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poirîeýd to the parish of Canonbie in the
Eoutil of Scotland.

It is seldom hcewever tliat people al-
low tlie vali'ab!e privilegye of exercising
the right of voting to pass fretm them.
,simally every applieant for a parish
get, a hjea ring ; and consequently Sunday
after Sunday perliaps for moihs a new
preacher occupies the pulpit. and dis-
pisys bis gifis and graces to the watch-
ful el1ýcîors who combine criticiism 'with
dîevotion as best tbey are able 10.

In rare instances, anotlie- mode of
jroedure is adopted. Trhe congrega-
ika delegates to a committee the right of
tho-,s;ing a minister for them. Tis was
done, for instance, in the case of'the Rev.
C. M. Grant. late zain ister of St. Mary',
rartirk, (and by the ivay, a distinguish-
td native of this county) who was elected
ainister of' a very wealtby charge in
Dundee, the congregation having had
no opportuuity of hearing him p~revious

ho is election.
Sinilarly, t0 corne 10 Ibis side of the

Atantic, 1%r. 1,ang of 'Y!ontreal, was
gpoiuted 10, bis present charge, before
Ucongregation had an opportunity of

other seeing or hearing hiza.
We make these statements for the in-

rmation chicfiy of our vacant charges
hich may have some difficulty in choos-
& a minis-ter without insistinguo
ring him beforehand. When people

sist rigidly upon hearing a minister
reach before electing him, their choice
neressarily lirnited to the few who
ay find it couvenient to appear before
em. There may be caues when it
ight be to the advantage of a congre-
lion to call a minister witbout first in-
îing on hearing hira. They might

ive bina on the good report of others,
in the ceses above mentioned, nd
btless in others aiso.

Shoznld any object "ht they would
us be in danger of gettlng an unsuit-
le man, it midght be said in reply that
1 s often enough happened even
er people have got the man of their

free citoice, having previously ieard
liun. And besides this àt might be
sbown that the tie bdtween pastor aud
people, on tl~contine~nt (t0 speak gen-
erally and Nwutli some caution) is not in-
capable ofbi' loosened by the latter
as welI as by ti e former.

At last meeting of Presbytery the Rev.
D). McKay sent ia bis resiguation oftheb
pastoral ehu.rge of the congregation of
Gairlocti, to take effect Immn the 2i8t>a
May. Mr. McKay has it appears taken
a trip to the Upper Provinces. The large
and influential congregation of Gwairloch
is oousequently vacant.

A call froza New Glasgow congrega-
tion to the Rev. Mtr. Carruthers was laid
on the table. ýVe have uot learued wheý-
ther Mr. Carruthers bas accepted iL or
flot.

It was further intimated that tbe cou-
gregations of Earltown, The Falls and
West Branch River John, were prepar-
ing a eall to the Rev. D. MeKeuzie, a i-
centimte of the Presbyterian Church of
the United States.

The question of admitting the organ
into St. Andrew's, Church Pictou, was
also brought before the Presbytery. Aua
the matter was br.ught Up iu a some-
what informali manner the Presbytery by
the casting vote of the Moderator, pro
lem, decided bo refer the mabter to the
Kirk Sessigu, instructing thena to pro-
cced according to the law of the Chur&à

The Rev. Mr. MeKichan now preache
once a fortnight nt the Vale Colliery and
Sutherland's River, aud the aew arrangs-
ment is said to be highly satisfaotory.

Before leaving- Cairloch the Rey. Mr.
MuKay wau presented -with a handsome
gold watcb, and Mis. MeKsy receied *
puise of mouey as a token of good-*11I
fren the Cougregation.


