
312 THE CANADIAN MECHANICb' 'MAGAZINE October, 1878.

GONTRUUTIVE CARPERTRY
The diagrains shown on the opposite coluinn will be obvions tO

the student in architecture. The method of1 con necting the tie
beams to the wall 'either by circular plates outside of the wall, Or
by S'a or by plates or bolts inserted inside the stone or brick-
work so as flot to be observable outside, are ahown in Fie»i
l, 2, 8, and 4.

ANICA OYSTERL
Can afly one who has tiaxted American oysters aay if the fol-

lowing ia truc? 1 c ut it fro-ri the &i.ntiftc A4merican, which
i. ait out-and onit believer in everythiing Ainericun ;-'" It in
well-known fact that the edible oyater (Ostrea edulis) attains it
full growtb and proper fiavor only ini the waters of the Aniericafl
coast ; and that it;s represtentative in Great Britain, owiflg per'
haps to some trouble in ita ' P,,virotnnients,' ha. dwindled dowls
to a minute coppery-fiavored bivalve, which afl'ords to the evoI«
utioiat a melancboýly exanaple of ' reversion,' and to the À4111
enican gastronomie an nl'jeût of aversion. it is nîo wondel,
then, that when one of our Ainprican ciysters is seen for the first
tinie by an inhabitant of the British 1les, it should cail fort'
expressions ocf qreat surprise."

The " native ' a " minute coppery-fiavored bivalve 1" GO4
gracious, bas this gentlemen ever tasted a real "'native, which
cohts, nowadays, 3d. in tbe City, while hie wonderfui "'blu@
points " cau ho hfsd 14 fnr a shilling, done up in a bagi tAc
cording to Lieutenant Broca, the Chesapeake oyster ix 5011*'
tines 15 in. long aud Si in. wide, large enougb, goodne'8'
knows. But hoe also ays that ho has eaten oysters from the
Most celebrated localities, and always found them somewlI5,
in>'ipid iu tante, "a marki-d cbaracteridtic of the slecies"

(nae ican). Aa a niatter of fict, the oyster froin Virginia iO
founld in the fousi] state in the nieightl'oîrhoô of Bordeaux, 80
that American oyaters have not yet ht'en ileveloped. Blue lyoitits
nîay l-e better iu the States thami tht.y are here, but 1 CRI1 t
ima4gine any one preferring tlu'm to "nratives." 1 belie"
Anierican nysters are excellent when cooked, but a. the 1%
eibicure ente them, they cannot compare with our natives Or
the bivalves iaf Ainchoii. Wjll nty of 3'our îepaders resident '0
the States tell us if either of the ilire. Âiîîvnica,î specieit, Vir-
giniana, jBoriealîs, or C'ana'le,î,.i, ia e.1Inal ini fiavor to our natîvd
or even our common ovsîer, which s-.me yt-ors ogo wss 5old Ot
a bout two a penny ? Trhe - oaiineil ovstera " sent bere are,
lMy expenience, tougli morselà, fit ou]y for the stew.pan, and

good deal of it they require. I have uot ventured on "bIIlle1
points," though 1 like the Anglo.Porttigo ; but if they are 0
niuch supenior to our " minute copjàery-Iiav'ored bivalves,"' s
really a wonder they seli them at a third the price.-HEMÂ."

PlAT KIADE INTO CEXNT.
One of'the moat nove] manufactures proposed abroad is tbst

of Mr. J. -C. Russell, of London, who makea ceint-nt or peat. Th'
peat a. eut fromn the l'og is firet dried by any suitable meas11'
boken up or pulped witlî nearly its own weighit of gas tar. Th'
peat or tan, as the case may be, i4 put into a kettîs, aud maYo1'
desired, be well rnixed wîth a sufficient qnantity of cocoanut fibli
or oakum, or cotton wsste, or sinaîl twigia, or leather, Or bal'
rushes, or grasses, or aniy of' thesie together, or any niaterial Of
fibrous nature to, give the produet stifficient tenacity. *Th:
mixture is then mixed witi', eitiler a coînlination of gas tar, pitello
Stockholm tar, Trinidad pitch, natpihba, benzole, spirit of tr
pentine, quickliisne, hydraulic lime, cbalk, pezzuolan, well ,,,b
or Fifted sharp aand, flint glass in fine powtd. r, any alumntflfU
calcareous, or silicious minerais or mixtules- portland or
hydriaulic cernent, iron filiigs or boiingQ, aîag, or scoria. ¶'h.wbole mass ie well stirred, sud heated by meana of su Il
stesmn or otherwise until the niaterials whivh are csp:11ro 1est
softened or melted by a low heat that will iiot destroy the Pa
or tan, are melted or softened Pnough to enable the diffefl
materials used te become tboruughIly mixe'i together, and tho
whole Mass is finally raised to a teinperature of nt leasçt 4A
Fahrenheit. When used for psvitig purposes the nia5 ria"
removed from the receptacle in ita hetated state, and spreAd 01@
the prepared surface or foiundtation of the rond or other Pla<
and consolidated by means of bot beaters or pressures tlitil iti
thoroughly set aud even. lit mak 1 drain pipes, tIniteri,
in a hot state is transferred to buitable maoldts or to adrain P'PQ
making machine, and the pipps are made in the uUa WaY
making earthenware-pxpes or otherwise.
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