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heen over 50 per cent.  As we stated in our last is- | will have over 3,000 miles of railway in operation, with
e, the West Indies nove stand i a eritical position, | from 500 to 6oo miles under construction,  The po-
cwing to the hostile competition of Getnany  aned | pudadon s J2.500000.  This would represent an o
Prance in sugar production, and the situation de- | ormous  consumption of foreign goods  were the
mamls some action by the home government to off- * Japanese more European in habits and tastes, bat,
~et that competition and save a great Colony from  as they are Asiatics, having few wants and being
visaster. Economie theories must be set aside of | able to subsist on a trifling income, their numbers do
they obstruct the measures needful for keeping the  not represent possible consumers, as they would in
West Indies in a solvent and prosperons condition, — a more civilized country.  Still, as this year's imports
“into Japan will amonnt to about $100,000,000, there
- " is an opening for Canadian merchants to share in this
trade in exchange for our purchases of tea, silk., porce-
lain and lacquer goods,  Canada needs waking up
The Laurier Government is to be commended for | to the chanees of foreign trade, which she has neglect-
having sent a trade Commissioner to Mexico, and t | <l to cultivate, while our southern neighbors have
Japan to vestigate what openings those countries  been pushing into every marhet. We have an ex-
afford for our products.  The Report of Mre. Ander- Ccellent “stard,” so far as the trade of China, Japan
son, who was sent to Japan, shows that there is every - and other Eastern countries is concerned.  “This trade
disposition on the part of the Japanese to do bus- ©is fast developing, as the whole of that part of Asia
mess with Canada.  This, however, is the case with  iq undergoing a quict cevolution, which in time will
cther  countries, as the Japanese are makmg , develop such habits and tastes in scores of millions
great efforts 1o extend their foreign trade. In the | of people as will make themconsumers of  such
last ten  years the trade  of Japan has in- . geods as Canada will be able to supply. It is well
creased  over  3oo  per  cent. This rapid  de- | e be early on the ground, when such a movement is
velopment  was  largely  owing  to the sudden | going on, so Canada needs to make every possible
1age for railway construction, which always causes | ceffort to secure a good share of this trade with East-
a trade boom while it lasts, In a short time, Japan | ern Asia,

TRADE WITH JAPAN.

CITY OF MONTREAL.

TABLE showing assessed value of property, uet debt, revenuc, population, assets and exemptions from 1868 to 1S66.

Compiled from the report of the City Comptroller.
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*# Estimated. There have heen no census returns siuce 1891, therefore any ratio or deduction in which the population
enters can only be approximate.




