
IN NOqA SCOTIA ANI) TUE ADJOINING PROVINCK8.

Pure as the white.winged im.1ge,
0f Him whose etores are fuil

Who scattereth frost like ashes,
And givelh snoiw like wool.

.Jo seema the dovny rîîstic,
So glenams the silver sand,

go shtines the ermine mantde,
Spun by the snuw's wvhiite hand;

Dream of lte eariy innoccnce
That dwe't in Eden's bowcers,

Type of lte glorions raimrent,
WVe hope miy yel be *tirs.

HALIFAX, MAaRcH, 1803. M. J. K.
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Notes and Impressions of a Mis-
sionary Tour in Shetland.

I MAT take titis opportunity of saying a
V or two about tbe difficulty of travelling
in .,betland, premising, ltowever, that I was
tbere ina the best of weatber, and was told on
&Il aides that I could form 110 conîception of
smre parts of Shetland in winter. Travell-
ing hy land is very much conflned to riding
on the 'well.kaown ponties of the country. Ina
Lerwick are a few lîrivale carniages, and the
roads in te neigbbourhood are excellent ;
but carrnages are, I believe, unknown out of
te capital,9 and ia many of te islands tbere

are no ronds whaîever. Howes'er, Clie turf in
so dry and springy thal for a ride on a suai-
mer day, a metalled road would be anytbiing
but an i'nprovement. In former days il useci
to be said thal ponles in Shetland were haîf-
wild; and I tbitîk il is Sir WValter Scott Who
speaks of the custotn of travellers to catch
final of a Iterd lie could find on the Iiih -side,'
ride with il ns fan as he wislied, and then
leave il 10 discover ils way back hy the fine
instincts of ntaure. If titis werc ever true lii
Shetlanîd. il cer:ainly is not aon îow ; iii fact ,
the poffies are ln mant, of tue islan<is the
source of tîteir citief wealth, anîd brntî, eutn
in Lerwik, considerable lîrices. A large
numheî of thtem are tteeded to carry honte
peats from the i!!i, witicli is inu sanie places
sîniosi. a suinmer's work; aiid vcry pictures-
que, aI a distance, ia the lonîg hute of p)oittes,
with theirmiayskas and cayskas carrying loads
of peats; finding titeir way i single lime Iûw
the steel) side of a hi!!, one boy !eaditîgthe
first o! lthe hute, and rcmindiuîg us of tîte îtic-
turcs of lte Sp)aniah mules, wiil their burdeu
erossing the Pyrenees. These little pomiies
arc wvntiderfully swifî and hiardy. Two of
aur fniends rode otue afternooa from Lerwick
la Hillswick, soîne fnrîy miles, onie of îhiie
leaving rafler îiîree o'clock and reaciîing his
d.estination after eleven that evening. Fumîcy
begitingii a ride of forîy miles aI tbncc
o'clack! 'rTe oniy dif icuiîy in travelling
witb these antimais is lîow to manage with
luggage. I have a letter from flie miasiotia-
ry who bas beett rccenîly sent 10 the parisl
of WValls, saying tbat hie arriveui safely, bt
had left hi& portmarateau in Lerwicki, autd

colild bardly say when it would -7esch him.
It is also not very enay to catch the poni.
after they had been set loose. Naturally
preferritig the liberty of the green field to tue
comp)asionsipl of a rider, they are very un.
willing to be caught. MV were selfish enough
to enjoy a hearty laugh nt the exlpense of a
friend who Nient'îbrouigh the process of oatces
irig our ponies na wf-Il as bis owit, li:' plan
being (and 1 am told an excellenit one and
pcrfectly safe) 10 stcal iip behind the unsum.
pecting pony in the field, suddenly to seise
ils bushy tai!, and hold on very vigorously
tili the animal submuits 10 be héld in a plea.
sant quarter. It reaiiy must have been pio-
vokinig t0 a friend, wbo (ini a shower of rais
too) was holding fast by a piony-'s tail te hein
the two men wvhom he was obliging, ishouting
with laughter at thim kindly but unheroie aie-
tion.

Travellingr by water, however, is stlli mort
characteristic of Shetland life, and bers the
difficulties are man), ana sometimes serions
enougb. Wind and tide are the great en*.
mies of the Shictland boatman. When the
tide runs strongiy betweetî somne of the i.-
lands, nothing can stem il but sîeam. Wu
were told that il often runs six or eight mile.
an hour; and in Xcii Sound we tsaI ugly-
looking breakers, wbich we were glad flot te
he near, resulîing from a yeslerday's breeze,
driving, down lazy waves againat to-day's tide.
Tihe wind, however, is thîe great bugbear, or
the great friend. In Shetland almos1 everv-
lting depetids tipon the wind. Engagernentî
there are mn-sl uncertain, and are everywrsr
conditiotial on a favourable breeze. One dai
we rata a certain distance in îhree hours;a
fewv days aftcrvards we 100k seven hours te
do a part of it. Sometimes te storm is en
g-real that no boat cati venture out. Some-
limes otut ut sea the vesse! lies for bours, anid,
as we found, days togetber, "1,as idie as a
palîtcc s!îil upon a paiîîted ocean."1 In for-
mer days, whien travelling to Shetland w'as
%% holly by sailing vessels, as traveling througit
Shetland is still, Ibis evil was of course much
more felt. Matiy have iteard Principal Lee'a
sîc>ry of a Shetland broilher rient 10 Edinburgh
bo a Getieral Assenibly, Who sîayed so longr
that th.e Presbytery requested hinito1 con tinu«
over the n&ti ypar ratlier' i hait corne htome. -et
used to laughi a t i story as a jokc, but-']
cati altost helievt. it tiow; for iii former days
the Shetlantîers wetit 10 Efflnburgh lqj tnay
of Hanibitq-h, there hcitîg îict direct comniii-
nicatioti ; atnd ,ornetinies tlhev guI home by
the Greeiîîît wizale.Ulilps, whýicl ofien calied
at Lerwick if tue wveaîier were fair. This,
litNeer, wait itot always na expeditious sal-
ternative, as a former minister of Yell knev
to lis cot, who svas carried oit 10 Greenland
and latidtd oit tue returit v-oyage 1 Irn the
Sessiou Records of lte Ipariéih of 'ringwali
titere i. att accotait, rif a minister leaving for
te Assernbly, gcii.g- round by liamburgh,
isho expected to be tîltie coulis from homne,


