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¢+ easily solved afier they had heard him out.
[« said he could take them, in imagination,
n a voyage through space, and land them
mong the planets; but, as people sometimes
amplained of lectures being too deep, it was
resumed that such an effurt would be too
igh, and he therefore preferred attempting
give some directions whereby they might
pable successfully to navigate the great sea
flife. He showed how appropriate his sub-
it was, and in what respeets life might be
npared to a vovage. A vessel is composed
fthree paris—the bull, the. masts aund rig-
ing, a1d the sails. So man resembled a
esiel, inasmuch as he possesses a physical,
nental, and spiritual nature. In illustrating
is subjeat, the lecturer exhibited a good deal
{ skill,—showing, for every piece of mech-
nism in the vessel, a corresponding quality
b man, whichi, if properly applied, would en-
ble him to ride in safety aver the tempestu-

us billows of time. And life is a voyapge:
a which the tide of adversity or prosperity
nceasingly surges, dashing many 2 hapless
ariger over the shoals of misfortune, and
afting some in triumph to the coveted haven
fearthly fame. ‘Lo the young, especially, his
unsel was very seasonable,—urging upon |
bem the necessity of decision and prompti.,
ude, and of having a definite aim to live for |
some chosen work to which they ean devote
hemselves with their whole heart; and hav-
hg once fixed upon the port of destination,
b hoist the mainsail, top-gallantsail, and
oyal-sail, of tact, push, and principle, with
nscience for a compass, and a sirong will
t the helm, and a quick, observing eve to
wk out for the trade-winds that ensure a
rosperous voyage, at the same time not for-
tting to keep a log-book or diary by which
o ascertain what progress they are making.
y following this course, there is every pro-
bility of obteining success; but if there
bings are neglected, shipwreck isthe certain
esult.

After some highly complimentary remarks
yA. P. Ross and James Fogo, Esqrs., a
eart} vote of thanks was given to Mr. Me-
unn, and the audience retired after joining
heorgan in the National Anthem.— Colonial
lardard.

Lost Thursday evening, Assembly Hall was
gain crowded to excess by one of the mast

.many of his Pharisaie contemperaries.

tspectable and intelligent audiences that ever
tt within its walls. The lecturer and the
clure were hoth objects of attraction, the
rmer making his first appearance on the
latform in his native town, after an abseuce
{ some years, to describe the merits and re-
2L the praises of one whom all jove to call
Y the familiar name of * Robby Rurns” If
implicity of sty:e, beautly of exprassion, and |
lerance of language, have any charm for the i
opular heart, then it is guite evident that the !
diress of Rev. Mr. Gordon was s decided |
uccess, iw bricfly traced the early iife of |

1

Burrs, noting particular events in his history :
when he first began to write poetry, his humble
condition in life, the disadvantages he had to
contend with, how his sensitive nature requir-
el sympathy from without, and was consé-
quently injured by the coldness of many, and
how he gradually rose to fame solely by his
own penius, and became the ruling spirit of
Scotland. Whether in the compuny of jewel-
led Duchesses and knighted lords, or mingling
with humble shepherds clad in * hodden grey,”
Burns, unlike many of the gitted, never forgot
himself, but carried out his own sentiment,
“'The man’s the man for a’ that.” The rev.
lectuver made no attempt to smother the fadlts
of his hero, although it is not customary to
speak so much of the character of a puet as
of his works ; vet Burn2 had been denounced
perhaps more strongly than any of hix class.
e lived in a time when jovisi saciability was
the rule, and not the exception. Much had
been said about the intemperate hahits of
Burns ; but it must not be forgotten that the
customs of his time were different hom those
of our day. Aud surely seme sllowauce
ought to be made for such circumstunces.
However, as any reader of his poems can see,
he frankly avowed his ervors, and there may
have lurked in that honest heart vaore reat
sorrow for sin than existed in the breasts of
Jul
the main enemy to Burns’ success was an in-
decision of character, which is always ruinous
to its possessor. He could not setle bimself
down on his farm, and devote his leisure hours
to writing poetry; neither could he eacrifiee
evervthing else to his muse. lHence his un-
steadiness ; and lLence, too, it is that lic has
left behind him hut a fragment of his brilliant
powers—a few sparks of that poetic fire that
burned so brightly is his bosom. 'I'ne great
superiority of Burns’ poems over others con-
sists in their natural, life-like style, which was
illustrated by the story of a lassie who hail
been recommended to read * The Cotter’s
Saturday Night,” and thereby judge of his
writings, remarking that * thal’s nag great;
it’s nae-mair than 1 see in my 2in hoose”

The lecture was listened to throughoot with
wrapt attentien, and Mr. Gordon resumed
his seat amid hearty applause.

Rev. Dr. Bayne and James Primrose, Lzq.,
followed in a2 few remarks, when the lecturer
received the thanks of the meeting. The chair
man having announced that they would close
by singing one of Burna’ songs, * Auld Leng
Syne”? was led off by Miss Susan Campbels,
with organ accompaniment, the chorus heing
taken up most enthusiasticzlly by the aud.
ience.—Jb.

The fifth of the course of the lecturer u nler
the zuspices of New Glasgow Divistwm, S, of
T., was duliversd in Mechanien’ Haull on
Wedaesdxe evering the 20th just, hy Rav,
Simen McGrogor.  Ine subjrei.  Davelon.
ment or Self Caltore” masahy trewmed. Pien



