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almost, îotlîin< i4i kîîow'î of' hunii, excc1it that lie ivas afloat duritng tlîc greaier
part of that tiînc, battliug with stormi and billow, fighiting pirates and ixifîdc.lýq
familiarizing lîjuiiseif w'itlî strange lanîds and ciie, learning liow to liLy his
liand fearlessly on ocean's, mane ion its ivrath is roiise<l, lIow to be patient,
onduring and watchiful of opportiîiuit.y. Thus the future sea-king sorvcd lus,
apprenticeshiip of tiventy years. dlevolopiing tho hardihiood an<I courage that
rendered him co of the miost skilfîîl andi ntuepid navigators of' hi.' day. Abouit
the end of this period hoe arriod iii ~isboa, boiing thoen thirty-fivc years of
age. N-e ivas attracted, no donbt, by the fallhe of the Portugose discovories,
and wislied to profit by intercourse witlî lier famions captains. In tho prime
of life nt this time, lie is described a3 tali, miuscular, well foried ; ]lis eycs

,ilit grey, fuit of deptlî and fire ; lbis denicanour dignified, indicating one bonii
te comxnand. ln Lisboa lie settled, rnarried, ami iras uaturalized. For sev-
eral years lie voyaged frequently to, tho coast of Guinea; and wlien or- shore
supported liijînseif b3' making mnaps and charts, an art in wvlîichi lie greatly
exeled.

Our cîîriosity yearns to kuow iii what way, and under wlîat coujuncture or
circumstances, luis great idea first arose iu his mind,-at what Moment bis
migluty hiope dawvned. We only know that; duîring iliese years when lie was
voyaging, the thouglit that afterwards rose to, imperial power ini lis soul was
slowly evolved and pondered in the dcptlis ofl bis spirit. In solitude ail great
thouglits are bon:

If the choseu soul could never be alono
lIn deep raid-silence, open-doored to God,
No greatness ever had been drcanied or donc.
Among dull hearts a prophet never grew:
The nurse of' fuîll-grown souls is solitude."

No great, discovery lias ever yet been reached at a bound; but slowly, pain-
fully, and wvith many a liesitating step. It iras so in the case of Columbus.
A dim, expectancy, a trembling hope, (Heaven-awakened surely, as he be-
lieved,) began to, throb. Eacli new scrap of knowledge, slowly gathered, fed
and streugthened it. Above ail ivas it nourislîed into, power by bis religions
faith, drawving every element of beauty and strength into its own high, inward
service. D)ima Qad vague at first, the idea slowly took definite shape tijat lie,
too, 'by lleaven's; grace, inight achieve somne great di scovery, bringngç glory
te, God and good to, man. Not wituout many Ilfightings without and fears
within," did the throbbiuig thouglit advance. We may picture hlm, at this
time, paeing the dock of his littie bark, the rougli, thoughtless' sailors arouind,
gazing wistfully over those watery wvastes te the west, as yet unfurrowed by
a keel, and longing for the liour when hoe would find himself afloat, wvith, bis
prow toNWards the setting sun. And then when night lias closed in, we May
fauey him in bis littie cabin poring over Toscanelli's map of the world, by the
flickering light of his poor lamp; tlion oponing the marvellous pages of Marco
Polo, and ponderingr bis glowing descriptions of Cathay and Cipango; and
then turning, to the burning ivords of Isaiah, Ezokiel and Daniel, and weigh-
ing the meaniug of their dark sayings3, and at length seeing the foreshadowiig
of bis own high bopes gleaning from the mystic page, and so building up mnto
certainty bis formaless conceptions, titi a sacred rapture pervades bis soul.

No special sources of information ivere open to Columbus, on which to
found bis great oxpoctancy. The materials at bis comrnand were open to ail,
and 'vYere poor enougli,,. Thleso were, the cosmographical speculations of
the day, in whichi imagination Iargely mingl(,,ed; the dreams of learned meni;


