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dut.y oîf prepariîîg anothier Bible, differingr inl sonie important respects froni the
t.wo already in circulation-bis oivn of 1535 anid tlîat bearing tlie naine of
Thoinas 'Matthew. The excellence 4)f Parisian palier and tpga]ywas the
cause of the se.lcction of thiis city fur the new iwork. Thiere ivas noutlîi1)ý steal-
tby or secret in the lîroce.dure a-lopted. Cromnwell was the pat.ron <if this es-
pecial uiidertaking,; and t1irough. bis inifluence a licenu -%a. îîbtained frora
the KCing 'è f Franc, Francis I., by wliicli Coverdaile and Ç-Gr.fti in were auitho-
rized, iii consideratioî (if thie liberty whichi they liad received frmra tlîeir own
soverei, to print and transmit t', Engl,,and the Latin or the English BibÏe,
(on conlditioni that tbere were no private or urtlaw.ftul t ixiions in theu new w0or,
and that ail dues, obligations, &c., wvere pruîperly diseharged. Uier this
protection Overdale and (-«rafton applied tiienselves iwith the utimîîst dili-
gence to the fulfiliiient (if their comnmission. Letters to Cromîwell are stili
extant, whichi contain very interesting notes (if pîriigress, and alsi show huiW
deeply Croiînwell inturested hinaseif iii the work. For Seven or ciîghItin-,ntlis
the two Enls n d their associate, Reg~nault, the Frencli printer, seein
tû hiave beeuî left uniniestcd. In Deceniber, however, thurti canie a manîdate
!roin the inquisition, ihl stayed all progress. Happ1 ily, a1 liurtiuin (of the
Bible wvas safe in England. 'Many slieets were seized ; but even these were
in large ieasure afterwards rcovered, " fo ur great, dry vats-ful" g being re-
1inrchased froni a biaberdaslier, to whora they had been sold. Mie intcrrup-
ti-,n cauised a s]ight delay, bout was îuîist benuficial iii its resuits. Cronmwell
ivas not the mani to bu foiled inIihis iurîise ; leeing unable to secuire the ac-
coînplislîmL-nt o! tbe wvork iu France, lie bribughlt tbver types, presses and inen
to En gland. In Aliril, J539, this " Bib-le <'f the largest vo-lumeu," as it was
then spouken (of, o'r the flrst edition, of the Great Bible, was issuied froiti the
press.

The titie-pagre is vcry curicous. The design is said teobe from the bandl 8tif the
celuliraitudHanis Ht"lbeiu.Tehietfiuen cegrigrirsnth
L, rd Christ in the clouds o! hetavun. Tw'i labels contaiin His Wîirds. On
that which extends towartls tile left o? the eu -graving we find Isa. Iv. Il
(Yo <q,1 01 ,uî,, &kc.). The cîther is directed towzards. the kinîg, Whi., ha«.ving
laid aside bis crown, and kneulingr iithi titatretcl,-cl hanuls, receives the dle-
claratitîn, «" J have found a miai' after mine <iwn ]îeart, wbich s1îaIl fullil alI xny
içill " (Ierezi, &c., Acts xiii. 22) ; andl ]iirîself ecan,"' Thy -%vc'rd is a
lamp utîi wy feet ' (Ps. cxix. 105). True kiixx alîpears agrain as9 the niost
proininent, of ail the figures. Now lie is seatd (on bis tbrîîne :the royal
ari-s and imttci wilt be reogîiseà at once. The k-inig biauds the Wordl tif Gçid.
(Il-l'uni Ihi) b-, bislhops and clergy mihbis ri-,lit hand, -to ar'nelsd
'otliiers <if the laitv on Iiis Lt Tc, the former lie says, Uerg4; uni <ie cf dîî0c
("' These things conimaud sud t 1ci, Tira. iv. il) :to th latr, ur
jf.uflo tcsfjidicatc, itu 1,,ti-ciiii sîidflis tit ma, mim ("' Judge righteolisly

*.yc shail licar the stînail as well - as tlue ga,"Dcut. i. l;, li); anai
alowords taken with slight alterittion frura Dan. vi. 2C), "I1 iake a decree ;

*. . fear before the living Gt)d." liehiow, ou the right, Cromnwell ap-
jîcars a second tinie, poiinted out býy the devtice an-d motte n aI is feet: h e is de-
livering the Word tif God ti the laity, adumonisbiing themn iu the weirds <'f Ps.
xxxii-. 14. On thc othier side is Cranimer, clearly indiczted by Ilis c'îst.une
aud his aims, Islacing the sacred volume in tbue biaiis of ene tif lus cler!:7, aud
Es-demnly repeabing the charge of 1 Peter, v. 2. Bekiw stands a îîreachcr,
cnftrcinig thoe dut3 o! prayer and minsgvn bulihai! u! kiligs (1 Tinî. il.
1). The chorus <-f j<îy mud thiaiakfulncseý celtuiesse lu ibute attitîîîle vf the
king's liceges, ne less distincbly than in the slinLi4 of "J'ï;nAt Re .-;" and "'God
save the king," uccds un commuent. Pristiners look wvistfily fronm tueuir cells;
but ivhctber - they arci int.rorliuced as -%indcriing :ît the commoction, <'r as slîar-
ei-s o! tue joy, oir as atlbrdingr iii blîir oiv-n pecrsons a wariîing, that suîch
p'inisinent alwaited ail îîndutiful subjeots, it is not, easy to decide.
It represi-uts, with great faithfuliiess, a prige of tho Iiistery fl tue
times. That the preojous boon now ct-nf(vrred wvas the reault of nle huînan
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