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r As long as lawyers delude theraselves with the idea thaý new
principles of law are disccvered every decade or so, just so, long

e will we continue to be swamped by the publishing house with
d ephemeral works designed to meet the appetite for quantity instead

of quality. Publishers are capitalizing our credulous acceptanc8
of their announcements, that they are giving us five thousand.

s new principles a year, and that the law is the latest statement of
k the latest decision.

The fact of the matter is that the fundaxnental principles of
d the lawv consist of a few ideas. They are flot type, on paper, and

are not of humtan origin. Were this grasped, and these idea's
g stated sententiously, as the Romans' stated them, and were our

cases deeided in accordance with them, the law would grow
n naturally and beautifully into an harmonious whole, instead of

our having, as is the case in the United States, to-day fifty juris-
dictions, each warring with ail the others, and with itself also.

The f act of the matter is that whatever of our "Amaerican"
e law to-day is fundamental wvas reduced to inaxixn form. by the
il Romans nearly two thousand. years ago. This merely amounts

of to saying that the ideas which express themselves through us
to-day, expressed -themselves through men ages ago. Ideas are

le always expressing themselves through humnan agency, as that
is agency is able to apprehend and express thern.
e, Take for instance the Baconian maxim, Verba fortius acci pi-
n untur contra prof erentem (Every presumption àa against a pîsader);

and its cognate maxims, Ïru8tra. probatur quod probatum non
h- releat (It is vain to prove what is not alleged); and, De non
ra apparenti bus et non exitteiitibus eadem eat ratio (-freely translate&-
to Things flot alleged are presumed not to exist)."
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