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We take it as a matter thoroughly scttled among

than in two opposite theories about ministers® wives.
‘The one theory is, that the minister’s wife should do
the work of a deaconess, visiting and counselling the
sick and despairing—originate and preside over all

oursclves that the apostolic dictum * the husband of | chantable doings among the women of the church -

one wife,” is neither ta be taken that a “ single ” man |

is not to be employed in the public service of the
churches, nor that a man once married, and bereaved,
is to be prohibited from re-entering the married re-
lation—Dbut simply and only as prolbiting a plurality
of wives. The rule ends there. it has its complete
fulfilment in the observance of that prohibition.  But
there are a gnat many things inferred, where they
are not direct!, .. ..a. Nay, an inference is some-
times stuonger than a direct assertion.  We may take
as an example that famous saying of Paul’s,* If one
died for all, then were all dead,” or more correctly,
“ If one died for all, then all died.” Here the univer-
sality of the atonement is not the direct subject of
proof—it is o1 ly inferred ; and an argument is built
upon the refevence. He refers to it as a great fact
and doctrine already well known, and sufficiently
proved and defended ; and which he would not, just
then, stop to again prove. So we have an inference
here--that mainied men may be pastors, and pastors
may be married men.  Nay, Paul seems to assume
that a// the pastors would, as a matter of course, be
married men—bemng chosen from among the more
matured and experienced Chrisuans—~and gives direc-
tions and cautions respecting their fanuly life and
reputation.

We arrive then at this starting pownt ; that a Chns.
tian munster may be a marrted man ; that as a mat-
ter of fact, he may be expected to be a marned man
and are prepared to advance to the goestion, * What
kind ota woman should s wife be?”  One gencral
and wvariable rule for all Christians 5 (and as nun.
isters are representative Christians, very conspicu-
ously for them), 1o “ marry only 1n the Lord” A
minister’s wife, theretore, must be a Chrastian. But
the defimtion s not exhansuve. A nunister must be
a Chrisuan ; but not every Christuan is a proper per-
son for a nimister.  In hike maoner, a minister’s wife
must be a Chnstian, but not every Chnstuan woman s
a proper person for a minister’s wife.  The question
starts at once, “ Why not 2”  And this leads us 1o
further definition.  We ask, “ \What should a nunis-
ter seck for ina wife?”  And no one answer will ap-
ply to all cases. As in other cases of Christian men
and women, so in this. A man of a pronounced
physical temperament wants a wife of a somewhat
opposite temperament—that the one may be the com-
plement of the other. A man who is all fire and
encrgy, who promises fair to burn out and wear out
in a few years, should have a wife who 15 restful,
cool, placid, with good scnse, and truest sympathy.
A man whose conscience 1s often at war with his intel-
lect and his vohtion, who is naturally indolent and dila-
tory, should find in tuswife an active counterpotse—she
should spur him up to activity and perseverance.
These are general principles ; and in the case before
us these general principies must not be ignored. But
there are also particular directions and cautions, ap-
plicable to the particular case. In Paul’s directions
to Timothy and Titus the hints as to the proposed
bishop or deacon’s family and wife, would not have
been given if it were not to be taken into considera-
tion as a factor in the choice of the officer in the
church. And, we must conclude, that though, indi-
vidually and personally, in every relation with the
church and with the public, the men were qualified,
yet eminent disqualifications in his wife or family
would make his election to office improper and inex-
pedient.

And though it is true that a minister’s wife has no
public duties Jaid upon her more than upon other
Christian women (with the exception, perhaps, of a
more cnlarged hospitality), yet her relation to her hus-
band’s character, and reputation, and work, insepar-
able from her position as his wife, renders imperative
beyond all possible cavil, that she is to be *“ grave,
not a slanderer, sober, faithful in all things.”

Pcrhaps nowhere is “ the falschood of extremes ’—
as Tennyson phrases it—morc conspicuously seen

teach and superintond either the infant class or the
young women's Bible-class in the Sunday school, or
if possible, botk --and should, as a mauer of duty on
her part (secing her husband is the salaried nunister
of the church), preside and be preseat at “ Dorcas
mecetings,” “ mothers’ meeunys,” and all such meet-
ings. Now, the *“fulsehood” of this * exireme” s,
that this 1s making the minister’s wife a pubhc ser-
vant——and a very active and sesponsible public ser-
vant—of the church, and to this there are wwo fatal
objections, {1} 'The church has seldom the oppor-
tunuty of knotoing, and almost never the opportunity
of testing, the qualifications of such a church-servant
beforehand ; she comes, just because the minister
comes—not because she is selected and judged fi
for such work. (2) She could not be * fathful in all
things,” if, having childien at home requiring her
Christian maternal care, she should neglect * her own
house.” And this she must needs do, to be dicector-
general of all the female Christian work in the church,
[t must be some one who can be almost entirely
spared from home duttes, and who has besides, a pe-
culiar quahfication for such work, who is “ calied " by
the Lord thus tolabour.  But it 1s a grand work, for
a woman who has the titne and the aptituds for it !

The other extreme is that sometimes (and I am
afraud not always conscientiously and calmly) taken
Ly soire mmsters, that f they please themselves n
therr marnage, and do thar own personal and inds-
vidual work somewhat faithfully and efliciently, the
church and the world have no night to wquire what
kind of a wite they have cliasen! No man can be
emancipated from rules thatapply to the whole buman
race, and no Chuistian can, for one moment, susitan
himsclfan a poswon which virtually claims freedom
trom Chrisuansule. A minister’s wife 15 so intumatels
connected with his success, and night influence, and
outside reputatzon, and s herself so potent an influence
1n deternmning him toward strony faith, and nighe en-
deavour, and every good thing wherein a minister of
Jesus Christ vught to excel—or else, the contrary of
all this—that it s a matter of great importance to the
church, “ what kind of a wife the munister has.”

Her duties, like every other Christian matron, are
chiefly at Aome. There her influence ought so to
shine, that the * parsonage ” becomes a model Chris-
tian home. //er truest influence will not be found in
the church-meeting ; not always even in the prayer-
meeting, but reflected through her husband, her chil-
dren, her guests, her unobtrusive sympathies and
charities.

A foolish and unfounded prejudice exists with many
(even Christian) parents, against any of their daugh-
ters “marrying a minister.,” It is one of the most
senseless and cruel of prejudices. In a mere money
point of view, the almost certainty is “ neither poverty
nor riches ;7 a quiet home, in very moderate circum-
stances. How much better is the average prospect
outside the ministry 2 In business circles twenty
men out of a2 hundred rise to wealth, and ten of them
lose it again by speculations. In agricultural circles,
fifty out of a hundred “do well,” as it is called, but
the life of the farmer’s wife is a life of unintellectual
depressing toil. The deautiful is all gone out of such
alife. Not necessarily so, but I speak of things as
they are. The minister’s wife, with far less anxiety
about her gosition—that is secured to her, and if she
is a sensible woman, it will scem to her an agrecable
onc—and far less anxiety and apprehension about
“fortune ” and “success” and “means” and “sol-
vency,” than the wife of the business man, has a far
bettter home than hers ; better because more elevat-
ing discourse, higher aims, good books, good com-
pany, something to Zive for, and something to do ; are
found there, far more frequently.  And, in compan-
son with the farmer’s wife, she finds she has the con-
tinual opportunity and inducement to cultivate her in-
tellectual and spiritual sell—which opportunities are
too often sadly lacking in the farm house.

There is the unnatural “itineracy "—which, if John
Wesley had been married from the beginning, and
happily married, he would never have recommended
as a rule for the Christian mimstry —which detracts
something from the general estimate now made,
But we mast not judge of an institution by excrescen-
ces that have grown upon it, and the wives of the
Methodist ministers would soon settle the question of
itineracy if 1t was left to them |

And not at all remotely connected with this subject
1s the position of the pastors of a corrupt portion of
the Christian Church, who are forbidden to marry,
just as Paul prophesied of them (5 Tun. iv. 3). It s,
I think, perfectly safe to hazard the assertion, that if,
by a change in their polity, these men were allowed
and encouraged to marry, and the marriage relation
become as umversil among thewm #s amonyg P'rotes-
tant pastors, that the sweet amenities of home, the
holy associattons of the CThrisuan family, in a few
years, bring them over in thousands to Bible Christi-
anity ! An enforced cehibacy, whether in army or
Church, is but a gigantic hot-bed for cultivating vice;
and where vice is, truth cannot flourish !

[ have no novel theories to present.  If women be-
came bachelots of Divinity, or pastors of churches,
they could not be mothers of familics and pood men’s
wives, and if such in any large number, the influence
on the famly, in the way of disparaging the influence
of that divine institution would be disastrous. There
are exceptional inen now, just as there once was an
exceptional Sanu/, who can do a glorous and special
work, separated (and beiter because they are separ-
ated) from family ues. So there are exceptional
women, who as nurses, physicians, authors, teachers
—preachers even, and pastors—may do good and last-
mg work.  But this s all excepruional, work and actors
alike. The true place of & Christan woman is 1 a
Chnistian home.  And 10 most cases, the most endur-
iny influence of a Chrnistan matron on the world at
large, has been through Zer sons, at least she has
thought so, and the woild has agreed with her.  74is
ficld ot influence is,in an unusual degree,open to nunis-
ters’ wives.  Their influence extends through a wider
and more attached aircle than that of the wives of any
other class. Not only their own sons (and the theory
of “ ministers’ sons turning out badly,” is now ex-
ploded, exploded because thoroughly and carefully
disproved), not only thetr own sons but other women’s
sons come under their good influence. And many a
minister never knew how mnuch influence he had
among his people, nor where a good deal of that in-
fluence came from, tll death took away his helpmeet,
and with her wwch of hitherto undiscovered power.
Our churches could ill do without—-our parsonages and
manses would largely cease to be centres of Christian
work without, and ur pastors would soon become
jaded and spiritless and shorn of their strength with-
out—good, patient, cheerful, unseclfish, and every way
admirable MINISTERS' \WIVES!
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On this subject Mr. Spurgeon says :

Living beyond their incomes is the ruin of many of
my neighbours ; they can hardly afford to keep a rab-
bit, and must needs drive a pony and chaise. 1am
afrmd extravagance is the common disease of the
times, and many professing Christians have caught it,
to their shame and sorrow. Good cotton or stuff
gowns are not good enough now-a-days; gitls must
have silks and satins, and then there’s a bill at the
dressmaker’s as long as a winter’s night, and quite as
dismal. Show and style and smartness run away with
a man’s means, keep the family poor, and the father’s
nose on the grindstone. Frogs try to look as big as
bulls, and burst themselves. A pound a week apes
five hundred a year, and comes to the county court.
Men burn the candle at both ends, and then say they
are very unfortunate—why don’t they put the saddle
on the right horse, and say they are extravagant?
Economy is half the battle in life ; it is not so hard to
carn money as to spend it well. Hundreds would
have never known swant if they had not first known
waste. 1f all poor men's wives knew how to cook,
how far a little might go! Our minister says the



