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cause of his weakness in virtuous ways. True, sacrificial fire.. Our living poet has caught
thiere was a grim humour pervading bis life. the spirit of the daughiter, which is but the
The turning adrift into the Philistines' reflex of the father's :
standing corni the foxes with the llrebrands My~ God my land, my father!1 theae did mv
tied to their knotted tails, vas not only Me from My blisa of life, that nature gave ;
vengeance, but a droil prank on the part of a Lowered softly with a threefoid cord of love,
giant. Indeed, the narne Samson indicates Down toa Radelnt grave.
"sunny," bright, and the jocular vein is seen "Whou the neKt inoon waq rolled into the alcy,

Yet he tenty Strength eame to me that equalled my desire;
in ail bis mighty doings. Ye h wny How beautiful a thing it waa toa die,

y earsduring which he judgcdlJsrael could not For God aud for iny aire 1"
have been exhausted by the records we have The deed was hateful, but the spirit which

regardiug him> te inference piainiy beingyideanolcid-h tiesrodis
that by those doings the Philistines were show tender attachments-was a spirit of
rendered comparatively harmiess, and those heroie trust.
twenty years of comparative peace were I cýan account for the enroimert of the.se
enjoyed through the means of one mani. Peace namnes on tis roll cail of faith upon the
prescrits few records; nolle the less is it truly principle nominal Christiariity is too prone to
great and good. The real history of righiteous- forget, and which pressed upon the narrow-
ness is oftén that of uneventful sowingr beside hearted Rabbis the truth thrit «"other " than
ail waters. The connection of xvi. 1 with Jewisb outcasts are to be gathercd in. For
xv. 2-0 make plain that under Samson Israel those of us Vo whom Christ is preached, and
had rest until the strong man, forfeitingrc bis upon wiiose acceptance Hec is t-vristantly
intcgrity, became weak as & child in the hands prssed, no excs abeugdttwilfe

of hs fes.Mos frquetlytheculivaionus fromn the dread responsibilîty of rejection.
of mere physicai strength does noV make B> our light we shall be judged. If you say,
sensitive the moral faculty; giants in muscle4

are~~~~~~~~~ no hrb aegat nhatad~ cUnot, believe," after having earnestlyare ot herby adegiats n hartandsought, I can oniy say, God dernands noV
mind. Samson must theref ore be judcred bvVit b impossibilities; but if you speil cannot bya
te rude times in 'which he tived, tesituation latent ivilt not, you cannot complain if upon

of bis tribe, and in ligbt of those peculiarities yusol attewih feeuldma
of temperament most generaily associatedtin BunomrbaarghVoeassvr
with possession of gigantie strength. Thus with another as with himseli ; not that he is Vo
judged, we shall find much to cominend, even aiîow compromise wvith cvii. Samson's lusV is
follow. Ris strcngth vas ever cxcrcised upori hateful exceedingly; it wvas the wreck of bis
bis country's side, or in te rcdressing of a jlife, and thc tale of vengeance is simply told.
wrong; and we must not forget that in the'W o talcnene ihayatmtV

b> W are o ta1 ocre ihayaem o
absence of a centrai authority, cacit man be- render te proceeding's narrated in -Judges"
cornes the avenger of bis own wrong, and he. îess haeu l n hysol0per uti
who thus -redresses a private wrong from al debasing,, superstition cruel; but therman borri
troublesome ncigitbour is rcaily a public i amid and' monlded bv such surroundings may
vindicator and benefactor: titis wvas Samson. ibie at iteart loyal to truth and suprcmnely

Jephthait possesses more marked lines of trustful in thc God tlîey have made their own.
heroism. The son of an u. 'married woman,! 2 Cor. viii. 12 states a rule of God's.judg-ment.
he vas thrust out fromn bis father's h ouse as Thc widow's mite weighs more in eternity's

thouh a astrd bd norigts oherserebalance than the wealtit of te wealthy heart-
boind to respect. Dwelling apart, bis bre thren 1 essîygcfiven; and te rugged oftti mes mistaken,

souît im.Thespiitof evege t last~Sfaithtof those whose entire surrouîîding' r
abset, nd is-hatwe wuldcal-dilo-against moral growth rnay have a truer grasp

Amio sonec witit the kingapeat Je of a u"pon God's mercy than thc sleek respectability
A.rmon wth ies xina shpoa mora Jtenghv asd which bas no sinccrity or usefulncss Vo comn-

jude Jugesxi>,sho mra stenthan mend it. Judged by their light and intent>
courage. HIis vow is an acknowiedged diffi- Gideon, Barak, Samson and Jephtitah have
culty, and yet flic heroîsma of both father and been deemed worthy of a place where naines
daugbter shed.s a kindlier light than the of -worth alone are found. Judged by ou7-
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