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The first thing trought beforc' the meeting %vas
the financial position and management ai Knox
College M1onthly. Thceughi impraving flnancially
and nowvoa3 a paying basis, there is ample roaru
yet for improvement, especially in the tvay o'f pay-
ing up ovcr-due subscriptions, wvhich if it wvere donc
%vould grcatly rcUleve any prescrit difïi:ulty in the
way ai its mnore efficient management. Substanti-
ally, the editorial arrangements continue as in the
past.

The qucôtian ai holding another post-graduate
session, or conference of ten days or so, such as
has already been held, wvas discussed, and it tvas
resolved that in January ai next year such a con-
férence should take place. In addition ta profes-
sors, the names ai a number ofothers, ministers and
Iaymen, were mentioned ta be askced ta take
part in tht conférence. The st'bj ects ta be treated,
and an outlinc af a programme ta be perfccted by
a committee having charge ai the matter, wvas gen-
erally agreed upon.

At the evening session a conférenice wvas held
upon the vexed question, introduced, by previaus
arrangement, by the Rev. Alexander Gilray, on
IlHow best ta secuire the settlement ai pastoral
charges." That the subject is a living ane vas
made evident by the large number who took part
in the discussion. It was feit ta be surrounded by
difficulties, and bath these wvere pointed out and
hints ai ways out ai them suggested. In addition
ta an increase ai spiritual life in the Church, as be-
ing most necessary, it was suggested that proba-
tioners should be appointed ta vacancies fer some
months, rather than for a Sabbath or twva; that a
limit should be set by Presbytery ta the lerigth af
time a vacancy should be alloved, and also a min-
ister kept on th-- prohationer's list ; that every ap-
plication for preaching by v'acancies and by
mlinisters should camne only through a Synod Com-
mittet appointed ta take charge ai this matter;
and that there should be an increase af
Presbyterial aversight and contraI. fie opinion

wvas expressed also that the present general
preference for young over aId men is a passing or
transitional state ai things and wvîll in time tvork
its own cure. The general trend ai discursion
canveyed the impression that the question, thaugh
a difficultone, is flot yet hopeless. Tht large
committee ai the church entrusted with it tvas
rcfcrred ta, and it is hoped that its labors may re-
suIt in some definite and feasible tvay out ai the
difflculty tht churcli is notv in as regards this mat-
ter. Tht Rev. Dr. Somerville tvas clected ta
represent the altîmni on the Senate of Knox Col-
lege and Rev. Peter Straith, M.A., ai Innerkip, wvas
chosen president af the Alumni Association for the
ensuing year.

The clasing exercises ai the college praper
began on the afternoon ai Thursday in the Con-
vocation H-all, vhich, as is usual on such occasions,
%vas campletely filled by the students and their
friends, and ministers in the city and from a dist-
ance. The Rev. Principal Caven presided and
beside him on the platform were the professors anid
members of tht College Boaard. Tht Principal ad-
dressed the audience and students about ta gradu-
ate and leave the college halls, naturally reierring
ta tht Joss the college liad sustained in the death
ai the late Prafessar Thompsan and bearing the
highiest testimony ta his character, his high attain-
ments and qualifications as a professor. He
then called upon tht Rcv. John Neil, who,
as acting president ai the Alumni As-
soiciation, prescnted through Mortimer Clark, Esq.,
as chairman ai the College Board, ta the College,
on behaif ai the alumni, aportraitof the late Profes-
sar, which hc unveiled, donc in ail by Mr. Forster,
whase work in tht excellent portraits of Principal
Caven, D.D., and of the late Professor Young, al-
ready adorns the callege %valls. Mr. Neil in happy
terms bore tht wvarmest testimany as a friend and
fellow student ta tht abiliy, worth and excellence
1in every respect ai tht departed prolessar whom
ta know was ta admire and love. Mr. Clark in
bni but suitable words, in the name o! the Col-
lege Board, accepted tht portrait presented.

Rev. Proiessor Maclaren proposedfor the dcgree
of D.D. the name of the Rev. Edward Graham, a
former alumnus ai tht college, but naw and for
many years resident in California, wvhich tvas dont
in his absence by Principal Caven. Tht Rev.
D, 'A. Ramsay, B.D., wvho bas tempararily been
±'erfarrning apart of tht work of the late Prafessorrhompson, prciett for the degret o! BD. Rev.
R. G. Murrison, B.A, noivaif British Columbia,-
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tvho acquitted himself tvith marked distinction
in the examination requircd for this dcgrce.

The Rcv W. G. Wallace, chairman of the Ex-
amining Board, read the resuits of the examina-
tions just closed, tvhich lie said shovcd a distinct
advance in the answvers given over those af
same previous years. The -, ents graduating,
%vhose riames have already a- eared in the dail'v
press, and which %vc tvill give in full next %W2C1C,
were callcd up ini turu and presented by the
Principal of the college with their diplomas amid
the cheering of their felloiw-students.

In the eveninga closing public meeting ivas held
in Old St. Aiidrcîv's Church (the RcvDr. Milligan's)
wvhich tvas wvell flled with fricnds af the col-
lege and students. The Rev. Principal Caven
again presided, and with him - in the pul-
pit wvere the Rev. Professors Maclaren and
Gregg and Rcv. Dr Milligan. After devotional
exercises the Rcv. Dr. Caven spccially addressed
the graduating students, in his usual happy and
impressive manner, in vicw af the wvork to which
they had devoted themselves, the qualifications
they should seek, for it, and the manner in wvhich
they should do it. and conduct their lufe.

Very instructive and stimulating addresses were
also given by Mr. John A. Patterson, Barrister,
and Rev.J.K.Turnbul],LL.B., af West Church ;-the
former on the adapting by ministers af their pulpit
ministrations to the preserit, feit, everyday needs
of their hearers, and tht importance of setting be-
fore themselves high ideals af personal character
and work ; and by the lattL. on"I The Right use ai
the Word of God as the Instrumentality by which
the Minister is ta do his Work." The meeting
tvas closed by the Rev. lrofessor Gregg pro'iounc-
ing the benediction.

HOME MI 1SSWON DEFIGI F.

T lI-E following letter has been sent toalal the
Ministers and Missionaries ai the Church.

It speakl for itsclf and lays befare the Church a
state of thingç as ta [Hame Missions and mission-
aries which shauld be felt by every member and
adherent of aur Ghurch, and pramptly acted upon,
especially by those 250 congregations and mission
stations which up ta dàate had given nothing ta, the
fund. Let it be remembered that in addition ta
the loss aur missionaries tvill sustain by the deficit
in the Home Mission Fund, many ai their congre-
gatians are unable to give what they have promised,
causing thus a dot,ile Ioss ta those littie able ta
bear it , and in addition ta this and the argument
ai brotherly sympathy fur thase tvho must suifer,
if this deficit is not inade up, let it bc feit by al,
that the Church is bound in honour ta cecp its en-
gagements and make good its promises ta the mis-
sionaries we employ.-[ED.

MY DLAR 'Siî,-At the recent meeting ai the
Home Mission Committee, it wvas found that the
entire contributians receîved up ta 25th March,
were Si ,500 !ess than the amount of the dlaims
due at that date. But for moneys sent by the
British churches, the deficit %vould have been
$26,000.

Presuming that there may be received from
corgregatianal contiibutions, flot yet forwarded,
the sum aof $S,oao (which is a very generous esti-
mate), the additional sum af $îo,ooo remains ta be
provided, il the Missionaries are to bc paid in full,
as they ought ta be.

In view ai these facts the Committee passed
the following resolutians :

"lThat in view, according tu an estîmate mnade, ai a prob-
able deficit of $îo,ooo ai tht close af the pear next month,
the Committet agrcetot pay meantime, ta tht several Preb-
byteries, 75 per cent. of tht dlaimns passed for this hall year
now ending, and on tht first o! May ta distribute pro rata
the amount %which may then bc in band, lu tht earnest hope
that special efforts 4naavbc made by Ministers, Sessions and
congregat»ons throughout the Church, s0 that suffilcient
funds niay bc forthcoming by tht xst of May ta enable the
committect t pay the grants in full.

"lTht Committet being exceedingly solicitous that tht
aniaunts ta be dcducted from tht grants of Missioniaries
sbauld bc as small as possible, reqnested tht Convener ta
prepare a special circular toaail congregatians and mission
stations, setting forth tht urgent need af tht fund at tht
present crîsîs, and that Dr. Robertson bc instructed ta
spend the time betweea now and the end ai April iu visiting
congregations in Ontario and Quebe, laying before the-m
tht state of tht fund, and sectiring Sabbath collections, and
subscriptions by personal canvas, sa as taàenable tht Cam-
mitcet as far as possible, ta make good their promises ta
the varions Missionaries lu addition ta this tht members
of tht Committet plcdge themselves ta abtain additional
contributions ta tht best af their ability frour the cangrega-
tians within their respective Presbyterles."
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An exaînitation of the books shoived that on
the 25th of March. 250O congregations and mission
stations 'the latter aided by the fund>, h.ad sent
nothing tvhatcer, ifle in the case of many the
contributions sent ivere less titan last year

May 1 therciore carnestly request -
i. That Mtinisters anil Missionaries bring the

state of the fund beforc their congregations at the
earliest opportunity, in order that those -,vho have
neglectcd sending in their contributions may do
so at once, and that a special appeal be made to
congregations tha' are able to increase their con-
tributions beyond %vhat thcy have already sent.

2. That Ministers and congregations desiring
to secure the assistance of Dr. Robertson in ad-
drcssing their congregations or collecting moncys
to mzet the deficit, correspond with him forth-
with, and that the rcprecntatives of the several
Presbyteries on the Hlome Mission Committec,
cordi-illy co-operate tvitli him in his efforts, and

.jersû?1a1ly visit congregations, that he may be un-
able ta rcach.

Whatever can be donc mzist be doue quick/y.
The contributions received during the rnonth of
April tvill determine whether the grants are to be
paid in full or flot.

Vaurs very truly,
WM~. Ca(:înAINE,

Convener Home Mission Committc.

li3ohIs anib <Iaga3tnes
SIIORT STUDIES IN ETHIOS, an Elementary T".

Blook for Schools by Rev. J. 0. Millar, M.A., Princi-
pal of ]3îshop Rîdley Callege, Toronto, the Bryant
Press. Price Sa cents.

This book," the author tells us, Ilbas grown out of
periadical addresses to'my owu pulpils.' Ten years ex-
perience bas canvinced him of the necessity of sucb teacb-
ing as is here given. It consists of twenty-four short
chapters on as many sublects, written in simple language,
abounding in apt illustrations, and s0 anteresting, practical
and easily mastered. It begins witb Duty and ends with
Conscience aud between are treated such subjets as, IlTruth-
fulness,Il Pur*,ty," Il Profanity," 1' lndustry," ',Self-con-
trol," " Chararter." Jr is well calculated to be useful ini
the school or f amily and we heartily commend it.

As inspiring sketch of the life and cbaracter of the late
Dr. A.J. Gardon, written wîth warmly sympathetic interest
and affection, and accompanied by an admirable oartrait, is
the article whicb Dr. Pierson, bis intimaie friend and Ca.
laborer, opens T.>ic Mtsionary Revic-e of the Wrld for
April. This sketch is followed by a last article, frorn the
peu of Dr. Gardon on IlThe Apostie Columba," accampani-
cd by photographs of the cathedral and othet buildings on
the island of loua, the centre of the apastle's labors for the
evangelization afI reland and Scotland. This numnber of
the Rc-u,& also contains a stries af extremnely interesting
articles upon the empire afI ndi3. The International De-
partment cantains valuable articles on IlHîgher Education "
and "'Present Status af Missions in Theological Semin-
aries."' The Editorial and General intelligence Depart-
meuts contain, as usual, a vast amount of recent news anai
judiciaus commeots conceroing tht aflairs of tht kingdom
at home and abroad. Funk & Wagnalls C--pany, 3o La-
fayette Place, New York City.

Amang the subjects discussed in the April number af
the PresbyterLzn and Re/ornied Re-vuiew are IlCbristianity
and thet £xperinmental Metbcd," I Thet Messianic Idea -in
the Prophets," "The Formation of the New Testament,"

"Orgin and Composition of Genesis," W. G. T. Sbeld,"
"The Latest Ecclesiastical Maovements in Germany," by

abe and well kaown cautributors. To these and ather
articles are ta bc added a large number of books reviewved
in IlRecent Theological Literature,"l under the beads of
Exegetîcal, Htstorical, Systematic and Practical Theo-
logy, and others under tht heads af Philological, Oriental
and General Literature. MacCalla and Company 237 9
Dock Street, Philadelphia.

Besides its usual bill of irst class fare, la rbcr's Magzn
for April contains as special features, ail Iully illustrattd
except the last - IlPersona] Recallections of joan af Arc,"
that subject ai never-failing inttrest ; " Our National
Capital," by Julian Ralph ; I"Paris in Mourning," by Rich-
ard Harding Davis;Il"Club Life Among Outcasts"Il;
IlVenice in Easter "; "Autumn in Japau," ; and-" Rteent
Progress iu the Public Schaols,"l by IV. T. Harris, U.S.
Commissioner af Education. The short stories art three
in number, and siriking paems three. Tht Editor's Study
and Drawer art anterest .ng, and as usuai suggestive.
Harper & Brothers, New York, U.S.

The Treasurjy of PRcheous Thouigla, for April, completes
a volume which may compare mot unfavourably with any
earlier ane. It begins with a sermon au il The compulsion
af Love," by Rev.W.F. Anderson, a succcssful pastar. Tht
other sermons and notes af sermons are by represcutative
men, and af a higli order. Dr. B3rown, af New Haven,
givts.the third afithe stries af essays on «"Twb Deccades af
Religions Progress." Tht numbei contains -à full and
valnable index of tht sermons, tezts, -athor?, -and articles
of the Vear 1894-95. Tht editorial suggesis the ideal of a
Christian magazine, and foreshadotvs Improveinents contera-
plated for the next volume E. B. Treat, 5 Cooper Union
]New «York.


