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efficient. Tenchers, liko poets, must beteachers born ; for, inless
they possess thoso natural gifts and talonis so essential to their
profossion, no amount of intellectual training will over make them
successful,

CoaissioNERs AND TRUSTEES.

These, as a rule, aro men of energy and intelligence and dis-
charge their duties well, but thore aro a few whose ideas of Educa-
tion and Educational Institutions are not up to the times, thinking
and acting on the supposition that * What was good cnough for
the fathers is good enough for their children.” They may with
propriety be styled * Obstructionists,” as they generally oppose
every measure proposed tending to improvement or progress. In
some instances they never visit their schools systematisally, and
consequontly know nothing definitely of what is boing done, or
what is required within the school-rvom.

It seems to me idat it would be productive of much good were
the Commissioners and 'Trustees to adopt, for the use of their
schools, an attainable programms of studies for each of the semi-
annual visits, present the teachor of each school with a copy of'it,
at the beginning of the session, for her guidance, and recognize
the successful examinations by increasing the salaries of the
teachers concerned; and vice versa when unsatistictory, unless
sufficient resisons were given why the pupils were not well up to
the prescribed standard.

SECRETARY-TREASURERS.

The authorized system of koeping accounts is adopted by nearly
all the Secretaries, and their books are well kept.  With few ex-
ceptions, the teaghers are paid up for each half-year before the
Semi-Annual Re‘porfs are forwarded to tho Educational Depart-
ment. There is still ‘considerable trouble in some municipalities
in colleeting the school-rates and monthly fees on time. The
{inancial afairs; except in Moatreal—where, doubtless, it will soon
be rectified—are in 2 healthy condition. They avo all discharging
their duties faithfully, correctly, and neatly, therefore it would be
invidious to specify one more than another in the matter of book-
keeping. '

ScuooL-ousEs. b

There are but few school-houses in this Inspecticn District
worthy of the name; many of them being no better than hot-beds
of disease—too small, irvegularly heated, and without proper
means of ventilation. But steps are being taken to.improve on
the old order of things. 'Those that have been recently built and
those that are now in course of crection are.of a betier class and
are furnished with improved desks, &c. It was a wise enactment
to have all plans and specifications submitted ito- the,Superinten-
dent for his approval. Chatham No. I ranks. first for the quality



