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An application for a grant of Bibles for the Gao], Was received fromn the
city nlissionary, Mr. Iîobt. Hall, and referred to the Secretaries 'with power
to act.

An application from the Superintendent of Methodist Church Missions,
for a grant of Bibles for Indian schools, was also referred to the-Secretaries
to ob' ain furthe., information and report.

The meeting was closed with prayer by the Rev. Dr. Williams.

ADDRESS BY THE LATE REV. HâENRPY VENIN.

DELT.VERED IN MXY, 1861.

(A Reproduction.)

[The Rev. Henry Venn, B.D., was honorary clerîcal secretary of the Ohurch
ilissionary Society from. 1819 until "-'a death in 1873. Re was a man of
large sympathies and great exeutive abiiity, but he seldom spoke in public,
and a remaikable exception to this habit was the address which follows, and
which. appears in the Memoir of his Life, by the Rev. Wm. Knîght. Many
years have passed since it was spoken, but years have not lessened its value,i
and we are glad to reproduce it at this time, as containingy so forcible a state-
ment.of principles, so clear a recognition of the importance of uniting a i
Christian people in Bible distribution, and so candid in the tribute, paid the
Society on whose behaîf ho spoke, as not the handimaid but the royal bene-
factor of aIl missionary societies, and justly. entitled to take precedence of
thein ail.]

When 1 was invited by your committee to take part in the proceedings ofi
this day, a moment's reflection convinced me that it vas simply ini con-i
sequence of the officiai post which 1 hold ini conneotion with a great mission-i
cry Society, which led themn to think of my name. The samne consideration
sliall guide me to that line of remnark in which alone I n -presume to ad-
dress this great meeting. It iniglit be supposed that one, the great objeot of
whose life has been tlîe promotiôn of the interests of a missionary society-
whose wlîole time and thoughts are occupied in the management of affaira 1
whichi belong t the sending forth of the living voice to proclaini the gospel 1
of salvation-would estiniate less highly the labors of a society which. is on- 1
gaged ini what may be calledl the mechanical circulation of the written page. i
But it lias been very different with me. The more I have entored into the
iiiterior of the missionary work-the oftener and the longer I have conversed i
with tlioso who have comae fromn evory corner of the earth-tho more 1 have
acquired an intimato knowledge of the -%orking of missions; net only thei
missions of tho socioty witli which I amn connected, but of other societies in i
which it is our privilego to unite together in brothorly canferonce ; the more 1
1 have kriown and sttudied the state of bue world at larg~e, and its groat want, 1

gthe higlier lias this society risen in my estimation ; and the more clearly have %
1 perceived that the work and constitution of this society supply a groat need f
ii tho missioaxary enterprise. 1 no longer look on thie British and Foreign i
Bible Society, as I once mistakenly did, as the handmaid of the great t
missionary associations throughout the world. but 1 confess that 1 now look g
upon lier <' as the King's daughtor, aIl glorious within, and with lier clothilig 1
o f wrouglit gold," and bliat vu, nxissionary socioties, «Iare lier companiois, i
that bear her company'

1 givo the Bible sucioty this procedonco on niany grounds. Mby Christian i
gfriends, 1 ivoulci not presumne to offer to this great and imipressive assembly 1
thouglits which had not been the subject of long and deep reflection. 1 am 1jn et accustomed te addiress public mecetings sucli as this. 1 amn an


