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or amiongst t-li carlier iinhabitanits of France. Ili the tumulus on t-he island called
Uavr'innis, iii t-be Gulf of M1orbiîaan, thc local guide points out to visitors a sinuous
line %%lî.icli is believcd to represent the serpent, bu t anyone who examines closely
thc rich sculpturing about it will sec at once t-bat the artist liad no prcconceived
p>lanI, andl ilat t-le sitinuns hile, being inade last, is -the uniforeseen, liaphazard resuit.

It is difficult t-o believe thiat the -alignements " tvere nrc connected tvith sonie
religions observances or crced. The extraordinary size of some of the menhirs forîni-
ing theni, and particularly of the fallcn andl broken one uicar the Dol des Marchands, is
such as to for-ce Une t-o qunestion %heî hîcr any influence, save religiotis, could hlave
cotipelled the founders t-o undertake t-be gigantic t-oi of their erection. U 'ndotsbtedly
they niust have been regar<lcd as sacrcd objects, and this heads one to understanild
tvhy they tvere used in sonie cases for humnan buria]. Thieir use, therefere, as burial
nionunients nîay hiave been st.c0ndary. Wc have an instance of such secondary fisc in
the case of cathedrals and churches of to-day. The existence of stone. circles or
cromlchs, likce t-be one tvbicl t-crn.inates thie alignements at Mcnec, would furt-her
seemn t-o strengthcen t-le vietv that aIl tliese monuments tvere in sonie way con-
nected tvith religious observances.

The dlolmens present less difflculty as t-o thecir significance. They are more or
Iess caverns fornied ii rnany cases of gigantic stones tvhich are usually omîly
partially suîken in thc eartlî, and covere(l by very much larger flat stones, oft-eîî
%vcighing maliy tons. Ili these ehambers have been found humian bories, flint and
ýometimes bronîze iniplememits, tvitlî somne specimens of rude pottery. Wedgc-
'gliaped speciniens (cell(r) of jade, or green stone. have also been found in somice
dolmens. Thîis bears o11 t-le "axe "cuit whicli undoubtedly obtained amnongst
the dornen-builders. li thec dolmen neant Locinariaquer, called t-be Dol des Mar-
cliands, a large figure of an axe is cuîgraved on the under surface of tbe covering
Stone. On t-be large flagst-one on the floor of anot-ber dolmen of that neigbibour-
bood, the Iaie,-Litd, thiere is a very large figure. of an axe in relief. Tbis is pointed
out by tht local guide as the figure of a sword. On one of thc flat stones taken
froin khe tumulus to the sotuth of Locniariaquer, called M1a» Jcr-H'roec, there are
rmiany axes sculptured. In order to understand t-be significance of thiese figures,
ont imust compare tlîem %vitb wvlat bias been observed in several of thie Marne caves.
In tiiese are tbree instances of a female figu-re rudely sculptured, associated 'vit-h
t-le outlines of liafted a\es. li t-le dolmien of Collorgues, in tbe Department of
Gard, the slab forming tbe cent-ral part of t-be roof bas a femnale figure rudely ont-
lined, andl under it is cut the figure of an axe. AIl these sculptures have been
found associated tvith burial. Thie axe, tlierefore, ,.as t-be symbol of some cuIt,
believed t-o be t-bat of a deity %vlio i!ý no%% ternîcd t-le " Axe Goddess." This cuit tvas
accepted by t-le Celtic and other conteîîîporaries and successors of t-be dolmen-
builders in Gaul, and tvas cont-inued even during tbe Roman occupation, for amongst
the Romanized Gauls t-le practice obtaiîîcd of putting a figure of an axe on a
hueadst-one, or in place of t-le figure t-be words, ' smîb ascia," or " smb ascia dedicavit."
Wbat tht cult of the Axe Goddess signified it is impossible to do mort than con-
jecture. Its association witli deatx and burial possibly points t-o t-be belief in a
go(ldess of deathl. Tbe cuIt lias for students of t-be origiii o! religions t-bis inmportant
interest: it is -t-be only one w~e know as bclonging t-o thbe Neolit-bic age, and,
furtier, it tvas biaided dlown froui Palzcolitliic tiînis, or at lcast froni t- transition
pcriod bet-ween t-le Palzeolitlîic anîd Neolitliic ages, %vhi 't-be caves ivere not
inhbabited, but îîsed as burial places. Borlasel1 1 attemipts t-o showv that t-le cuit
obt-ained over t-le tvbole of Western Europe, and hie dlaims t-lat indications o! it
are shown in t-le pot-tery o! Hissarlik, fotînd tbere by Schliemann. That it bad a~
Nide range may be grantcd. for in Pal.-olithic tunes tliere %vas probaibly one race
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