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or Treatises, contaiing upiwards of 3,00,000 of linos (iricentas
in!1riadas versuum,) %veto necessarily consulted and studied by ille
compilers anid condensed witlîin the compass of '50 Books and about
150,00 linos or verses. (*)

]3eyond thé knowledge we thus derive of the magnitude of the bo-
dy of the old lawvs tlîat preceded the Justiùiian Codification, wve knowv
littie or nothing of tltem, exeept wvhat lias been embodied in the Cor-
puts Juris Civilis. H-eie dl' course are substantially consignC(l, iii a
more concise form, the laivs scattered, as before reznarked, through
1-000 different Treatises referred to.

ln tho first Book of the Digest wve find a succinct ceotint of the
origin and progres of the civil law and of the succeýsion of magis-
trates and eminent Jurists *hîo flourishcd from the days of Papirius
doiva to the timne of Justinian. Blorrowed fi'om the writings of the
celebrated Pomponius and followed by Gaius, this titie oflers at once
a clear and corapendious sketch of tlic beginning, rise, ami advance-
nient or th c iiil law, as transmitted to present generations in the
Corpus Juris; and I could not tiierefore follow a more judicious
course than by adopting as my text this passage of the Pandects in
tracing an outline of the liistory of Roman Jurisprudence.

Although the primitive governent of Rome ivas un absolute mo-
narchy, the -çiisdomn and justice of Romulus, at aù early périod adinit-
ted the pbpe to a,voice in legîslation. The sovereign indeed re-
served to himself the exclusive right of proposing lavs, but these laws
were suhmitted for the assent of the people in the thirty curie or
wards in which the City ivas divided. It was not until the reign of
Tarquin, the proud, whose tyranny and vices provoked the expulsion
of the Kingts, that any attempt seems to have heen made, of wvhich at
Ieast wve have any knovledge, to collect and arrange into something
like order, the royal ordinances and enactments and siïch other lawê
as had obtained the sanction of inagisterial decisions or the equally.
efficient sanction of universal consent and customn.

PÂ%PlruÂN COD.-:Tle. compilation of Publius or Sextûs Papirius
in the reiga of Tarqauin, the proud, is the earliest cssay of the kind ive
have on recôrd, and this indeed is imperfect;3 a few fi'aglnehts only
rêmadining to us of the labours of that eminent la,.%'er, whose digest
-vas denominated jus civilis -Papir-ianium (t), whichlibas trans:nitted
his name Nvith, honot to posterity.

(«) Hist. Juris. de confirm. § S.
(t) Gibbon in a uioted and learnedl chap. on Roman Juris. containètd iii

the 8th Vol. ôf hiis Decline aud Fali of the Roman Empire, p. 5, *,a not:
atppears f0 dloibt thn existence of this Code and thinks that thé Jus. Papi-
rionura of Gravius Fhîccus, quoted in the D. hii. L. 'rit. XVI. C. 145, wvas


