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a thiniy populated Province, and ail that the people>
wvho have escaped can do ta help the sufferers, waili
not go far un alleviating the suffering. Sir Oliver
Mowatshould scethiat whatever others may do, Ontario
is not bchind in this hour of extremne need, which
has corne upon thc yougest member of the con-
lederation family. Decent people without regard to
party, 'avili sustain the Governrnerit in lending a
gencrous helping hand to our fellow subjects un the
Pacific Province.

IT has long been the pride and boast of Presby-
terians that there lias neyer bcen any such

thing as a corparate vote in the Presbyterian Churcli.
Our people take an active, prominent, and influential
and, wae believe, usef nI part in public affairs, but they
do so and have always donc as citizens, not as Pres-
byterians. lIn vietv, howver, af the recent attacks
upon Principal Grant by a section of the press, and
in view ofa the fact that mast of the public men that
have been attacked and are now bcing attacked by
a recently formed secret saciety are Presbyterians, it
may bccome necessary for Presbyterians to revise
their historic policy. Principal Grant is charged
with taking a bribe simply because lie lhad the mani-
liness to, say that he stippôrted Sir Oliver Motvat's
Government and to, give bis reasons for thinking
that other people should do so. If Principal Grant
has taken a bribe in his capacity as Principal of
Queen's thon the wahole Prcsbyterian church are
particpintors in the bribe. If the Principal has been
libelled the wahole church has been libelled waith him.
The vast majority of the Presbyterians af this Pro-
vince may easily bc trnsted to saty what thcy think
about it. As regards the P. P. A., their opposition is
the brightest compliment that can be paid to Pres-

Sbyterians as public men. The Presbyterian cburch
*neyer 'aas guilty af doing anything to win their ap-

9 proval.

e' EVENTY-TWO thousand person-, united waith
jthe Amnerican Presbyterian Churcli last year

by profession of faith. That is thirteen thousand
more than in any former year and t'aenty per cent.

3more than in any year of the last ten. Neither the
*financial depression nor the famous heresy trials

hindered the spiritual progress of the church. lIn-
rdeed it mnay be truc that the financial condition of

the country belped rather than hindered. Men are
inore thougbtful during business depression than
durinLy a period of business inflation. Driven
almost to despair by actual or threatened disaster

t;if they believe it God at ail thecy instinctively cal
uipon Hlm for help it the day of trouble. lIn their

1dark liaurs they need syunpathy and help and are
more likely to, get it un the chiurcli than un any other
place. As regards heresy trials, so far as this church

-and last year arecancerned, the popular belief that
trials of that kind stop the growth of the church, is
met by a direct negative. The church neyer grew
faster than it did last year. XVou d it have growan
as fast if the Briggs-Smith schopl had been allowed

sta unite and, teach just what the.y pleased. We do
not for a moment believe that it wvould. Apart al-
togethier from the merits of tlî.- case, sensible people
b ave no respect for a church that allows or even
secmns to allow individual men to trample over its
Standards. Churclies, likec men, are respected wahen
they respect themselves.

l'îlE GEN/0&l L A SSII J3 L Y.

A S w e go to press, the supreme court of our
churcli is just about to meet un St. John, New

Brunswick. Its meetings are always looked for-
ward to with much interest by the whole church and
arc the subjects of many prayers, as its deliberations
arid the resuits arrived at affe!ct sa dceply the entire
body in ail its iuîtcrests. lb is, as it were, the timne
a> afur annual rcvicw ai work donc, aif;noney spent,
and ascertaining 'aith same dcgrec of dcfinit-ecss
ha'a 'ae stand, and in view ai this inspection of laying
plans for another ycar. We hope that the journcy,
whîch, for rnuch the greater part af the commis-
sioners 'aas neces;arily a long and fatiguing one, waas

rmade in safety, and that al' arrived at their desti-
Snation with as mucli coa'nfoi t and in as good spirits
ranid rcadiness for waork as couid in the circumstances
-bc expected. The veteran senior clerk af the As-
esembly, notwith standing his no .v advanced age, is,
fwe undersband, determined ta be at the post lie bas
tfilled s0 long and 'aibli snch satisfaction and benefit
-bo, thc whole churcli. The Rev. Mr. Burits las> 'ae
'lknaw, been indefatigable and thonglitful in as far às
:lay un his powcer ta secure for the commissioners
sevcry comfort and accommodation as ta the way
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and expense af getting ta St. John, and niuch is due
ta him for his labors in this respect.

I-appily, the Assembly is meeting under such
circumstances as will enable it ta devote its time and
attention stcadily ta the study and promotion of the
great practical waork of tlic church upon 'ahich the
spiritual welfare ai such great nuinbers depends. and
which affect vitally ail the best intcrests ai the
Dominion. Rarcly lias the Asseînbly met when it
waas more necessary that it should be free ta attend
ta th'is very thing. Suffcring as the country hias
been, even though in God's goodness ta a less dcgree
than some others, from very gencral commercial and
agriculturai depression, deficuts, or if not in some
cases actual deficits, at lcast great stringcncy iun
every anc ai aur chef dcpartmienbs of 'vork, have ta
bc deait with by the Asscmbly. he 'aisest and
imost skilfut administrators and financiers in the
court 'aili get an excellent opportunity for the exorcise
ai their skiii iin devising ways and means wliereby
the ncxt Assembly may meet with accaunts at lcasb
squared if not with much o! a balance on the riglit
side.

If there cannot bc e rtrenchment in aur expendi-
ture next year, and actual curtailment un aur work,
necessity 'aili compel the utmost economy and the
most studious care how ta use evcry dollar un the
caming year ta the vcry best advantagc. Our M-orne
and Foreigni issionarycom mit tees and FrenchiEvan-
gelization have ecdionc ai them alread)r begun the
'aork oi cutting dowan, or calling a hait in cxbending
our. aporations for thc present. This, though dis-
couraging, at a time espccially 'vhcn calîs and open-
ings for wark are multiplying an every hand, daes
nat necessarily meun standing still. A vast ama6unt
ai aggressive work remnains ta bc donc 'aithin the
circle ai aur present operatians, and a hait un the
work af extension mnay afford an appartunity for
botter arganizabion and consolidation in the 'vork
begun. The arresb put upan the extension oi aur
'aork for 'aant ai funds, 'ahile the caîl is rising even
lauder, "' Came aver and help us! " may lead mnany ta
whom God lias given the means, to ask if they have
been rendcring ta thc Lord as they ought, and
quickcn ta greater things in the time ta caine.

Many ather matter* ai great importance ta the
wael-being ai the church are calling iondly for con-
sideration, and 'aili require for their deliberatian ail
the time, aye, and more than the Assembly can give
ta themn, and overtake and deai fully waibli them. To
naine but anc or two: there is the newa hyrnnal,wahich,
thaugh at first sighb, nat perhiaps sa important, is
really second ta non e, almnost, as regards the spiri-
tual lufe ai the churcli, for its hymnology slently
but most Dowerfully affects its spiritual lueé. The
relation ai the varions colleges i their gav-
crning bodies ta the church, in 'ahich, as it appears
ta us, there bias been shown throughout the churci
eminently a spirit ai mutual confidence and loyalty,
will camne up for consideration, and we do not fear, or
happy and saisfactary seutlement.

Then there are, as usual, averturŽs an a variety of
important snbjects, chef among wvhich 'ae migit
mention those for enlarging tbc po'aers af Synods,
putting upon a nc'a basis the 'ahole ai aur Homne
Mission work, and the mode ai dealing waibli vacant
congegatians in the mnatter af hearing and settliîîg
minîsters. Our condition at prescrnt in tlîis last
respect is, ail féee, a reproach ta us and a constant
source ai friction, if not even of danger. The As-
sembly lias an ample amount af work, before it, and
let it bc made, as no doubt it 'aili be made through-
ont the whole churcli, the sub iecb of inast carnest
prayer in ail aur cangregations, at thc family aitar,
and un the closet, that the Holy Spirit .may bc
bestowcd aburtdantly on ail its membhers, and so guide
ail its deliberations and decisions that thcy may
mightily redound ta the glory ai Gc'd in the exten-
sion and building up afI His Kingdam bath at home
and abroad.

SYNOD 0F XIE RSYbRINCIIVIWCII OF

-' 'MIS Si od met this year in Regant Square, L>ndon.
J TLz . itiring hModerator, Rev. Dr. bMorrison, preacli-

cd and Rov. Dr. Muir, of F, ornant, Birkenhead, was
elected hModerator.

The report of the Alliance of the Mefornicd Churches
was given in by Rev. Dr. Matthews. -Reference was
specially made ta Robert College at Constantinople and
tme influence for god iii wa~i exterciaing, particularly over
Bulgaria, also ta Synode visited an the co:itinent and ta
the tact of their beconiing mare and more evangolical.

A conmunication fron t.he Alliance af British Chris-
tiane on beliaîf of International Arbitration was recoived
and itea bject. commended. Deputationa 'avre received

i

IN a review of the meeting of the Ainerican
General Assembiy the InIcrior- says, as a fine feel-

ing of seif-restraint wvas visible from the opening
sermon to the final benediction." That is juqt the
right kind of feeling for a mnan or a meeting to s:how.
Self-restraint is absolu tely indispensable to selfgoverri -
ment.

A~ HUMOROUS Irishiman inthisway described
the conditions ai a dissatisfied congregation

that had recently clanged pastors:.a, Our last pastor
had flot enougli of religion to please some of them;
this one has too much. I don't knowa what kind or
a manw~ould suit them." A good many people in
England seem ta bc in the same difficulty. Glad-
stone had too itucli religion to suit some of them;
and Rosebery lias niot enougli. Perhaps the next
mani may strike the happy medium for an Euiglish
Premier.

FIER ten years of futile attempts at co-oper-
A ation with other denominations in the Home
Mission field, the American Assembly dismissed
its camrnittee on ecciesiastical comity and resolved
ta go on waith its own work. The principal ground
on which this action waas taken was that it cost less
money to work alone than it cost to work on the
union plan and the wvork, was flot so well dlone.
That would bc exactly our experieiace in Canada
were the experirnent tried. Presbyterians alwvays
have ta furnish the heavy end of the money.

'THE Hmra/d and Preslyter mnakes this true and
Ttimely observation:-

It is a most unfortunate thing ta get loto a position of an-
tagonism to the pastor. The parent who finds fatilt witb
church or pastor is almost certain ta sow the seeds of indiffer-
ence in the hearts of bis children. Where parents love their

* pastor and their church, the children are easily won ta Christ.
True every word of it. The young people un

* rnany a home take their first step down the incline
plane where they hear their father and mother carp
at the pastor and find fault with people who are

* doing thce vork of the church. The leaders in a
church quarrel often do one thing--drve tlicir own
children ta destruction.

* THE calamity wvhich has befallen the sister
S Province of British Columbia is simply ap.

plig. By the overflow of the waters of the Frazer
and other rivers, lufe and property have been destroy-
ed to an extent that inakes the visitation one of the
most terrible that has ever corne upon any part of
the Dominion. Sympathy the syufférers have, but

*they must have more than sympathy from their icI.
low Canadians. The Dominion and Provincial
Governmnents should corne promptly and liberally to
the assistance of the sufferers. l3ritishi Columbia is


