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each of us has a noble mission to, fulfil ini life and to its accomi-
plishinîcnt catch of tis niust direct our ezîerg-ies. I e.aving aside tie
novel andi bearing iii minci its moral teaichiiii- MetakGdUa

life wvill triffh anîd justice is worth living. Donc tao dzath by
'qlanderous tangues " coîîveys the moral lessozi that tiiis ziovel
teaclies. A reticezît, over-cautiotus girl, the idle gossip of fashion-
able socielv leaciers endeavoring et fathom Uthernysiery whicli sur-
rounds this voiiiigýýirl's eîg-agemient, lier want of prudence ini its
concealmient evezi froni lier- cdearest friends, the siandierous tangues

of' Our Set '* estranging lier fran lier lover, and li:ially tie

reconcilialion of the estrangcd couple, farrn UIe ivoof whlîih a
skilfl <irtis. lias woven into a iîavel of re.-il Ille. E.thcr \Vard,
tie le;îdliing charadte- of thie story. is ai noble type of wvomnau.
ReligYiaus, initellectual, azffectioaîte, keepin- the even tenor of lier

way reg.-rdless of thie affrectations nd caprices oz' iwbaî ths world
ternis socdieî3'. Slie, hoewever, lack> prudence ini lier reticence, for
life's battUle can net lbc ftg sinîgle-liainded. The secrecy of lier
engageiient ta Arthur Esaîcutl and cvcrythinlg appertazining ta it

g-ivc mive power ta ivaggîngl"l longuIles. The mîachinations af
tliose xvamien who do nlot scruple ta chauter 'juist betwveen aur-

selves yau kiw'about oilier people's businîess anîd f.tiîiilv affatirs
and1 iisforîunes, resuli. ii thie suddezî estranein f i oes

Esir\ard's cu.) af sorroiv ovcriloivs xvifl bitterncess. The
igh-t of da.rlkuîebs wliiclî cover:s this period of bier life is ai imes
illurnincd y thie aitientiouîs of a few devoteci fuiends. Yet lier
gire;tt lieart break: unider Il wvei-lit af iliase z.fflictio:is of Uic saul
and tic augiies of lier secret, lonlv sorrow. Tlie sliadaw of
deaili is upon Esthier XVard. A tragic clinîaxi is rcaclied, but Uic

Skilful draniatic: pow-cz- of tic author turns iL for -i gzrand andilt

it-e.sbary effect. Ibis is iiost îipo)rt.&il, 1er ibis Liîs! chaptfer is
tue onllv anc w bere sonlie true kniiteedge of AXrthur Esmond's
chai-acter inay bc founld. lCre ibis we kncvtv lii,îi ais a clever busi-
ne.ss miail, calutiolns, truthlful anid gencrous ; then as tbe rashî
jealous aund estrant-ed lover. H-is reconlcilia-ýtii ic heeathi bcd,
wlienl cazisczousness lias almost flit Uic soul of Esthier, unfalds the
uiabler part of his cha racter ta our view. The twa grand lessons
tauglbt by îlîis baok-ciarity tawaîrds aur iiciglîhars anîd UIl Sin-
fulness of "«sanderous gossip,"' appeal witl i nigiîîy farce ut this


