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THE WVIN'1ER-l HOME OF THE BARREN GROIJNI)

CARIBOU

l3y J. B. TYRRELI. A, F.G.S., F.G.S.A.

Amont, lhe Iew large animais stiil found in great numbers on this
continen t, i he Barren-ground Caribou (Ital«gifer Groezandiczes, Litin.)*
is probably the niost interesting and important. It is the principal
occupant of the great Ioncly wvastes that extend southward frora the
shores of the Arctic Sea, flot only in Amierica but also in Europe and
Asia. 'l'lie~ Indians wvho people the northern part of Canada, includirig
the Chipewyans, XteIIow-knives and Dog-rihs, subsist very largely on its
flesh, while its lighit warm) skin with its thick covering of light grey hair
furnishies theni wiî1 beds and wvinter clothing, and the tanned hides,
sewed with the sinews from the back, supply theni with footgear and
conifortable tents. In fact ail their necessities, except their amnmuni-
tion, tea and tobacco and a smiall amount of sunimer clothing, are
supplied by the Caribou.

ln size the Barren ground Caribou is much smaller than the wood-
land species, an aduit female shot hy the writer near Lake Athabasca
bcing about as large as the comînon Virginia deer of this vicinity, and
weighing about one hundred and (ifty pounds; w~hile an aduit maie of
the woodland species, obtained in the rocky country east of Lake
Winnipeg, the head .)f which is now in the Museuni of the Geological
Survey. weighed betw'een three and four hundred pounds.

'l'lie horns are very large and irregular, very fewv of themn being
alike, and ail being apparently unsuited to, travel througli the thick
wvoods. Tfhe maies are said to shed their hiorns in November, while
the femnales retain theirs throughout the winter and shed them early in
the following spring-.

Thieir winter coat of long hair is shed early in July, and by
.\ugust or the beginning of September the hide is in excellent condi-
tion, and the hair is soft and not too long, so that at this sea?.on the
Indians endeavour to kill a sufficient number to furnish themselves
with clothing for the winter. Later in the year the hair becomes
harder and more brittie, and the hide is said to be riddled with holes
made by the larvSe of a bot fly.


