vained wt $17,600. Thaadvancds,
therefors, were $5,905 on-buildinge worth $28,100. Of the congre-
gatione helped one was in Ontario, ton in Manitobs, aix in Assini.
bois, threo in Alborts, and six in British Golumbis.

The Board has now been carrying on this work for fourtesn
years, and with the following results: In 1882, when the firss
Board was appointed, thers were oaly eighteen churches and thres
mauses, belonging to the Church, between Lake Superior and the
Pacifle. Sinceibat tiws the Bosrd hashelped to erect 269 churohas
and fifty-six.moavsss, or 325 buildings in all, valued at $459,000.

Only about ons-fifth of the money entrusted to the Board bas bosn
employed in tho ercotion of manses, and yet the rept saved by
theso manuse wourd phy Sntersss ad nine peroont. on ail the cspital
aver entrusied to tho Boar . - ~




