FTHE MISCIONARY RECORD.

sach places as Inverness, Melbourne and
Lingwick. there is still astrong resemblance
between the character of the inhabitants and
that of their forefuthers,

“It i3, however, in a spiritaal point of
view that these townships must appesr the
most interesting to us; and in this vespect
1 do not know of anv field for missionary
enterprise mare hopeful, vet less known.—
‘When we look hack on the Frenclr seignior-
ies, we_recal to mind, with melancholy feel-
ings, the great structures raised for the ser-
vice of the Man of Sin, and the worship of
awgman.  We pity the degraded Canadian
liept in ignorance and misery, to feed a gree-
dy priesthood. We think of the thousands
wandering after the ULeast, and bowing on
the rondside before the black-cross, and feel
gratitude to Ilim who has still left some
light to burn that we may sce the darkness;
and has prevented the same state of natural
and moral desolation from spreading over
the whole land.  Yet evenin the T'ownships
may the great cross and stupendons temple
be seen, and all along their confines the ef-
fect is but too sadly kuown: the ftelligent
obscrver is cither led to reject all religion as
superstitions and vain, or giving way to his
intcrest and passidng, to how also. and adore
what he inwardly despises and ablors.

“The destitution in vegard to the means
of grace is very great. From the last census
we learn, that in the whole district called the
Eastern Town<hips, there are only twenty
Episcopal clergymen, including the teachers
at Lennoxville, There is one Preshyterian
minister, and heis in connectiog with onr
Chureh; six Methodist, seven Congregati-
oual, and five Baptist ministers, making in
all 39 {say 40) ministers of the Gospel for 2
population of 100,000 ; or one man in every
2,500 souls, and those scattered over a wide
¢ ficld of country. It docs seem that the sta-

tions ocenpied by the Methodists are not ac-
carately stated ; but even allowing that they
are three times as numerous as represented,
the destitution is still distressing.

* These Townships present a fine field for
true missionary labours. The ignorance, on
religions subjects, of the native Canadian,
whether of American or British origin_with
few exceptions, is truly deplorsble.  There
is but little open infidelity.  Most acknow-
ledge a God of creation and of providence;
Tut many live as though there were none —
There are very imany, however, whose
doubts ahout the truth of Christianity are
not few in number, nor carefully conccaled ;
und still a larger class is to be found who al-
low Seriptare in general to be trae ; and yet
deny verbal or even any direct inspiration;
and associated with them are thosc who
would explain away every reference to afu-
ture state of wae, and hold the universal sal-
vation of man. Intimately comnected with
these universalist and restorationist views is
fatalism, a doctrine which many more dar-
ing winds have fully embraced.” These o
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roneous views hava widelv spread, and:
though nnt rightly understoml, even by thise
who hold them, have & miwhty offect in alt
departments of life. Atfendus this sad <zte
of unbelief, or rather as contrasting with ir,
we_often meet with thar pross superstition
which is the gennine ofispring of iznorance.
If we were not aware of the tendeney naw-
ral to the human mind to fix on some sys-
tewn of religion, we cauld not find any rea-
songble account for the speedt with which
the most extravagant opimions spread
through the country and find their blinded
devotees. |

“If these Townships are ever to be brought
in (and that, it is certain, will be accomplish-
ed) the Church of Christ must act first.—
Men must go and preach, before the people
wilk helieve ; and converts must be multipli-
cd hefore churches can be formed. Any one,
then, whe might be employed in this field,
would find mueh to encourage and much o'
discournze  him. £ ready  reception,
but not a_cordial owe. (pposition from
many, while others would look on and’
mock ; vet. still 4 fine opportunity to make
the trath knoswn. A minister to sacceed well
in such a4 work, would require entire conse-
cration to God, and self-denial in no ordina-
1y degree.  He would need. too, great ener-
gy and activity, with much love and kind-
ness to those witke whom he must come in
contact. He would meed to be armed and
fully equipped against all the shafts of open
or disguized infidelitv, and “ready to render
a reason” for his faith and his hope, and to-
defend the truth of revelation against sl the
artful insinuations of the sceptic. The Po-
Ppish controversy, also. should be fully may-
tered. ‘There should be a complete know-
ledge of Charch-government, and the ques-
tions connected with it. Next. however, to
beingr able to mees the objections of fnfideli-
ty, we would desiderate a clear anderstand-
ing of the peeuliar doctrines of Christianity
—salvation by grace, through faith in Christs
Jesns, and not ouly a clear understanding
of them. but ability 10 answer gainsayers,
and an aptitude to instruct others in them.
For this purpose we must study the word of'
God. Toe be mighty in the Seripturesis the
best means of serving God #nr 1lie Gospel,
for without the sword of the Spirit, which is
the word of God, the most extensive know-
ledge of theology ss a scicnee, and the most
Iearned dissertations aboat Christianity, will
he utterly unavailing to silence the cavils bf
the ungodly, or sefuto the superstitions ig-
norance of well-meaning butmistaken men."”




